Introduction

The Charles Dickens Literary ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the renowned
author's works, such as "Great Expectations" and "A Tale of Two Cities," while
providing a platform for language development. This lesson plan aims to engage
students in English language learning through exploring Dickens' iconic literary
pieces, enriching their vocabulary, and fostering critical thinking skills. By delving
into the compelling narratives and themes of Dickens' novels, students can
enhance their language proficiency while gaining insights into timeless literature.
Through this ESL lesson plan, students will not only enhance their English language
skills but also develop a deeper appreciation for classic literature.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Refers to the period of Queen Victoria's reign in the United Kingdom
Victorian era from 1837 to 1901, characterized by industrial growth and significant
social reforms.

Unfair treatment or hardships experienced by individuals or
Social injustice communities within society, often due to discrimination, poverty, or
unequal access to resources.

The separation and disparity between different social classes based on

Class divide wealth, education, and privilege.

A genre that combines fiction with elements of horror, death, and

Gothic literature romanticism often set in bleak or remote landscapes.

Character The process through which a character undergoes changes in
development personality, traits, or beliefs throughout the storyline of a literary work.



Contextual Usage

- The novel highlights the social injustice present during the Victorian era as
characters struggle against poverty.

- The class divide is evident when contrasting the lifestyles of wealthy individuals
with those living in destitution.

- Dickens' use of gothic literature elements creates an eerie atmosphere
throughout the story.

- The character development of Pip from innocence to maturity forms a central
theme in 'Great Expectations.'

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for the Charles Dickens Literary ESL Lesson Plan, start with an
engaging warm-up activity. Prepare a series of short scenarios based on characters
and themes from Dickens' works, such as encounters between different social
classes or characters facing moral dilemmas. Assign each student a role and
encourage them to improvise a brief dialogue using vocabulary and language
elements relevant to the lesson. This activity not only familiarizes students with key
concepts but also ignites their interest in exploring Dickens' literature and the
associated language skills.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Traits

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of characters
from Dickens' novels. Instruct them to brainstorm and identify personality traits
exhibited by these characters. Each group should then present their findings to the
class, offering supporting evidence from the texts. This activity encourages



students to delve into character analysis, expanding their vocabulary while
fostering group discussions.

Roleplay: Social Class Skits

Assign students different social roles based on characters from Dickens' works,
representing varying societal classes. Task them with creating short skits illustrating
interactions between individuals from different social strata. This hands-on exercise
promotes immersive learning as students embody the language and behaviors
typical of each class, facilitating a deeper understanding of societal dynamics
prevalent in Victorian literature.

Reading and Writing: Modern-Day Parallels

Provide excerpts from Dickens' novels that depict social issues such as poverty or
inequality. Ask students to reflect on these themes and draw connections to
contemporary society. Encourage critical thinking through a written assignment
where students express their thoughts on how these issues manifest in today's
world. Conclude with a group discussion to exchange viewpoints and enhance
comprehension.

Listening Comprehension: Literary Podcast
Analysis

Present an audio clip or podcast episode discussing aspects of Charles Dickens'
literary works or life. Guide students through active listening exercises by providing
discussion prompts related to the content they've heard, fostering attentive
comprehension skills while incorporating auditory learning techniques.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with exploring a specific Charles Dickens novel



or short story and identifying key elements such as character development, social
themes, and language usage. They are required to write a reflective analysis or
create a visual presentation highlighting their observations and insights gained
from the reading. Encouraging independent exploration of the text further
reinforces the lesson content while fostering critical thinking skills and literary
appreciation.

Conclusion

Lesson Summary

Throughout this Charles Dickens Literary ESL Lesson Plan, students have delved
into the captivating world of Dickensian literature, exploring themes of social
injustice, character development, and the Victorian era. By engaging with his
works, students have expanded their vocabulary and language comprehension
while gaining valuable insights into historical and societal contexts.

Reflective Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how the language elements
and literary themes encountered can be applied in their language development.
The exposure to complex narratives and nuanced vocabulary equips them with a
deeper understanding of English as well as an appreciation for classic literature.
This experience not only enhances their language skills but also encourages critical
thinking and cultural awareness.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning



Cultural and Linguistic Enrichment

Exploring the literary works of Charles Dickens provides ESL students with a rich
cultural and linguistic experience. The depth of themes and language complexity in
Dickens' writing offers an immersive learning opportunity, allowing students to
expand their vocabulary, improve reading comprehension, and develop critical
analysis skills.

Historical Context and Relevance

Studying Charles Dickens' literature not only nurtures language skills but also
fosters an understanding of historical contexts, social issues, and cultural nuances.
This topic enables ESL learners to engage with timeless themes still relevant today,
promoting a holistic approach to language acquisition through the exploration of
influential literary classics.



