
Introduction

Cancel Culture ESL Lesson Plan

Cancel culture has become a prevalent topic in today's society, making it essential

for students to understand its implications and effects on communication. This ESL

lesson plan aims to delve into the concept of cancel culture, discussing its impact

on language and society. Through this lesson, students will explore vocabulary

related to cancel culture, engage in discussions about real-life scenarios, and

develop their language skills while reflecting on the importance of open dialogue

and critical thinking. By addressing this timely issue, students will be better

equipped to navigate the complexities of modern communication and develop a

deeper understanding of social dynamics.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Cancel

Culture

The practice of withdrawing support for or canceling public figures and

companies after they have done or said something considered objectionable

or offensive.

Call-out

Culture

A form of publicly holding individuals or groups accountable for their actions

or words, often on social media platforms.

Public

Shaming

The act of bringing disgrace to an individual or group through public

exposure and ridicule for perceived wrongdoing.

Freedom of

Speech

The right to express one's opinions and ideas without fear of censorship,

restraint, or legal consequences.

Social Media

Activism

Using social media platforms to raise awareness and promote changes in

society regarding various issues.



Contextual Usage

- **Cancel Culture**: In today's digital age, cancel culture has become prevalent

as people readily voice their disapproval by boycotting individuals deemed

offensive.

- **Call-out Culture**: On social media, call-out culture has gained momentum

as users publicly bring attention to behaviors they consider unacceptable.

- **Public Shaming**: Public shaming often occurs when controversial

statements made by public figures lead to widespread condemnation on various

online platforms.

- **Freedom of Speech**: The debate around freedom of speech becomes

complex when considering the impact it has within the context of call-out culture.

- **Social Media Activism**: Many activists leverage social media activism to

shed light on pressing issues that require immediate attention.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the lesson on cancel culture, begin with a thought-provoking

activity. Provide students with real-life scenarios or quotes from public figures that

have sparked controversy and debate. Encourage them to discuss and express their

opinions on whether they think the individual should face repercussions for their

actions. This will not only capture students' attention but also prompt them to think

critically about the topic at hand, laying a strong foundation for meaningful

discussions throughout the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Discussion on Cancel

Culture Terms



Engage students in a group discussion about the defined terms related to cancel

culture. Present real-life scenarios where these concepts come into play and

encourage students to express their opinions and thoughts on these situations. This

activity fosters critical thinking and language usage while providing a deeper

understanding of the vocabulary.

Listening Exercise: Analyzing Public

Statements

Select public statements or speeches related to cancel culture for students to listen

to. Then, divide them into pairs for a listening exercise. Provide guiding questions

that focus on the language used, tone, and underlying messages in the context of

cancel culture. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion based on their findings to

reinforce listening comprehension and encourage critical analysis.

Roleplay Activity: Social Media Call-out

Scenarios

Create simulated social media call-out scenarios or dialogues related to cancel

culture situations. Assign roles within each scenario and have students participate

in roleplay activities where they engage in online discussions or responses

regarding contentious issues. This hands-on exercise allows students to practice

language skills in authentic contexts while understanding diverse perspectives

prevalent in online interactions.

Reading & Writing Task: Analyzing Cancel

Culture Articles

Assign articles or opinion pieces about cancel culture for individual reading tasks.

Ask students to analyze the content, identify key arguments presented, and express

their own viewpoints through written responses. This activity helps improve reading



comprehension skills as well as enhances writing proficiency by articulating

thoughts effectively.

ESL Homework Assignment

Homework Assignment: Research and Reflect

For their homework assignment, instruct students to conduct research on a recent

incident involving cancel culture. They should explore various sources such as news

articles, opinion pieces, or social media posts to gather different perspectives on

the issue. Additionally, ask them to reflect on the impact of cancel culture on

communication and society as a whole.

Encourage students to write a short essay discussing their findings and expressing

their personal opinions regarding the topic. This assignment will reinforce the

lesson content by allowing students to delve deeper into the subject matter while

developing their research and critical thinking skills.

Optional Extension Activity: Classroom Debate

For an optional extension activity, suggest organizing a classroom debate where

students can further explore cancel culture-related topics. Assign teams with

different viewpoints and provide them with designated time for preparation. During

the debate, encourage respectful discussion while focusing on effective

argumentation and persuasion skills.

The homework assignment could be expanded by asking students to prepare

arguments for their respective teams in advance of the debate. This activity not

only reinforces comprehension of cancel culture but also enhances language

proficiency through engaging in structured oral discourse.

Conclusion



In conclusion, the Cancel Culture ESL Lesson Plan has provided students with

valuable insights into the concept of cancel culture and its impact on

communication. Throughout the lesson, students have explored key vocabulary

terms, engaged in discussions and activities, and analyzed real-life scenarios

related to cancel culture.

By delving into this topic, students have developed their language skills while also

gaining a deeper understanding of social dynamics and the importance of open

dialogue. They have learned to critically analyze statements, consider diverse

perspectives, and express their own opinions effectively.

As students reflect on what they have learned from this lesson, they can apply

these skills to their language development in various ways. They can actively

engage in discussions about controversial topics using appropriate language

elements highlighted in the lesson. Furthermore, they can continue to explore

current events related to cancel culture through reading articles or participating in

online forums.

Overall, this lesson equips students with both linguistic proficiency and critical

thinking abilities necessary for effective communication in today's society. It

encourages them to approach sensitive topics with an open mind while fostering

respect for diverse viewpoints - an essential aspect of language development in an

interconnected world.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Exploring cancel culture as an ESL topic offers several benefits for language

learners. Here's why it is a great topic for ESL learning:

1. Relevant and Engaging: Cancel culture is a prevalent concept in contemporary

society, and discussing it in the classroom provides learners with language skills

that are applicable in real-life situations. It captures students' attention and

encourages active participation.

2. Vocabulary Expansion: This lesson plan introduces students to key terms and

expressions related to cancel culture, expanding their vocabulary repertoire.

Through contextual usage examples, students not only learn new words but also

develop an understanding of how these terms are used in everyday conversations.



3. Critical Thinking Skills: Cancel culture involves complex social dynamics,

providing an opportunity for students to think critically about societal issues. By

analyzing various perspectives and participating in debates or discussions, learners

enhance their ability to evaluate information critically while expressing their

opinions effectively.

4. Cross-cultural Awareness: Cancel culture is not limited to any specific region or

community; it reflects global phenomena of public criticism and accountability

campaigns on social media platforms. Exploring this topic encourages intercultural

understanding as students compare cultural attitudes towards controversial issues

and discuss the impact of cancel culture across different contexts.

5.Language Proficiency Development: This lesson plan incorporates listening,

reading, writing, speaking activities that target different language skills essential for

overall proficiency development. Students improve their comprehension abilities

through listening exercises, strengthen reading comprehension through analyzing

articles/opinions pieces related to cancel culture topics they read as part of

homework assignments,

hone writing skills by expressing thoughts persuasively through reflective essays or

presenting arguments during roleplay activities or debate sessions develop fluency

via engaging discussion opportunities throughout the lesson.

By engaging with the complexities of cancel culture during ESL lessons learners

acquire vital linguistic tools while cultivating critical thinking abilities necessary for

effective communication in diverse environments.


