
Introduction

The Holidays ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to vocabulary and

conversations related to holidays and celebrations. This topic is important as it not

only helps students develop their language skills but also allows them to explore

cultural traditions and practices from around the world. By learning about holidays,

students can broaden their understanding of different cultures while improving their

language abilities. In this lesson, students will engage in various activities that will

improve their vocabulary, listening, and conversation skills related to holidays.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

celebration
A special event or activity that is meant to honor or observe a particular

occasion.

tradition
A custom, belief, or behavior that is passed down within a society from one

generation to another.

festive Relating to a celebration or festival; cheerful and lively.

decorate
(v.) To adorn or beautify something by adding items for aesthetic purposes,

especially in preparation for an event or holiday.

custom
A habitual practice; a tradition within a specific community that has been

followed for ages.

Contextual Usage



- The town was filled with joy and excitement as everyone prepared for the annual

Christmas celebration.

- We adhere to the tradition of having a family dinner on New Year's Eve.

- The neighborhood was decorated with bright lights and colorful banners, creating

a festive atmosphere.

- We spent the day decorating the house with tinsel and baubles in anticipation of

the holiday season.

- It’s their custom to exchange gifts on Eid al-Fitr as part of their religious

celebrations.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kickstart the Holidays ESL Lesson Plan, begin with a holiday-themed game of

"Guess the Holiday." Create flashcards with images or words representing different

holidays such as Christmas, Easter, Diwali, Hanukkah, etc. Divide the class into

teams and have them take turns picking a card and describing the holiday without

saying its name while their team guesses. This activity incorporates language

elements related to holidays and celebrations while setting a lively and engaging

tone for the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Holiday Bingo

To reinforce holiday-related vocabulary, create Bingo cards with holiday-themed

words or images in the squares. Students can take turns calling out descriptions of

the words while their classmates mark the corresponding square on their card. This

activity encourages listening and comprehension while providing an opportunity for

group discussions.



Listening Exercise: Holiday Traditions Podcast

Assign students a podcast or audio recording discussing different holiday traditions

around the world. After listening, have them discuss in pairs or small groups what

they found interesting about each tradition and how it compares to traditions in

their own culture. This exercise enhances listening comprehension and promotes

cultural exchange.

Roleplay: Holiday Shopping Dialogue

Pair up students to enact a roleplay scenario where one student is a store clerk

helping a customer with holiday shopping. Provide prompts related to gift ideas,

holiday decorations, or traditional foods to encourage conversation using holiday-

themed vocabulary.

Reading and Writing Activity: Holiday Postcard

Creation

Ask students to imagine they're spending the holidays in a different country and

have them create a postcard describing their experiences using relevant vocabulary

and expressions learned during the lesson. This activity fosters creativity through

writing while reinforcing vocabulary usage in context.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students can be tasked with researching a holiday or celebration

from a different culture and preparing a short presentation to share with the class.

This assignment reinforces the lesson content by encouraging further exploration of

diverse holiday traditions and provides an opportunity for students to practice their

speaking skills. Additionally, they can be assigned to write a short essay discussing

their favorite holiday traditions and how those traditions are celebrated in their own

culture.



Conclusion

Lesson Recap

In conclusion, the Holidays ESL Lesson Plan covered essential vocabulary related to

holidays and celebrations, including traditions, festive activities, and customs from

various cultures. The activities aimed to improve listening, speaking, and writing

skills while fostering cultural awareness.

Reflective Thinking

Students are encouraged to reflect on how this lesson has broadened their

understanding of different cultures and traditions while enhancing their language

development. Understanding holiday-related vocabulary and expressions is not only

beneficial for communication but also provides insight into the diverse ways people

celebrate around the world. By applying these language skills in practical contexts,

students can strengthen their overall fluency and cultural competence.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Exploring holidays and celebrations from around the world provides a rich platform

for ESL learning. It allows students to expand their cultural knowledge, as well as

develop language skills by learning holiday-specific vocabulary, expressions, and

customs. This topic encourages discussions about traditions, beliefs, and practices

in various cultures, making it an engaging way to enhance language acquisition

while promoting global awareness.


