
Introduction

The David Goes to School ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage English as a

Second Language (ESL) students in learning English with the popular children's

book "David Goes to School" by David Shannon. This lesson plan aims to help

students build their vocabulary, improve language comprehension, and enhance

their language skills through various engaging activities. The story about David’s

adventures at school provides an excellent platform for ESL learners to explore

essential themes such as behavior, rules, and routines in school. By using relatable

content like this book, students are able to practice new vocabulary words and

grasp grammar concepts more effectively.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Rules
A set of explicit or understood regulations or principles governing conduct

within a particular environment, such as a school.

Behavior The way in which one acts or conducts oneself, especially towards others.

Consequences The effect, result, or outcome of something occurring earlier.

Apologize
(verb) To express regret for something that one has done wrong and to ask

for forgiveness.

Homework
Tasks assigned to students by teachers that are intended to be carried out

during non-school hours.

Contextual Usage



1. The school has specific rules regarding uniform and behavior.

2. David faced consequences for misbehaving in the classroom.

3. He had to apologize to his teacher for not completing his homework on time.

4. Students must complete their homework assignments before the next class.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To begin the lesson with a lively warm-up activity, students can participate in a

roleplay scenario. Divide the class into two groups and assign them roles as

teachers and students. The "teachers" can pretend to enforce different school rules

and student behavior, while the "students" act out these scenarios by following or

breaking the rules. This activity sets the tone for discussing classroom conduct,

vocabulary related to rules, behavior, and consequences - all central themes of the

book "David Goes to School."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Bingo

Assist the students in creating their own bingo cards using vocabulary words from

the story. Then, call out definitions or sentences related to these words while the

students mark off the corresponding vocabulary terms on their cards. This activity

encourages active listening and reinforces word recognition.

Roleplay: Classroom Rules Skit

Divide the class into small groups and have each group create a short skit that

illustrates a specific classroom rule or appropriate behavior. This exercise allows for



creativity, enhances understanding of school rules, and promotes collaborative

learning through group discussions.

Listening Exercise: Follow Instructions Game

In this interactive game, provide students with a series of instructions related to

typical classroom activities (e.g., "Stand up," "Open your books," "Pair up with a

partner"). Students must listen carefully and follow the given instructions promptly.

This activity helps improve listening comprehension while reinforcing common

classroom phrases.

Reading and Writing Task: Rule Creation

Ask students to brainstorm and write down their own set of rules for an ideal

classroom setting based on what they think would make it fair and engaging.

Encourage them to explain why each rule is important. Afterward, facilitate a class

discussion where they can share their ideas and reasoning behind each rule they

propose.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are encouraged to create a short story or comic strip

depicting a school-related scenario that incorporates the vocabulary and behavioral

concepts explored in the lesson. This assignment helps reinforce their

understanding of classroom rules, behavior, and consequences while fostering

creativity in language use. Students can also practice writing skills and expand their

vocabulary by incorporating new words from the lesson into their stories or comic

strips.

Conclusion



Summary

The David Goes to School ESL Lesson Plan provided a comprehensive exploration of

vocabulary related to rules, behavior, and consequences within a school setting.

The activities engaged students in interactive learning experiences, fostering

understanding of essential language concepts.

Reflection

Reflecting on this lesson, students can recognize the practical application of

language in everyday scenarios like following rules and expressing oneself

appropriately. By internalizing the vocabulary and concepts from this lesson,

students can improve their communication skills and navigate various social

situations effectively, contributing to their overall language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The David Goes to School ESL Lesson Plan is an ideal topic for ESL learning due to

its relatability, practicality, and ability to engage students. By using a story that

centers around school life, students can easily connect with the content and apply it

to their own experiences. The theme of rules, behavior, and consequences is highly

relevant in any language-learning context as it introduces essential vocabulary and

language structures that students encounter in their daily lives.

Moreover, this lesson plan offers numerous opportunities for interactive activities

such as roleplays, discussions, and creative writing exercises. These hands-on

activities enable students to practice their language skills in a meaningful way

while fostering collaboration and critical thinking.

Furthermore, exploring the topic of school rules helps develop important social skills

such as understanding expectations, following instructions, and respectful

communication. By engaging with this subject matter through the David Goes to

School ESL Lesson Plan, students not only improve their English proficiency but also

gain valuable life skills that can be applied beyond the classroom.



Overall, the relevance of the topic combined with its interactive nature makes the

David Goes to School ESL Lesson Plan an excellent choice for helping ESL learners

enhance their language abilities while building key social competencies.


