
Introduction

The ESL lesson plan on Describing Places is crucial for English language learners as

it equips them with the vocabulary and conversational skills necessary to describe

various locations. This topic is significant as it enables students to effectively

communicate about different places, enhancing their descriptive language abilities.

Understanding how to describe places not only aids in day-to-day conversations but

also forms a foundation for more advanced language skills. By delving into this

lesson, students can expand their vocabulary, improve their fluency, and gain

confidence in expressing themselves in English.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Scenic Having or providing a pleasing view of natural scenery.

Sprawling Extending over a large area in an untidy or uncontrolled way.

Quaint Attractively unusual or old-fashioned.

Majestic (of a place) having impressively beautiful, dignified, or imposing qualities.

Lively undefined

Contextual Usage

- The **scenic** countryside was breathtaking, with lush greenery and rolling hills



stretching as far as the eye could see.

- The city is known for its **sprawling** suburbs that seem to blend seamlessly

into the surrounding countryside.

- We spent the weekend exploring the **quaint** little village, with its charming

cobblestone streets and cozy cottages.

- The hotel was nestled at the foot of a **majestic** mountain range, offering

stunning views from every room.

- The town square was vibrant and **lively**, filled with busy markets and street

performers entertaining passersby.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To start the lesson off with energy and engagement, begin by displaying a series of

captivating images depicting various locations such as beaches, mountains, cities,

and landmarks. Encourage students to describe what they see in the images using

adjectives related to location and appearance. This activity not only prompts

students to use descriptive words but also sets a vibrant tone for discussing

different places in more depth throughout the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Adjective Hunt

Begin by providing students with a list of common adjectives used to describe

places. Then, ask them to work in pairs and find examples of these adjectives

within the classroom or school building. Once they have completed their "hunt,"

reconvene as a class to discuss their findings and the relevance of each adjective.

Listening Exercise: Audio Descriptions



Play recordings or videos featuring descriptions of various places such as famous

landmarks, natural wonders, or bustling cities. Ask students to listen carefully and

take notes on the descriptive words used. Afterward, encourage group discussions

about which adjectives were particularly effective in painting a clear picture of each

location.

Roleplay: Travel Agent Consultation

Divide the class into pairs, with one student acting as a travel agent and the other

as a customer looking for vacation destinations. The travel agents should describe

different locations using vivid language while the customers ask questions and

express their preferences for an ideal getaway.

Reading and Writing: Descriptive Essays

Assign each student a different place – real or imaginary – and have them write a

descriptive essay about it. Encourage them to incorporate various adjectives,

sensory details, and spatial concepts to bring their chosen location to life on paper.

After completing their essays, students can exchange papers for peer review and

feedback.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with creating a visual presentation or collage

that depicts a place of their choice. They should include descriptive adjectives and

phrases to label and explain different aspects of the location. Alternatively, they

can write a short essay describing their chosen place in detail, using the vocabulary

and language elements learned in class to bring it to life on paper. This assignment

reinforces the lesson content by encouraging students to further engage with

descriptive language and apply what they have learned outside of the classroom

setting.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson on Describing Places, students have learned a range of

descriptive vocabulary and language elements to effectively convey the

characteristics of different locations. They have explored adjectives, spatial

concepts, and sensory language to create vivid depictions of places in both written

and spoken form.

Reflection

As students reflect on what they have learned, they can appreciate how this lesson

enhances their ability to communicate descriptively. Furthermore, the skills

acquired in this lesson are applicable beyond describing places; they form a

foundation for expressing ideas clearly and vividly in various contexts, contributing

to their overall language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhanced Descriptive Skills

The Describing Places ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it

enhances students' descriptive skills. Through this lesson, students expand their

vocabulary and gain confidence in using descriptive language to vividly portray

various locations, thereby improving their overall communication abilities.



Real-world Application

Additionally, the ability to describe places is highly applicable to real-world

scenarios such as travel experiences, describing neighborhoods, or discussing

favorite destinations. This practical application makes the lesson relevant and

valuable to students' everyday lives and future interactions in English-speaking

environments.


