
Introduction

The ESL Reported Speech Lesson Plan is aimed at helping students understand and

effectively use reported speech in English. This topic is important as it not only

enhances students' language skills but also their ability to communicate

information accurately and confidently. Reported speech, also known as indirect

speech, plays a crucial role in everyday conversations, interviews, and written

communication. By mastering this topic, students will be better equipped to convey

messages attributed to someone else, making their language usage more

sophisticated and versatile. Additionally, understanding reported speech can lead to

improved comprehension of media sources such as news articles or interviews,

further highlighting its significance in English language learning.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Reported

Speech

The reporting of what someone else has said. In reported speech, the

speaker changes the tense of the original sentence and often pronouns too.

Direct Speech
The exact words spoken by a person, indicated by quotation marks in

written English.

'Said'

Synonyms

'Said' synonyms such as 'told', 'stated', 'explained', and 'mentioned' are

commonly used in reported speech to add variety to sentences.

'Ask'

Synonyms

'Ask' synonyms like 'inquire', 'request', and 'question' are frequently used in

reported speech when reporting questions or requests made by someone

else.

Time

Expressions

Expressions indicating when the reported speech took place or is taking

place, such as yesterday, last week, now, at present,



Contextual Usage

- The teacher explained that they would conduct a quiz later. (Reported Speech)

- She said, “I am going to the store.” (Direct Speech)

- He mentioned that he was not feeling well. ('Said' Synonyms)

- They requested if we could join them for dinner. ('Ask' Synonyms)

- She told me she had finished her homework yesterday. (Time Expressions)

ESL Warm-up Activity

To start off the lesson on reported speech, engage students in a fun and interactive

warm-up activity called "Quote Relay." Divide the class into two teams and provide

each team with a list of direct speech quotes. Each team member will take turns

relaying a direct speech quote to their teammates using reported speech. For

example, if the direct speech quote is "I love learning English," the student may

report it as "He/she said that he/she loves learning English." This activity not only

sets the tone for understanding reported speech but also encourages teamwork,

creativity, and quick thinking. It's an excellent way to energize students and

prepare them for the lesson ahead while incorporating language elements relevant

to the ESL Reported Speech Lesson Plan.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity 1: Rearranging Reported Speech

Start by providing students with a set of direct speech quotes. Ask them to work

individually or in pairs to convert these direct quotes into reported speech. After a

designated time, have students share their reported speech conversions and

discuss any differences among the responses. This activity strengthens

understanding of how verb tenses and pronouns change when converting direct

speech to reported speech.



Activity 2: Roleplay Interview

In this activity, students pair up and take turns conducting interviews using both

direct and reported speech. One student acts as the interviewer asking questions in

direct speech while the other responds using reported speech to convey their

answers. This roleplay not only reinforces the use of reported speech but also

encourages active listening and speaking skills.

Activity 3: Reporting News Headlines

Provide students with a selection of news headlines presented in direct quotation

form. In groups, ask them to rewrite the headlines using reported speech.

Encourage discussions within each group on how best to convey the main idea

while maintaining accurate reporting.

This engaging series of activities offers practical applications for utilizing reported

speeches while fostering collaboration, critical thinking, and language practice in

various contexts within an ESL classroom setting.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with finding news articles or stories and

rewriting the reported speech within them into direct speech. This assignment

reinforces the lesson content by requiring students to identify instances of reported

speech in real-world contexts and transform them to direct speech. Additionally,

they are encouraged to note any changes in verb tenses and pronouns during this

transformation. This activity serves as a practical application of the lesson's

concepts and encourages independent learning outside of the classroom.

Conclusion



Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have gained a comprehensive understanding of

reported speech, including its usage, conversion from direct speech, and the

changes in verb forms and pronouns. They have also practiced applying this

knowledge in various exercises and activities.

Reflection

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the concept of reported speech can

make language usage more nuanced. Understanding how to report what others

have said is essential for effective communication and comprehension across

different contexts. In recognizing these principles and practicing their application,

students can enhance their language development by incorporating reported

speech into their everyday conversations and written expressions.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Reported speech is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to its multiple benefits in

language development. Here are a few reasons why the ESL Reported Speech

Lesson Plan is a great addition to any curriculum:

1. Expanded Vocabulary: Engaging with reported speech allows learners to

encounter a range of vocabulary, including synonyms for "said" and "asked." This

exposure expands their linguistic repertoire and enables them to express

themselves more effectively.

2. Improved Listening and Comprehension Skills: Teaching reported speech

helps students sharpen their listening skills as they must accurately report what

they have heard from others. This practice encourages attentive listening,

comprehension of context, and the ability to extract key information.

3. Critical Thinking and Analysis: Utilizing reported speech requires students to

analyze information, differentiate between direct and indirect speech, consider verb

tense changes, and evaluate pronoun usage. These cognitive processes enhance



critical thinking abilities within language learning.

4. Cultural Awareness: The study of reported speech allows students insight into

different cultural norms regarding communication styles, politeness levels, and

indirectness in conversations across various languages and societies.

5. Effective Communication Skills: Mastering the skill of reporting what others

have said empowers learners with clear communication tools for interviews,

presentations, social interactions, or even storytelling situations where quoting or

paraphrasing previous conversations is required.

By integrating the ESL Reported Speech Lesson Plan into language lessons,

teachers can provide students with essential skills that promote vocabulary

expansion, strengthen listening comprehension abilities,

nurture critical thinking capacities,

cultivate cultural awareness,

and enhance overall communication proficiency in English.


