
Introduction

The "I Want My Hat Back" ESL Lesson Plan aims to engage students in a fun and

interactive way while building their English language skills. This lesson plan is

based on the popular children's book "I Want My Hat Back" by Jon Klassen and

focuses on vocabulary building, comprehension, and critical thinking. The story

provides an amusing and relatable context for language learning, making it an

excellent topic for ESL students to improve their reading, listening, and speaking

abilities in an enjoyable setting.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Hat A covering for the head, often with a brim

Bear
A large furry mammal; in the context of the story, it refers to a character in the

book

Fox
A small wild animal with a bushy tail; in the context of the story, it refers to a

character in the book

Hat

thief
Someone who steals hats from others.

Forest A large area covered chiefly with trees and undergrowth.

Contextual Usage



- The bear was searching for his lost hat.

- The fox was wearing a peculiar red hat.

- The cunning fox is suspected to be the hat thief.

- They ventured deep into the dark forest.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick start your I Want My Hat Back ESL lesson, engage your students with a fun

and interactive warm-up activity called "Guess the Missing Hat." This activity will

capture their attention and set the tone for the lesson.

Here's how to play:

1. Prepare a set of picture cards featuring different animals wearing various hats.

You can include images of a bear, fox, rabbit, snake, and other animals mentioned

in the story.

2. Show your students one picture card at a time but without revealing the hat that

each animal is wearing.

3. Engage them in a discussion by asking questions such as:

- What animal do you see in the picture?

- Can you guess what type of hat this animal might be wearing?

- Why do you think this animal wears that specific hat?

4. Encourage students to use vocabulary related to hats and animals as they

discuss their predictions.

5. After gathering their ideas, reveal or provide clues about what hat each animal is

wearing on each card.

6. Discuss with your students how these hats might relate to their roles and

characteristics in the story "I Want My Hat Back."

This warm-up activity will not only capture your students' attention but also

activate their prior knowledge about hats and animals while creating anticipation

for what lies ahead in the ESL lesson plan on "I Want My Hat Back."

Main ESL Lesson Activities



Vocabulary Activity: Hat Hunt

1. Divide students into small groups.

2. Give each group a set of word cards with vocabulary words related to the story.

3. Instruct students to hide the word cards around the classroom or designated

area.

4. Once all the cards are hidden, have the groups take turns searching for and

collecting the word cards.

5. After collecting all of their group's word cards, each group must work together to

match the words with their correct definitions.

6. Encourage group discussions as they collaborate to find and define the

vocabulary words.

Listening Activity: Character Interviews

1. Assign different characters from "I Want My Hat Back" to small groups of

students.

2. Provide a list of interview questions related to each character's role in the story

(e.g., "Why do you wear that specific hat?").

3. Instruct each group to brainstorm answers for their assigned character based on

what they know from reading or listening to the story.

4. One student within each group will act as an interviewer, while others portray

characters and respond accordingly during a mock interview session.

5. Encourage active listening and engagement by having other students take turns

asking questions and portraying different characters.

Roleplay Activity: Hat Swap

1. Divide students into pairs or small groups, assigning specific roles from "I Want

My Hat Back," such as Bear, Fox, or other animals in the story who own hats.

2 . Have them reenact scenes where characters interact with one another regarding

hat ownership disputes (e.g., Bear confronting Fox about his missing hat).

3 . Allow time for pairs/groups to discuss dialogues and create their own scripts

based on characterization in the book.



4 . Encourage creativity by encouraging students to use props or costumes during

role play sessions.

Reading and Writing Activity: Hat Description

1. Provide each student with a blank sheet of paper and instruct them to draw and

describe a hat they would like to wear using adjectives.

2. Once students have completed their hat drawings, have them write short

descriptive paragraphs using the target vocabulary words from the story.

3. Encourage students to share their descriptions with a partner, engaging in

discussions about each other's hats.

4. Provide feedback and emphasize the use of descriptive adjectives in their writing.

These activities incorporate various language skills, such as vocabulary acquisition,

listening comprehension, roleplaying, reading comprehension, and writing practice.

