
Introduction

The Elevator Pitch ESL Lesson Plan is designed to help students develop the

essential language skills needed to deliver a concise and persuasive speech about

themselves or a specific topic within a short time frame, similar to an elevator ride.

This lesson plan is crucial as it equips students with the ability to communicate

effectively in high-pressure situations, such as job interviews or networking events.

Mastering the art of delivering an elevator pitch not only enhances English

language proficiency but also builds confidence and professionalism, making it a

vital skill for ESL learners in their personal and professional development.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Elevator Pitch
A brief and persuasive speech that introduces a product, service, or

oneself in a compelling manner within a short time frame.

Introduction
The opening part of an elevator pitch where the speaker introduces

themselves or the topic they are going to discuss.

Persuasive

Language

Words and phrases aimed at convincing the listener to take action or

agree with the speaker's point of view.

Networking
The process of creating and maintaining relationships with others,

especially for professional development or business opportunities.

Concise

Communication

The ability to express ideas clearly and briefly without unnecessary

details.

Contextual Usage



- Example: In a job interview, it's essential to have an effective elevator pitch

prepared to introduce yourself professionally within a limited timeframe.

- Example: The entrepreneur delivered her elevator pitch with persuasive

language that captivated potential investors.

- Example: Networking events provide opportunities for individuals to practice

concise communication by delivering compelling elevator pitches about their

businesses.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Elevator Pitch ESL Lesson Plan, begin with an engaging

warm-up activity. Provide each student with a random topic or item, such as "Your

Favorite Hobby" or "Smartphones," and ask them to prepare a 30-second elevator

pitch about the given topic. This activity will prompt students to think on their feet

and use language elements relevant to persuasive communication, such as

introducing themselves clearly and succinctly while expressing their passion for the

topic. Encourage participation from all students to create a dynamic and interactive

learning environment.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Elevator Pitch Brainstorm

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a specific industry or

scenario (e.g., technology, sales, job interview). Instruct them to brainstorm and

write down relevant vocabulary and persuasive language that would be effective in

an elevator pitch for their assigned topic. Encourage group discussions to exchange

ideas and create a list of vocabulary words commonly used in elevator pitches

within different contexts.



Roleplay: Elevator Pitch Practice

Pair up the students and assign roles as the speaker and listener. Each student will

take turns delivering their prepared elevator pitch while the listener provides

constructive feedback on elements like clarity, persuasiveness, and language

proficiency. Rotate roles to ensure all students have a chance to practice both

speaking and giving feedback.

Listening: Analyzing Elevator Pitches

Select various real-life elevator pitch videos or audio clips from different industries

or individuals introducing themselves. Have students listen attentively while taking

notes on the vocabulary used, persuasive language techniques applied, and overall

impression of each pitch. Follow this with a group discussion where students share

their observations about effective communication strategies.

Reading & Writing: Crafting Your Elevator Pitch

Provide students with templates or guiding questions about structuring an elevator

pitch (e.g., Who are you? What do you do? What makes you unique?). Students can

then individually write down their own elevator pitches based on the provided

prompts. This can be followed by peer review sessions where they can exchange

written pitches for feedback before presenting orally in front of the class for further

practice.

ESL Homework Assignment

For the homework assignment, students are tasked with creating their own elevator

pitch on a topic of their choice. They should apply the vocabulary, persuasive

language techniques, and structure learned in class to craft a compelling 30-60

second pitch. Encourage students to practice delivering their pitch multiple times

and seek feedback from friends or family. Additionally, they can research and watch



elevator pitches in various professional contexts to gain more insight into effective

communication strategies.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this Elevator Pitch ESL Lesson Plan, students have learned the

importance of delivering a concise and persuasive speech within a short time

frame. They gained insights into using persuasive language, crafting impactful

introductions, and developing the ability to communicate clearly and persuasively.

Reflective Application

Encourage students to reflect on how the skills learned in this lesson can be applied

not only in professional settings but also in their overall language development.

Prompt them to consider how mastering the art of delivering an elevator pitch can

enhance their communication skills, boost confidence, and improve their ability to

express themselves effectively in English.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Elevator Pitch ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning because it

offers several benefits to students.

Develops Language Fluency

Crafting and delivering an elevator pitch requires students to use the English



language effectively and efficiently. By practicing concise communication within a

short timeframe, students enhance their fluency in expressing ideas and concepts

in a clear, coherent manner.

Enhances Communication Skills

Mastering the art of delivering an elevator pitch helps students develop essential

communication skills that can be applied in various real-life situations. They learn

how to introduce themselves confidently, articulate their thoughts persuasively,

and engage others through effective storytelling techniques.

Builds Confidence

Preparing and presenting an elevator pitch allows students to build confidence in

public speaking, self-presentation, and networking settings. As they develop their

language skills and become more comfortable with expressing themselves

succinctly, their overall confidence in using English improves.

Promotes Critical Thinking

Creating an engaging elevator pitch requires students to analyze audience needs,

identify key messages, structure content logically, and choose persuasive language

effectively. Through this process of critical thinking and analysis, students sharpen

their problem-solving skills while developing persuasive arguments.

Incorporating the Elevator Pitch ESL Lesson Plan into the curriculum provides a

practical platform for ESL learners where they can apply language skills in authentic

contexts while enhancing overall proficiency in English communication.


