
Introduction

The Figurative Language Lesson Plan introduces students to the fascinating world of

literary devices and non-literal expressions in the English language. This topic is

crucial for ESL learners as it enhances their understanding of figurative language,

enabling them to comprehend and appreciate various forms of written and spoken

English. By learning about metaphors, similes, idioms, and other figurative

expressions, students can elevate their language skills by using more colorful and

imaginative language in both speaking and writing. Understanding figurative

language also fosters cultural awareness by delving into the nuances of expressions

that are unique to different English-speaking regions.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Metaphor
A figure of speech that describes an object or action in a way that isn't

literally true, but helps explain an idea or make a comparison.

Simile
A figure of speech that makes a comparison, showing similarities between

two different things using the words 'like' or 'as'.

Idiom
An expression peculiar to a particular language that does not translate to a

simple word-for-word equivalent in another language.

Personification
Attributing human characteristics to something non-human, like animals,

objects, or abstract concepts.

Hyperbole
Exaggerated statements or claims not meant to be taken literally. It's used

for emphasis or effect.



Contextual Usage

- Metaphor: Her heart is made of stone.

- Simile: She sings like an angel.

- Idiom: It's raining cats and dogs.

- Personification: The wind whispered through the trees.

- Hyperbole: I'm so hungry I could eat a horse.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kickstart the Figurative Language Lesson Plan, begin with a fun activity called

"Expression Charades." Write down various idioms, metaphors, similes, and other

figurative language expressions on separate slips of paper. Place these slips in a hat

or container. Then, have students take turns drawing a slip and silently acting out

the expression while their classmates guess what it is. This lively warm-up activity

not only grabs students' attention but also familiarizes them with different types of

figurative language in an interactive way.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Figurative Language

Scavenger Hunt

Divide the class into small groups and provide them with a list of figurative

language expressions. Instruct each group to search for examples of these

expressions in literary works, advertisements, or online articles. After a set amount

of time, regroup and discuss the examples found.

Listening Exercise: Figurative Language in

Music Lyrics



Play song excerpts containing various forms of figurative language. Ask students to

identify the figurative elements and discuss their meanings in pairs or small groups.

Encourage them to share their interpretations with the class.

Roleplay Activity: Creating Dialogue with

Figurative Language

Assign each pair of students a scenario (e.g., meeting an old friend) and instruct

them to create a dialogue using as many types of figurative language as possible.

After preparation time, have pairs perform their dialogues for the class.

Reading and Writing Task: Analyzing Figurative

Language in Short Stories

Provide students with short stories that contain various examples of figurative

language. In groups, ask them to identify these expressions, discuss their

significance, and then write their own short stories incorporating similar elements

for creativity practice.

ESL Homework Assignment

Ask students to select a song, poem, or short story of their choice and identify

examples of figurative language within the chosen piece. Instruct them to write a

short analysis explaining how the use of figurative language enhances the meaning

and impact of the work. Encourage students to share their findings during the next

class for further discussion and reflection on their interpretations.

Conclusion



Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have explored various forms of figurative

language such as metaphors, similes, idioms, personification, and hyperbole. They

have learned to identify and understand these expressions in both written and

spoken English, enhancing their comprehension of the language's depth and

richness.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how the application of

figurative language enriches their own language development. Encouraging them

to incorporate these elements into their writing and speech will not only enhance

their communication skills but also foster a deeper appreciation for the beauty of

language nuances.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhances Language Appreciation

Studying figurative language in an ESL setting allows students to delve deeper into

the intricacies of the English language, fostering a greater appreciation for its

nuances and creativity.

Promotes Cultural Understanding

Exploring figurative expressions provides ESL learners with insights into the cultural



context and origins of various idioms and metaphors, leading to a broader

understanding of different cultures within English-speaking communities.

Encourages Creativity

By incorporating figurative language into their own writing and speech, ESL

students can express themselves more creatively and vividly, expanding their

language skills beyond mere literal communication.


