Introduction

The Anne of Green Gables ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the beloved
Canadian classic novel by Lucy Maud Montgomery. This lesson plan encourages
students to explore the language, themes, and characters within the context of this
timeless story. By engaging with Anne of Green Gables, students can enhance their
vocabulary, listening skills, and reading comprehension while gaining insight into
Canadian literature and culture. The lesson aims to foster a deeper appreciation for
literature and language through an iconic piece of children's literature.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Orphan A child whose parents are dead or have abandoned them
Imaginative Having a creative and inventive mind
Bosom Friend '‘Kindred spirits,' or very close friends
Tranquil Calm and peaceful; without agitation, excitement, or disturbance
Red Hair Hair color that ranges from a deep burgundy to bright copper.

Contextual Usage

1. **Orphan:** In Anne of Green Gables, the protagonist Anne Shirley is an orphan
who is adopted by Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert.



2. **Imaginative:** Anne's imaginative nature leads her to create vivid stories
about her surroundings.

3. *Bosom Friend:** Anne considers Diana Barry her bosom friend, signifying
their deeply cherished friendship.

4. *Tranquil:** The setting of Green Gables is tranquil, surrounded by
picturesque landscapes and serene beauty.

5. **Red Hair:** Anne's distinctive feature is her fiery red hair, which becomes an
iconic part of her identity throughout the story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Anne of Green Gables ESL Lesson Plan, begin with a creative
warm-up activity. Display images or descriptions of tranquil landscapes and ask
students to describe the settings using vivid adjectives. Encourage them to evoke
their imaginative skills, just as Anne Shirley does in the novel. This activity will not
only captivate students' attention but also introduce them to key themes present in
Anne of Green Gables, fostering a connection between language learning and
literature.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Word Collage

Divide the class into small groups and provide them with a list of descriptive words
related to landscapes and nature. Ask each group to create a word collage using
these words, fostering creativity and reinforcing vocabulary associated with the
settings in Anne of Green Gables.

Listening Activity: Character Dialogues



Assign different characters from the novel to pairs of students. Each pair will
develop a short dialogue between their assigned characters, emphasizing active
listening to understand the traits and personalities of the characters.

Roleplay Activity: Tea Party at Green Gables

Have students work in small groups to role-play a scene from the book, such as
Anne's first tea party at Green Gables. Encourage them to use expressive language
and gestures while portraying their chosen character, facilitating engagement and
understanding.

Reading and Writing Activity: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters in the story and write
a letter expressing their thoughts and emotions about a significant event. This
activity encourages reading comprehension, creative writing skills, as well as
empathizing with literary characters.

ESL Homework Assignment

Encourage students to dive deeper into the world of Anne of Green Gables by
assigning the following homework tasks:

1. Write a journal entry from the perspective of Anne Shirley, expressing her
thoughts and emotions after a significant event in the story.

2. Conduct research on Prince Edward Island, the setting of the novel, and create a
presentation or poster highlighting its landscapes and attractions.

3. Compile a list of descriptive words used to depict characters, nature, and settings
in the book, and create flashcards for personal vocabulary review.

These assignments reinforce comprehension, encourage creativity, and provide an
opportunity for independent exploration of themes presented in Anne of Green
Gables.



Conclusion

Summary

The Anne of Green Gables ESL Lesson Plan introduced students to the captivating
world of literature through interactive activities centered around the classic novel.
Students engaged in vocabulary building, listening, roleplay, and reading and

writing exercises, exploring themes, characters, and settings present in the story.

Reflection

As students reflect on their experience with this lesson plan, they can recognize
how language learning extends beyond grammar and vocabulary. They have delved
into a rich narrative that not only enhances their language skills but also broadens
their understanding of culture, empathy, and creativity. The exploration of Anne of
Green Gables has equipped them with a deeper appreciation for storytelling while
honing their language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engagement with Literature

The Anne of Green Gables ESL Lesson Plan offers a unique opportunity for ESL
learners to engage with classic literature, allowing them to explore rich language,
vivid imagery, and complex characters. This topic provides a culturally immersive
way to enhance language skills.



Cultural Exploration

By delving into the world of Anne Shirley, students can immerse themselves in
Canadian culture and history, broadening their horizons beyond language
proficiency. The story introduces students to the landscape, customs, and traditions
of Prince Edward Island.

Emotional Connection

Anne of Green Gables provides a platform for students to connect emotionally with
the characters and storyline, allowing them to express themselves in English within
the context of a meaningful and relatable narrative. This emotional engagement
fosters language development in a profound way.



