Introduction

The Cockney Rhyming Slang ESL Lesson Plan is a unique and engaging topic
designed to immerse students in the quirky world of London's Cockney dialect. This
lesson plan serves the purpose of not only expanding students' English vocabulary
but also introducing them to the rich cultural heritage of Cockney language.
Through this lesson, students will gain insight into how words are creatively
manipulated through rhyme, fostering a deeper understanding of English as a
dynamic and evolving language. The unconventional nature of Cockney Rhyming
Slang provides an opportunity for ESL learners to explore linguistic creativity while
enhancing their communication skills.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Apples and Pears Stairs
Trouble and Strife Wife
Daisy Roots Boots
Bread and Honey Money
Dog and Bone Phone

Contextual Usage



Example: He tripped on the Apples and Pears.

Example: | need to talk to my Trouble and Strife about it.
Example: His Daisy Roots were covered in mud.

Example: Can you lend me some Bread and Honey?
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Example: The Dog rang the Dog and Bone.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Cockney Rhyming Slang ESL lesson, begin with a fun and interactive
warm-up activity. Introduce students to some basic Cockney Rhyming Slang
expressions and ask them to guess the meaning of each phrase. For example,
"apples and pears" means "stairs," "trouble and strife" means "wife," and so on.
Encourage students to come up with their own creative rhyming slang expressions
related to everyday objects or actions. This activity not only captures students'
attention but also sets the tone for an engaging lesson on this unique linguistic
phenomenon.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Rhyme ldentification

1. Provide a list of common Cockney Rhyming Slang expressions.

2. Divide students into pairs or small groups.

3. Give each group a set of index cards or slips of paper.

4. Instruct students to match each Cockney Rhyming Slang expression with its
corresponding meaning by writing the rhyming word on one side and the meaning
on the other.

5. Encourage students to discuss their answers and work together to correctly
match the expressions.

6. Have groups share their matches and discuss any differences or challenges they
encountered.



Listening Activity: Guess the Expression

1. Prepare a set of recordings featuring native speakers using Cockney Rhyming
Slang expressions in context.

2.Play one recording at a time, pausing after each expression is used.

3.Ask students to listen carefully and try to guess the meaning of each expression
based on context clues and their knowledge of rhyming slang.

4.Provide time for discussion in pairs or small groups, allowing students to share
their guesses and reasoning behind them.

5.Play the recording again for verification and clarification, highlighting key words
that helped determine the meaning.

Roleplay Activity: Ordering at a Mockney Cafe

1.Set up a mock cafe scene where students pretend to be customers ordering food
and drinks from waitstaff using Cockney Rhyming Slang phrases (e.qg., "I'll have a
cuppa Rosie Lee").

2.Provide a list of common food items and corresponding slang expressions for
menu options (e.g., "bacon sandwich" = "rack of lamb").

3.Assign roles for customers and waitstaff, encouraging creativity in using rhymes
during interactions (e.qg., "Alright mate! I'll have some trouble & strife...that means
pie & mash!")

4.Encourage students to practice pronunciation and natural speaking patterns while
incorporating the slang expressions.

5.Facilitate group discussions after the roleplay to reflect on their experiences,
challenges encountered, and new vocabulary learned.

Reading and Writing Activity: Create Your Own
Rhyming Slang

1.Provide a selection of common English words to students.
2.Challenge students to come up with their own Cockney Rhyming Slang
expressions by creating a rhyming phrase that represents each word (e.qg., "daisy



roots" for "boots").

3.Allow students time to write down their expressions and definitions.
4.Encourage creativity in using appropriate rhymes and associations with the
original words.

5.Have students share their creations in pairs or small groups, explaining the
reasoning behind each expression.

ESL Homework Assighnment

Homework Assignment: Rhyming Slang
Dialogue

Assign students to create a dialogue using Cockney Rhyming Slang expressions.
Instruct them to write a conversation between two characters where they
incorporate at least five different slang phrases naturally into the dialogue.
Encourage students to be creative and showcase their understanding of the
expressions. They can also include context clues or explanations within the
dialogue to help their readers understand the meaning of each phrase.

Bonus Activity: Rhyme Research Project

For an extra challenge, assign students to research and explore more Cockney
Rhyming Slang expressions on their own. They can create a mini project where they
compile a list of additional terms along with their meanings and examples of usage
in sentences. Students can present their findings in class or submit it as written
work, demonstrating their ability to independently discover new vocabulary and
apply it in practical contexts.

Note: The specific homework assignments may vary depending on the level and
needs of your ESL learners. Adapt these suggestions accordingly.

Conclusion



In conclusion, the Cockney Rhyming Slang ESL Lesson Plan has introduced students
to the fascinating world of Cockney language and its unique use of rhyming
expressions. Throughout this lesson, students have learned key terms and their
meanings, practiced identifying and using these expressions in context, engaged in
interactive activities, and explored their creativity through roleplay and writing
exercises.

Reflecting on what they have learned, students can appreciate the dynamic nature
of language and how it evolves within different communities. They have gained
insights into linguistic creativity and expanded their vocabulary through exposure
to Cockney Rhyming Slang.

The knowledge gained from this lesson can be applied to further enhance students'
language development. They can explore different regional dialects or slang
expressions within English-speaking communities to deepen their understanding of
cultural nuances. Studying rhyming slang also improves listening comprehension
skills as students become attuned to context cues when encountering unfamiliar
expressions.

As students continue on their English learning journey, they are now equipped with
a new set of vocabulary skills and cultural knowledge that will enrich their
communications in both informal settings among friends or family and formal
situations where understanding diverse forms of speech becomes essential.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Engaging and Fun Learning Experience

The Cockney Rhyming Slang ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating and enjoyable
learning experience for ESL students. Exploring the unique linguistic phenomenon
of Cockney Rhyming Slang helps make language learning more exciting and
engaging. The use of creative rhymes and associations sparks students' curiosity,
inviting them to explore how language can be manipulated in a playful manner.



Cultural Appreciation

Learning about Cockney Rhyming Slang also provides an opportunity for ESL
students to appreciate the cultural diversity within the English language. It
introduces them to a specific dialect rooted in London's rich cultural heritage,
allowing them to gain insights into regional variations of English and how language
reflects local traditions and identity.

Vocabulary Expansion

Studying Cockney Rhyming Slang expands students' vocabulary by introducing
them to unique expressions that may not be found in traditional textbooks or formal
English lessons. Exposing learners to colloquialisms, slang, and idiomatic
expressions enhances their language skills beyond standard grammar rules,
enabling them to communicate more effectively with native speakers in everyday
situations.

Promotes Listening Comprehension Skills

By engaging with spoken examples of Cockney Rhyming Slang through listening
exercises or interactive activities, ESL learners develop essential listening
comprehension skills. They learn to identify context clues, intonation patterns, and
non-verbal cues that aid understanding when encountering unfamiliar expressions
or accents in real-life conversations.

Incorporating the topic of Cockney Rhyming Slang into ESL lessons not only
strengthens language proficiency but also fosters cultural awareness and
appreciation among students. It offers a unique lens through which they can
explore the dynamic nature of languages while enhancing their overall
communication skills.



