Introduction

The Barchester Towers and the Warden ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to
classic English literature while improving their English language skills. This lesson
plan revolves around the famous novel "Barchester Towers" by Anthony Trollope
and focuses on vocabulary building, reading comprehension, and critical thinking
through engaging exercises and discussions. By delving into this timeless literary
work, students not only enhance their language abilities but also gain cultural
insights into Victorian England, making this lesson plan both academically enriching
and culturally stimulating.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition
Clergyman A male religious leader, typically in the Christian Church.
Episcopal Relating to or governed by a bishop.

(in the Church of England) an incumbent of a parish where tithes formerly

Vicar passed to a chapter or religious house or layperson's benefice.
Rectory (in the Christian Church) a house provided for an incumbent of a parish.
P A long bench with a back, placed in rows in church seating multiple people at

once.

Contextual Usage



1. The clergyman delivered a moving sermon to his congregation.

2. The Episcopal hierarchy plays an important role in the governance of the
church.

3. The vicar was well-respected within the community for his charitable work.

4. The rectory is located next to the church, providing easy access for the clergy.
5. Please find your seats in the pew as we prepare for today's service.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Barchester Towers and the Warden ESL Lesson Plan, start
with an engaging warm-up activity. Provide students with a brief overview of the
novel's setting and main characters. Then, ask them to imagine themselves as one
of these characters and narrate a short monologue expressing their thoughts and
feelings about living in Barchester. This activity will not only capture students'
attention but also encourage them to actively use language elements relevant to
the story, helping them immerse themselves in the world of "Barchester Towers."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of vocabulary
words from the novel. Instruct them to create mind maps or word associations for
each word, connecting it to other relevant terms from the story. Encourage
discussions within the groups about why they made certain connections.

Listening Exercise: Character Dialogues

Play recorded dialogues from key scenes in "Barchester Towers." Have students



listen carefully and take notes on what they think each character's motivations,
emotions, and intentions are during these interactions. Afterward, initiate a class
discussion where students can compare their interpretations.

Roleplay Activity: Victorian Tea Party

Assign roles to students as characters from the novel and host a Victorian tea party
roleplay activity. Encourage them to dress up and stay in character while engaging
in conversations typical of that era. This immersive exercise will help students
understand social norms and language customs of the time.

Reading and Writing Task: Character Analysis
Essay

Ask students to choose a character from "Barchester Towers" and write a detailed
analysis of their personality, motivations, and actions throughout the story.
Encourage them to support their analyses with quotes from the text for an in-depth
understanding of character development.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask students to research and prepare a short presentation on the
social and cultural aspects of the Victorian era as depicted in "Barchester Towers."
This assignment will reinforce their understanding of the historical context of the
novel and provide an opportunity for further language development as they present
their findings to the class.

Conclusion

Summary



Throughout this lesson, we delved into the world of "Barchester Towers," exploring
its characters, settings, and themes. We engaged in various activities designed to
enhance vocabulary, listening skills, and critical thinking.

Reflection

Take a moment to reflect on how understanding classic literature like "Barchester
Towers" can expand your language development. Consider how analyzing complex
texts can improve your comprehension, vocabulary usage, and overall language
proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhanced Language Skills

Studying "Barchester Towers" offers ESL students an opportunity to expand their
vocabulary, improve comprehension, and strengthen language skills through
immersion in classic English literature.

Cultural Understanding

Exploring the Victorian setting and societal themes of the novel provides students
with cultural insights that contribute to a well-rounded language education,
fostering a deeper understanding of historical context and expression.



