
Introduction

The ESL Lesson Plan Tic Tac Toe is a fun and engaging way to teach English

vocabulary, grammar, and speaking skills. This lesson plan utilizes the popular

game of Tic Tac Toe to create an interactive and dynamic learning experience for

ESL students. By incorporating this familiar game into the lesson, students are

motivated to participate actively while improving their language skills. The Tic Tac

Toe format allows for flexibility in adapting the lesson to various proficiency levels

and language topics, making it an adaptable tool for ESL teachers to engage their

students effectively.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Vocabulary Words and phrases of a language, including the meaning and pronunciation.

Grammar
The set of rules that explain how words are used in a language to construct

sentences.

Speaking

Skills
The ability to communicate effectively and fluently using spoken language.

Tic Tac Toe

A game in which two players take turns marking spaces in a 3x3 grid, with

the objective of getting three of their marks in a row horizontally, vertically,

or diagonally.

Adaptable
Capable of being modified or adjusted to different circumstances or

conditions.

Contextual Usage



- Teacher: Today we will focus on expanding our vocabulary with new words

related to animals.

- Student: Can you help me understand the grammar rules for using 'where' and

'when' in questions?

- Teacher: Let's practice our speaking skills by discussing different scenarios using

past tense verbs.

- Students: Let’s play Tic Tac Toe to review vocabulary words.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the ESL Lesson Plan Tic Tac Toe, start with a lively charades game where

students act out vocabulary words related to daily activities. This activity not only

warms up the students but also introduces and reinforces new vocabulary terms.

Encourage students to guess the words being acted out and then write them on the

board in a Tic Tac Toe grid to form a connection between the warm-up activity and

the main lesson. This sets a lively tone for the class while incorporating language

elements relevant to Tic Tac Toe, setting the stage for an interactive and engaging

lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Grid

Divide the class into groups of three. Provide each group with a Tic Tac Toe grid and

a list of vocabulary words related to a specific theme. Instruct the students to take

turns choosing a word from the list, define it, and use it in a sentence. If they do so

correctly, they can mark that space on the grid with their team's symbol. The first

team to get three in a row wins.

Listening Exercise: Tic Tac Toe Dictation



Pair up students and give one student in each pair a Tic Tac Toe grid filled with

words or sentences related to the lesson's target vocabulary or grammar. The

student with the grid reads out words or sentences while their partner fills in their

own blank grid based on what they hear. This exercise sharpens listening skills

while reinforcing content.

Roleplay Activity: Vocabulary Challenge

Assign each student several vocabulary words relevant to daily activities or

common phrases used in specific situations. Have them create short roleplay

dialogues incorporating these terms. Then, have pairs perform their dialogues for

the class as part of a friendly competition where classmates mark off spaces on

their grids when they hear a specific word.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Story

Completion

Distribute an incomplete story (related to the lesson theme) amongst groups of four

students, ensuring each member receives only part of it. Instruct them to read what

they have, complete one sentence on their own paper based on what was read,

then fold it over leaving only that completed sentence visible for the next person to

continue from there until all parts are completed. After unfolding and reading aloud,

students can mark off any terms written by others that match those on their grids.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will create their own Tic Tac Toe grid with vocabulary words

or phrases they have learned from the lesson. They should then challenge a family

member or friend to play Tic Tac Toe using the grid, explaining the meaning of each

word before placing their X or O. This activity reinforces vocabulary retention while

promoting engagement outside of the classroom.



Conclusion

Summary

The ESL Lesson Plan Tic Tac Toe incorporates vocabulary building, listening,

roleplay, and reading and writing activities using the familiar game format to

engage students and enhance their language skills.

Reflection

Reflect on how integrating everyday activities and games into learning English can

make the process more interactive. Consider how the new vocabulary and grammar

encountered in the lesson can be used in daily conversations to reinforce language

development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The ESL Lesson Plan Tic Tac Toe is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its

interactive and engaging nature. Here are a few reasons why it is a great choice:

Active Engagement

Tic Tac Toe actively engages students in the learning process. By incorporating the

familiar game format, students become active participants, enhancing their

motivation and making learning more enjoyable.

Vocabulary Expansion



Through various activities within the lesson plan, students have opportunities to

expand their vocabulary knowledge. Whether it's through word grids or roleplay

dialogues, Tic Tac Toe provides a platform for students to explore new words and

phrases related to different themes.

Language Practice

The lesson plan focuses on different language skills such as listening, speaking,

reading, and writing. Students get ample practice in these areas through activities

like dictation exercises or story completions. This helps them reinforce their

language abilities while having fun with the game.

Adaptability

Tic Tac Toe can be adapted to suit various proficiency levels and language topics.

Teachers can customize the lesson plan according to their students' needs, whether

they are beginners focusing on basic vocabulary or advanced learners working on

complex grammar structures.

Overall, the ESL Lesson Plan Tic Tac Toe offers an interactive and adaptable

approach that keeps students motivated while improving their language skills in an

enjoyable way.


