
Introduction

Business Ethics is a crucial topic for ESL learners, especially those who are aiming

to enter the global business world. This ESL lesson plan on Business Ethics aims to

familiarize students with essential vocabulary and ethical concepts needed in a

professional environment. Understanding business ethics is vital as it not only

promotes integrity and fairness but also helps individuals navigate complex

corporate scenarios. With this lesson, students can develop their language skills

while gaining insight into navigating moral dilemmas in the workplace.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Ethical Dilemma

A situation in which a difficult choice has to be made between two

actions, both of which have negative consequences based on ethics

or values.

Integrity The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles.

Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR)

The ethical framework under which a company operates by

considering the interests of society by taking responsibility for the

impact of its activities on customers, employees, shareholders,

communities, and the environment.

Whistleblowing
The act of reporting unethical or illegal behavior within an

organization to external parties or authorities.

Code of Conduct

A set of rules outlining the social norms and rules and

responsibilities within or related to an organization. It defines how

individuals should interact and behave towards one another while

employed by that company.



Contextual Usage

1. Ethical Dilemma: During the case study discussion, we will explore an ethical

dilemma faced by a business executive that challenges their moral values.

2. Integrity: We will analyze how integrity plays a crucial role in building trust

with clients and stakeholders through real-life corporate examples.

3. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): The class will discuss how CSR

initiatives benefit both businesses and society as a whole using recent news

articles.

4. Whistleblowing: Students will engage in a debate regarding whistleblowing

scenarios prevalent in different industries to understand its impact.

5. Code of Conduct: Through group exercises, students will create their own code

of conduct for an imaginary company while considering various ethical aspects.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on business ethics, start with a thought-provoking scenario.

Divide the class into small groups and present them with a hypothetical ethical

dilemma that employees might face in a corporate setting. Encourage students to

discuss and debate the best course of action, emphasizing the vocabulary related

to business ethics. This activity not only sets the stage for the lesson but also

encourages critical thinking and collaboration among students.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity 1: Case Study Analysis (Reading and

Writing)

Start by providing the students with a case study of an ethical dilemma faced by a

company. In their groups, students should read the case study and then discuss and



write down potential solutions to the problem. Encourage them to use the

vocabulary related to business ethics as they present their solutions.

Activity 2: Roleplay Scenario (Roleplay)

Prepare different workplace scenarios that involve ethical decision-making. Pair up

the students and assign each pair a scenario. They will act out the scenarios while

focusing on resolving ethical issues within a business context, using appropriate

vocabulary.

Activity 3: Ethical Debates (Group Discussions)

Divide the class into two groups for a structured debate on controversial business

practices or industry-specific ethical dilemmas. This activity will prompt students to

actively participate in discussions, defend their viewpoints, and understand varying

perspectives within ethical decision-making processes.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, assign the students tasks that reinforce the concepts covered in the

Business Ethics ESL Lesson Plan. Here are a few suggestions:

1. Research Assignment: Ask students to choose a company and research its

corporate social responsibility initiatives. They should write a short report

highlighting the company's ethical practices and their impact on society.

2. Ethical Dilemma Analysis: Provide students with real-life ethical dilemmas faced

by companies or individuals and ask them to analyze each scenario from an ethical

standpoint. They should identify potential solutions, assess the consequences, and

justify their recommendations in written form.

3. Discussion Questions: Assign a set of discussion questions related to business

ethics that require students to reflect on their own values and beliefs regarding

ethical decision-making in the workplace. Encourage them to share their responses

in an online forum or during a class discussion.

Remember, these homework assignments will help solidify student understanding



of business ethics topics while encouraging independent research, critical thinking,

and effective communication skills outside of the classroom setting.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Business Ethics ESL Lesson Plan has provided students with a

comprehensive understanding of the key concepts and vocabulary surrounding

ethical decision-making in a business context. Throughout the lesson, we explored

various terms such as "ethical dilemma," "integrity," "corporate social responsibility

(CSR)," "whistleblowing," and "code of conduct." These terms are essential for

effective communication in professional settings.

Reflecting on what you have learned, consider how these concepts can be applied

to further develop your language skills. The discussion activities, case studies, and

roleplays have not only allowed you to practice using relevant vocabulary but also

encouraged critical thinking and collaboration. By analyzing ethical dilemmas and

engaging in debates, you have strengthened your ability to express opinions clearly

while considering different perspectives.

As you continue your language development journey, remember that business

ethics plays a crucial role in shaping effective communication and successful

professional relationships. By embracing integrity and ethical practices, you will not

only enhance your language skills but also establish yourself as a responsible global

citizen ready to contribute positively to the business world.

Keep exploring real-life scenarios, staying informed about current ethical issues

faced by companies worldwide. Apply the knowledge gained from this lesson plan

not just within an ESL classroom but also in everyday situations where ethical

decision-making is required. This holistic approach will continue to enrich your

language development while fostering a deeper understanding of ethics in action.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Business Ethics ESL Lesson Plan offers numerous benefits for language

learners. Here's why this topic is particularly beneficial for ESL learning:

1. Real-world Relevance: Business ethics is a topic that directly relates to students'



not only language development but also their future careers. It provides practical

knowledge and skills that can be applied in various professional settings, making

the learning experience more meaningful and applicable to the real world.

2. Vocabulary Expansion: By engaging with business ethics concepts and

discussions, students have the opportunity to expand their vocabulary repertoire in

the context of ethical decision-making, corporate responsibility, workplace

dynamics, and more. This enriches their language skills with industry-specific

terminology relevant to business environments.

3. Critical Thinking Development: Exploring ethical dilemmas promotes critical

thinking as students analyze various perspectives and evaluate potential solutions.

They learn how to weigh different options based on moral principles and rational

judgment while considering the consequences of their choices - all crucial skills in

both language development and problem-solving.

4. Cross-cultural Competence: The discussion of business ethics allows students to

explore cultural differences in ethical practices across different countries or

organizations globally. This enhances intercultural awareness, helping students

navigate diverse work environments where varying values are at play by fostering

respectful communication between individuals from different backgrounds.

5. Communication Skills Enhancement: Ethical decision-making involves effective

communication, persuasion, negotiation, and active listening - all essential

components of successful interactions within multicultural workplaces or business

contexts. By engaging with this topic through activities like roleplays or debates,

students strengthen these fundamental communication skills.

The incorporation of real-life scenarios paired with relevant vocabulary acquisition

creates an immersive learning environment that prepares ESL learners for future

professional success while developing their linguistic proficiency.