They encourage active participation and collaboration among students while

enhancing their understanding of key concepts from "I Want My Hat Back."

ESL Homework Assignment

Homework Assignment: Hat Design Challenge

1. Instruct students to design and create their own unique hats.

2. Encourage them to incorporate elements from the story, such as animal features

or characteristics, into their hat designs.

3. Have students write a short paragraph describing their hat and explaining the

inspiration behind it, using vocabulary words learned in class.

4. Ask students to present their hats and descriptions in the next class session.

This homework assignment reinforces the lesson content by allowing students to

apply their knowledge of vocabulary and creativity to create an original piece

related to hats, animals, and storytelling.



Alternative Homework Assignment: Story

Retelling

1. Assign each student a different character from "I Want My Hat Back."

2. Instruct them to write a short story retelling an event from the perspective of

their assigned character.

3. Encourage them to use descriptive language and dialogue that reflects the

characteristics of each character.

4. Ask students to share their retellings with the class or submit them for review.

This homework assignment reinforces comprehension skills by requiring students to

analyze characters' perspectives and develop storytelling abilities while practicing

writing in English.

These homework assignments provide opportunities for further engagement with

lesson concepts outside of classroom hours while encouraging creativity, critical

thinking, and linguistic development among ESL learners.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the I Want My Hat Back ESL Lesson Plan offers an engaging and

interactive way for students to enhance their language skills. Throughout the

lesson, students explored key vocabulary related to hats and animals, engaged in

exciting warm-up activities, and participated in various activities such as listening,

role-play, and reading and writing exercises.

Reflecting on what they have learned from this lesson plan, students have not only

expanded their vocabulary but also improved their listening comprehension through

character interviews and enhanced their creativity through hat design challenges.

Additionally, by participating in role-play activities based on the story's characters,

students have developed their speaking skills and gained confidence in using

English as a means of communication.

By applying these newly acquired language skills to real-world contexts, students

can further develop their language proficiency. Whether it's describing objects or

engaging in conversations about clothing or animals, the concepts covered in this

lesson plan can be applied across various aspects of daily life.

Overall, the I Want My Hat Back ESL Lesson Plan provides a comprehensive

framework for improving English language skills while encouraging creativity and



critical thinking. Through the exploration of themes such as hat ownership disputes

among charming animal characters, students have not only enjoyed an entertaining

story but have also delved into valuable linguistic experiences that will aid them on

their journey towards fluency.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Relevant

The I Want My Hat Back ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due

to its engaging and relevant content. The story of the lost hat captivates students'

attention, making the lesson more enjoyable and motivating. By incorporating

relatable themes, such as animals and their accessories, students can easily

connect with the content, fostering a deeper understanding of vocabulary and

language concepts.

Vocabulary Expansion

This lesson plan provides ample opportunities for vocabulary expansion. Students

not only learn basic terms related to hats but also explore descriptive words that

describe animals and their characteristics. There are chances to reinforce

vocabulary through activities like hat design challenges or describing imaginary

hats, enabling learners to acquire new words while honing their creative thinking

skills.

Listening Comprehension

Through listening activities such as character interviews or retelling stories from

different perspectives, students enhance their listening comprehension skills. They



become accustomed to a variety of English accents while focusing on

understanding spoken language in context. This helps develop critical listening

skills that are crucial for effective communication in real-life situations.

Speaking Practice

The role-play activities within this lesson plan encourage students to practice

speaking by assuming different character roles from the story. This allows them to

explore improvisation while using target vocabulary in natural conversations. By

engaging in interactive discussions related to hat ownership disputes or sharing

opinions about specific characters' actions, students gain confidence in expressing

themselves orally.

Overall, the I Want My Hat Back ESL Lesson Plan engages learners with relevant

content and offers numerous opportunities for vocabulary expansion, listening

comprehension improvement, and oral communication practice. It ignites

enthusiasm for English learning by combining fun storytelling elements with

educational objectives tailored specifically for ESL classrooms.


