
Introduction

The Auxiliary Verbs ESL Lesson Plan is essential for English language learners as it

lays the foundation for understanding sentence structure and forming various

tenses. This topic holds significant importance as auxiliary verbs (also known as

helping verbs) are crucial in constructing grammatically correct sentences and

questions. By mastering auxiliary verbs, students can express future actions,

ongoing activities, or completed events accurately. Understanding this concept not

only enhances communication skills but also boosts overall confidence in using the

English language effectively.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Auxiliary

Verb

A verb used to add functional or grammatical meaning to the clauses in which

it appears. Examples include 'is,' 'am,' 'are,' 'do,' and 'will.'

Modal Verb
A type of auxiliary verb that expresses necessity, possibility, ability, or

permission. Examples include 'can,' 'could,' 'may,' and 'must.'

To Be Verbs Forms of the verb 'to be' such as am, is, are, was, were.

To Do

Verbs
Forms of the verb ‘to do’ such as do, does and did.

To Have

Verbs
Forms of the verb ‘to have’ such as have, has and had.

Contextual Usage



- Auxiliary Verb: In the sentence “She **is** reading a book,” the word “is” acts as

an auxiliary verb indicating present continuous tense.

- Modal Verb: In “You **must** complete your homework,” the word “must”

functions as a modal verb expressing obligation.

- To Be Verbs: In “They **are** happy,” introducing ‘are’ for plural subjects shows

a state of being.

- To Do Verbs: A question like “Why **did** he leave early?” uses ‘did’ to form past

tense interrogative grammar.

- To Have Verbs: We can use ‘have’, bringing forth responsibilities in sentences

like “I **have** finished my work.”

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick start the lesson on auxiliary verbs, begin with an engaging warm-up activity.

For instance, create a sentence completion game where students are given

incomplete sentences and have to fill in the blanks with appropriate auxiliary verbs

or verb forms. This activity not only sets the tone for the lesson but also

encourages student participation and collaboration. By incorporating language

elements related to auxiliary verbs, this interactive warm-up activity prepares

students for the upcoming lesson while piquing their interest in mastering the

usage of these essential grammar components.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Exploration Activity

In this activity, provide students with a list of sentences containing missing auxiliary

verbs. Divide the class into pairs or small groups and ask them to identify the

correct auxiliary verb for each sentence. Encourage discussions within the groups

to determine the proper usage, thereby enhancing their understanding of auxiliary

verbs.



Listening Comprehension Exercise

Select a dialogue or short narrative that includes various instances of auxiliary

verbs. Play the audio for the students and have them listen actively to identify and

note down all the auxiliary verbs used. Afterward, engage them in a discussion to

compare their findings, helping reinforce their understanding through collaborative

learning.

Roleplay Scenario

Divide the class into pairs and assign each pair a specific scenario (e.g., planning an

event or resolving a disagreement). Instruct them to create dialogues using

appropriate auxiliary verbs that suit each situation. This hands-on roleplay activity

allows students to apply their knowledge practically while improving speaking skills

in real-life contexts.

Reading and Writing Task

Provide students with a short passage or story containing missing auxiliary verbs.

Ask them to read through the text and fill in the correct forms of auxiliary verbs

where necessary. Following this, encourage group discussions about why specific

choices were made, promoting critical thinking and reinforcing comprehension

through written application.

ESL Homework Assignment

For the homework assignment, task the students with creating a short story or

dialogue that incorporates various auxiliary verbs. Encourage them to use different

tenses and modal auxiliaries to demonstrate their understanding of how these

verbs function within written contexts. Additionally, request that they explain in a

paragraph why they chose specific auxiliary verbs for certain parts of their story or



dialogue. This task not only reinforces the lesson content but also fosters creativity

and critical thinking in applying auxiliary verbs effectively within writing.

Conclusion

Summary

In conclusion, the lesson on auxiliary verbs has provided a comprehensive

understanding of these crucial elements in English grammar. Students have learned

about the different types of auxiliary verbs, including modal verbs, and how they

function within various sentence structures to convey meaning and context.

Reflection

As an essential aspect of language development, mastering auxiliary verbs

empowers students to accurately express actions, conditions, and possibilities in

both spoken and written communication. Prompt students to reflect on how a solid

grasp of auxiliary verbs can enhance their fluency, precision, and confidence when

using the English language. Encouraging them to recognize the practical

applications of this knowledge reinforces its significance in their language

acquisition journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhanced Language Structure

The Auxiliary Verbs ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it



provides a solid foundation for understanding and building sentence structures. By

mastering auxiliary verbs, students gain the ability to construct grammatically

correct and meaningful sentences, thereby enhancing their overall language

fluency and comprehension.

Clear Communication Skills

Understanding how auxiliary verbs work enables students to convey precise

information about actions, conditions, and possibilities. This clarity in

communication is vital for ESL learners as it empowers them to express themselves

effectively in various contexts and situations, fostering confidence in their language

skills.

Versatile Application

Auxiliary verbs are ubiquitous in the English language, appearing across different

tenses, forms of speech, and modes of expression. Therefore, a comprehensive

grasp of auxiliary verbs equips ESL learners with a versatile tool that can be applied

across a wide range of linguistic scenarios, making it an essential aspect of their

language acquisition journey.


