Introduction

Gulliver's Travels is a timeless classic that captivates readers with its imaginative
storytelling and thought-provoking themes. This ESL lesson plan aims to engage
students with the fascinating world of Gulliver's Travels, enhancing their language
skills while exploring profound concepts such as satire and cultural relativism. By
delving into the adventures of Lemuel Gulliver, students will sharpen their reading
comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking abilities. The unique narrative
offers an excellent opportunity for ESL learners to expand their knowledge of
English literature while honing their language proficiency in an engaging and
immersive manner.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Lilliputians Tiny people who inhabit the island of Lilliput in Gulliver's Travels.

Brobdingnagians Enormous people encountered by Gulliver on the island of Brobdingnag.

A race of intelligent horses, ruling over a society of savage humans,

Houyhnhnms called Yahoos.

Yahoo In Gulliver's Travels, a Yahoo refers to a primitive and brutish human-like
Creature.

Satire The use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize

people's stupidity or vices.

Contextual Usage



- The Lilliputians were no bigger than my thumb.

- Gulliver felt like an insignificant Lilliputian among the towering Brobdingnagians.
- The Houyhnhnms were rational creatures contrasted with the brutish Yahoos.

- The term 'Yahoo' from Gulliver's Travels has become synonymous with uncivilized
behavior.

- Jonathan Swift used satire in Gulliver's Travels to critique societal norms and
behaviors.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Gulliver's Travels ESL lesson, start with an interactive activity where
students imagine themselves as Lilliputians or Brobdingnagians. Divide the class
into two groups and have them create contrasting character profiles based on the
physical attributes, personalities, and daily activities of each group. This not only
introduces key vocabulary related to the story but also encourages creativity and
sets a lively tone for exploring Gulliver's Travels.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Associations

Divide the class into groups and provide them with Gulliver's Travels-related
keywords such as Lilliputians, Brobdingnagians, Houyhnhnms, Yahoos, and satire.
Have each group create mind maps or word associations for their assigned keyword
to explore its meaning and connections.

Reading and Writing: Character
Correspondence



In pairs, students can assume the roles of two characters from Gulliver's Travels
(e.qg., Gulliver and the Lilliputian king) and engage in a letter writing activity. They
must convey the events from their perspective in the form of letters to each other,
utilizing appropriate vocabulary and expressions from the story.

Roleplay: Island Encounters

Assign different groups specific islands from Gulliver's Travels (e.qg., Lilliput or
Brobdingnag) and have them create short skits depicting encounters between
Gulliver and inhabitants. This encourages creativity while reinforcing
comprehension of different settings in the story.

Listening Comprehension: Story Retelling
Podcast

Have students work in pairs to create a podcast episode retelling a chosen part of
Gulliver's Travels. One student narrates while the other provides sound effects or
background music. This exercise develops listening skills while promoting
collaboration.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a journal entry from the perspective
of Gulliver after one of his adventures. They should incorporate newly learned
vocabulary and reflect on the cultural differences encountered during his travels.
Additionally, students can prepare a short presentation on the themes of satire and
cultural relativism in Gulliver's Travels to share with the class in the next session.

Conclusion



Summary

In conclusion, this Gulliver's Travels ESL lesson plan has immersed students in the
captivating world of Jonathan Swift's classic tale. Through engaging activities and
vocabulary building exercises, students have delved into the adventures of Gulliver,
explored key themes such as satire and cultural relativism, and enhanced their
language skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize the value of literature in
language development. The exposure to diverse vocabulary, complex themes, and
varied writing styles has expanded their linguistic capabilities while fostering critical
thinking. Encouraging them to apply these newfound skills in analyzing other
literary works will further deepen their language proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhanced Language Skills

Studying Gulliver's Travels offers ESL learners the opportunity to expand their
vocabulary with rich and diverse language used in classic literature, ultimately
strengthening their language skills.

Cultural Understanding

Exploring the various cultures encountered by Gulliver fosters a broader



understanding of different customs and perspectives, aiding ESL students in
developing cultural awareness and sensitivity.



