
Introduction

The Gender ESL Lesson Plan aims to address the importance of understanding and

effectively using gender-specific language in English. This lesson plan is crucial as it

helps students develop a deeper understanding of how gender plays a role in

language, allowing them to communicate more respectfully and effectively. The

subject covers vocabulary, grammar, and cultural aspects related to gendered

language, ensuring that students are equipped with the necessary linguistic skills

for real-world communication.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Gendered Pronouns
Pronouns that indicate the gender of the person being referred to,

such as he/him, she/her, they/them.

Masculine/Feminine

Nouns

Nouns that are inherently associated with either masculine or

feminine qualities, such as uncle/aunt, king/queen.

Gender-Neutral

Language

Language that avoids bias towards a particular gender and

includes everyone, such as using 'police officer' instead of

'policeman' or 'firefighter' instead of 'fireman'.

'Mr.'/'Mrs.'/'Ms.'
'Mr.' is used before a man's name. 'Mrs.' and 'Ms.' are used before

a married or unmarried woman's name respectively.

Stereotypes
A widely held but fixed and oversimplified image or idea of a

particular type of person or thing.

Contextual Usage



1. Gendered Pronouns: In the sentence, “He is going to the store”, “he” is a

gendered pronoun indicating the male gender.

2. Masculine/Feminine Nouns: An example would be “uncle” which is associated

with masculinity while “aunt” is associated with femininity.

3. Gender-Neutral Language: Instead of saying “salesman”, using the term

“salesperson” demonstrates gender-neutral language.

4. ‘Mr.’/’Mrs.’/’Ms.’: The use of ‘Ms.’ does not reveal if the woman in question is

married or not unlike ‘Mrs.’

5. Stereotypes: Using statements like “all nurses are women” perpetuates harmful

stereotypes and biases about certain professions based on gender.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Gender ESL Lesson, prepare a set of cards with gendered terms such

as “actor/actress”, “waiter/waitress”, and “king/queen”. Divide the class into pairs

and provide each pair with the cards. Instruct them to match each term with its

corresponding gender-specific version. This activity not only captures students'

attention but also sets the tone for discussing and understanding how language can

unintentionally perpetuate gender stereotypes. As students engage in this

interactive warm-up, they will become more receptive to exploring gender-specific

language throughout the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Gendered Language

Matching Game

To reinforce understanding of gender-specific language, create a matching game

with sets of cards. Each set should include a gender-neutral term and its

corresponding gender-specific version. Divide the class into groups and provide



each group with the cards. Instruct them to match the gender-neutral terms with

their respective gendered versions through collaborative discussion.

Roleplay Activity: Debunking Stereotypes

Encourage students to work in pairs to create roleplay scenarios that challenge

traditional gender stereotypes commonly found in everyday language or

interactions. This activity promotes critical thinking and allows for open discussions,

fostering an inclusive environment while reinforcing language skills.

Listening Comprehension: Analyzing Gendered

Language in Media

Select a short audio or video clip from various media sources that depict instances

of gender-specific language usage. After playing the clip, engage the class in a

discussion about how such language impacts society. Encourage students to

express their opinions and thoughts on this topic, promoting critical listening skills

and analytical thinking.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Redefining

Gender-Specific Language

Provide students with written excerpts containing instances of traditional gendered

language. Task them with rewriting these passages using inclusive and neutral

terms instead. This exercise encourages thoughtful reflection on how linguistic

choices can affect communication, promoting both reading comprehension and

writing skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will be tasked with identifying instances of gender-specific



language in various forms of media such as advertisements, articles, or TV shows.

They should make note of these instances and come prepared to discuss their

observations in the next class. Additionally, students will be asked to write a short

reflection on how the use of gendered language impacts communication and

societal perceptions, demonstrating their understanding of the lesson content.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this Gender ESL Lesson Plan, students have explored the impact of

gender-specific language on communication and societal norms. Key topics include

understanding gendered pronouns, recognizing gender-based stereotypes, and

embracing inclusive language.

Reflection and Application

As a takeaway from this lesson, students are encouraged to consider how their

language choices can unintentionally reinforce bias or create inclusivity. Reflecting

on the lesson content and actively applying inclusive language in their daily

communication will not only enhance their language development but also

contribute to a more respectful and equitable society.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Gender ESL Lesson Plan holds immense value for English as a Second

Language (ESL) learners as it delves into linguistic nuances and cultural

understanding. By exploring gender-specific language and its societal impact,

students not only enhance their language skills but also develop critical thinking



abilities to navigate the complexities of communication in diverse contexts. This

topic encourages students to reflect on inclusivity, equity, and sensitivity in

language use, fostering a holistic approach to ESL learning that extends beyond

vocabulary and grammar.


