
Introduction

The "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" ESL lesson plan is designed to engage

students in exploring relevant themes and vocabulary from the novel. This classic

coming-of-age story by Judy Blume addresses topics such as identity, self-discovery,

and growing up, which are universally relatable for young learners. By delving into

the text and related activities, students can improve their language skills while also

reflecting on personal experiences and challenges they may face during their own

journey into adolescence. This lesson plan aims to foster a deeper understanding of

both language usage and emotional intelligence through thought-provoking

discussions based on the novel's content.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Adolescence The transitional period between childhood and adulthood.

Puberty
The stage of development at which individuals become capable of sexual

reproduction.

Identity The qualities, beliefs, and personality that distinguish a person.

Confusion A lack of understanding or uncertainty.

Belief An acceptance that something exists or is true, especially without proof.

Contextual Usage



1. Adolescence:

- Context: Margaret's experiences during adolescence are central to the novel. She

navigates the challenges and changes that come with this pivotal life stage.

2. Puberty:

- Context: The novel discusses Margaret's feelings and thoughts as she experiences

puberty for the first time.

3. Identity

- Context: Margaret explores her personal identity as she grapples with questions

about faith, family, and fitting in.

4. Confusion

- Context: Margaret experiences confusion about various aspects of her life—her

changing body, friendships, and religious beliefs.

5. Belief

- Context: The story delves into Margaret's beliefs as she communicates intimately

with God during her personal journey toward self-discovery.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start with an interactive activity where students share their

thoughts on the concept of identity. Provide each student with a sticky note and ask

them to write a few words that describe themselves, without including their names.

Then, have them place their notes on a board and encourage the class to guess

who each note belongs to based on the descriptions. This activity not only sparks

discussion about personal identities but also sets the stage for exploring similar

themes present in "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Exploration



Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of key

vocabulary words from the novel, such as "adolescence," "identity," and "belief."

Instruct them to create short skits or dialogues incorporating these words in

context. Encourage creativity and allow time for group rehearsal before presenting

to the class. This activity promotes vocabulary retention through application and

fosters collaborative learning.

Listening Exercise: Character Voice Journaling

Assign each student a character from the novel and have them imagine a journal

entry reflecting events from the story as if written by that character. After giving

students time to compose their entries, arrange a roleplay session where they

embody their respective characters while reading aloud their journal entries. This

activity helps improve listening skills while delving into character perspectives.

Roleplay: Peer Advice Exchange

Pair up students and assign one to take on Margaret's role while the other adopts

God's persona. Task them with having a dialogue where Margaret seeks advice or

guidance from God about her personal dilemmas, akin to the protagonist's

conversations in the book. This interactive roleplay provides practical language

practice intertwined with exploring moral quandaries.

Reading and Writing: Reflective Essays

Encourage students to write essays reflecting on pivotal moments in their lives,

similar to how Margaret grapples with her coming-of-age experiences in the novel.

Promote open discussions afterward, allowing individuals or groups to share

excerpts of their essays with classmates, fostering an environment conducive for

empathy and understanding among peers.

ESL Homework Assignment



For homework, students are tasked with writing a personal reflection on a

significant event in their lives. Encourage them to explore their emotions, thoughts,

and the impacts of the event reminiscent of Margaret's introspective musings in

"Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret." Additionally, students should select and

define five new vocabulary words encountered during the lesson then use each

word in a unique sentence that reflects its contextual meaning. This assignment

reinforces language skills and promotes self-expression while drawing parallels to

the themes discussed in class.

Conclusion

Key Points Recap

Throughout this lesson, we explored the themes of adolescence, identity, and

personal growth depicted in "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret." By engaging in

various activities related to these themes, students had the opportunity to enhance

their language skills while also reflecting on universal experiences associated with

coming-of-age.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on what you've learned from this lesson, consider how the challenges

faced by Margaret echo common struggles experienced during adolescence. Think

about how exploring these themes has influenced your language development and

deepened your understanding of personal expression. By connecting the content of

"Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" to your own experiences and emotions, you

can further enrich your language skills by incorporating meaningful insights into

your communication.



Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Relevance to Everyday Life

The "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" ESL lesson plan offers an incredibly

relatable experience for young learners dealing with the challenges of growing up.

Its themes of identity, self-discovery, and personal growth resonate with students

who may be navigating their own adolescent experiences. This relevance can

facilitate a deeper engagement with language learning by encouraging students to

express their thoughts and feelings more sincerely.

Cultural and Emotional Understanding

By delving into the novel's content through language exercises and discussions,

students can gain insight into cultural nuances and emotional intelligence. The

story provides a platform for exploring complex human emotions, thus broadening

vocabulary usage and prompting meaningful interactions in English that extend

beyond basic language structures.

Promotes Critical Thinking

The thought-provoking nature of "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret" prompts

students to contemplate various viewpoints on sensitive topics. This encourages

critical thinking in ESL learners as they express their opinions, analyze character

motivations, and engage in discussions about moral dilemmas prevalent throughout

the novel.


