Introduction

The "Blueberries for Sal" ESL lesson plan revolves around introducing young
learners to the classic children's book by Robert McCloskey while enhancing their
English language skills. The story is set in Maine and follows a little girl, Sal, and her
mother as they go blueberry picking. Through this lesson, students will engage with
vocabulary related to nature, berries, and animals while also practicing listening,
speaking, reading comprehension, and writing in English. This lesson plan offers an
opportunity for students to connect with the story's themes of exploration and
nature while improving their language proficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Small, round, blue fruit that grows on woody shrubs and is often used in

Blueberries - ,\ing and baking.

A bucket typically made of metal or plastic, often used for carrying liquids or

Pail gathering fruits.

Bear A large mammal with a shaggy coat, typically found in the wild.

Mother A female parent; one’s female parent.

Explore To travel through (an unfamiliar area) in order to learn about it or familiarize

oneself with it.

Contextual Usage



1. The children filled their pails with fresh **blueberries** from the bushes.

2. Sal carried her little **pail** as she followed her mother into the woods.

3. They encountered a friendly *bear** while picking blueberries.

4. Sal and her **mother** spent the day exploring the woods and picking
blueberries.

5. The story encourages children to be curious and **explore** nature's wonders
like Sal and her mother did.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on "Blueberries for Sal," begin with a fun and interactive
activity. Create a mock blueberry picking excursion in the classroom or an outdoor
space if possible. Provide small pails or containers, and hide pictures of blueberries
around the area. Instruct the students to find and collect as many "blueberries" as
they can within a given time frame. Encourage them to use vocabulary related to
blueberry picking, such as "pail," "bushes," and "“fruit." This engaging warm-up
activity will immerse students in the theme of the lesson while activating their prior
knowledge about blueberry picking.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity 1: Vocabulary Building

To enhance vocabulary, create a blueberry-themed word wall using words such as
"blueberries," "pail," "bushes," "mother," and "explore." Discuss the meanings of
each word as a class and encourage students to use them in sentences related to
the story.

Activity 2: Listening Comprehension



Play an audio recording of a blueberry picking expedition or forest sounds and ask
students to close their eyes and visualize being in the woods with Sal and her
mother. Afterward, facilitate a discussion about what they heard, fostering
imagination and listening skills.

Activity 3: Roleplay

Divide the class into pairs or small groups. Assign roles for characters like Sal, her
mother, and the bear. Have students act out scenes from the story while
incorporating adjectives or emotions associated with blueberry picking. Encourage
creativity in portraying each character's perspective.

Activity 4: Reading & Writing

Provide copies of excerpts from "Blueberries for Sal" for students to read aloud in
turns. Then, ask them to write short narratives about their own imaginary blueberry
adventures using newly learned vocabulary and descriptive language from the
book. Allow time for sharing within small groups or with the whole class to foster
creativity and communication skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, encourage students to create a mini poster or collage depicting a
scene from "Blueberries for Sal" using the vocabulary and themes discussed in
class. They can include drawings, labels with key terms, and short captions to
showcase their understanding of the story's setting and characters. This
assignment will reinforce their vocabulary retention while allowing for creative
expression at home.

Conclusion



Recap

Through the "Blueberries for Sal" ESL lesson plan, students have expanded their
vocabulary with nature-related terms, honed their listening skills through immersive
activities, and engaged in imaginative role play based on the book. Moreover,
they've practiced reading comprehension and creative writing to express their own
stories.

Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on the lesson's activities and how they can apply
newly acquired vocabulary and language skills beyond the classroom. Prompt them
to think about ways in which storytelling and creative expression can enhance their
English language development both academically and personally.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The "Blueberries for Sal" ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due
to its ability to engage students while developing their language skills. Here are a
few reasons why this topic is great for ESL learning:

1. Familiar and relatable: The story of "Blueberries for Sal" revolves around a young
girl and her mother going blueberry picking, a familiar and relatable activity for
many students. This familiarity helps students connect with the story, making it
easier for them to comprehend and engage in activities related to the theme.

2. Rich vocabulary development: The lesson plan provides ample opportunities to
introduce and reinforce vocabulary related to nature, fruits, animals, exploration,
and more through storytelling, activities, and discussions. This enhances students'
vocabulary repertoire while giving them exposure to contextually relevant terms.
3. Multimodal learning: The lesson plan incorporates various modes of
communication such as listening comprehension exercises, role plays, reading



comprehension tasks, creative writing assignments - enabling learners with
different learning styles or preferences to actively participate in the lesson.

4. Cultural engagement: As "Blueberries for Sal" is set in Maine with a backdrop of
blueberry picking traditions, it offers a chance for cultural exploration by
introducing students to different customs and practices from around the world.

5. Creativity and imagination: Through role-playing activities or creative
assignments like writing alternative endings or creating visual representations of
scenes from the story book , this lesson plan encourages learners' creativity while
providing valuable practice opportunities across language skills.

By integrating language development with engaging content like "Blueberries for
Sal," ESL learners benefit from an immersive experience that fosters their linguistic
growth while increasing engagement and interest in their English language
acquisition journey



