
Introduction

The Jane Eyre ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic novel "Jane Eyre"

by Charlotte Bronte, providing an engaging platform to improve English language

skills. This topic is important as it offers students the opportunity to explore literary

themes, enhance vocabulary, and practice reading and comprehension. The lesson

plan aims to captivate students' interest in literature while honing their language

abilities through interactive activities and thoughtful discussions. With a focus on

developing language proficiency within a stimulating context, the Jane Eyre ESL

Lesson Plan provides a rich learning experience for ESL students.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Orphan A child whose parents are dead or have abandoned them.

Governess A woman employed to teach and train children in a private household.

Mansion A large, imposing house, typically the residence of a wealthy person.

Inheritance (n.) Money or property passed down to an heir.

Independence undefined

Contextual Usage

- Orphan: In Jane Eyre, the protagonist, Jane, is depicted as an orphan who faces



numerous challenges growing up without her parents.

- Governess: The character of Jane Eyre begins her employment as a governess

at Thornfield Hall.

- Mansion: Thornfield Hall is described as a grand mansion with mysterious

secrets at its core.

- Inheritance: The novel explores themes related to inheritance and its impact on

individuals' lives.

- Independence: Jane Eyre's journey is centered around her pursuit of

independence in a society that often limits women's autonomy.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Jane Eyre ESL Lesson Plan, start with an engaging warm-up activity.

Create a "Character Charades" game where students act out different characters

from Jane Eyre using gestures and facial expressions. Encourage them to

incorporate adjectives describing each character's personality or emotions,

fostering the use of descriptive language while setting the tone for exploring the

novel. This interactive warm-up not only energizes students but also introduces key

vocabulary and themes essential to understanding Jane Eyre.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Word Webs

Begin by assigning each student a list of descriptive words related to characters,

settings, or events in Jane Eyre. In pairs or small groups, students will create word

webs for their assigned words, including synonyms, antonyms, and related terms.

Encourage them to use dictionaries and thesauruses for comprehensive

exploration. Afterwards, students present their word webs to the class while others

add any new words they discover.



Reading and Writing: Character Diaries

In this activity, students select a character from the novel and compose diary

entries from that character's perspective based on key events. They can

demonstrate understanding of the characters' thoughts and emotions while

practicing narrative writing skills. After completing their diaries, students pair up to

share and discuss their entries before presenting them to the class.

Listening Comprehension: Audio Excerpts

Analysis

Provide audio excerpts of significant scenes from Jane Eyre. After listening

individually or in pairs, students analyze the tone, mood, and character emotions

conveyed in each excerpt. Encourage group discussions about how intonation and

emphasis portray various literary elements such as conflict or foreshadowing.

Roleplay: Thornfield Hall Tea Party

Organize a roleplay activity where students assume identities of characters

attending a tea party at Thornfield Hall. They engage in conversations using

language appropriate for 19th-century English society while embodying specific

characters’ traits and dialogue styles found in the novel. This hands-on exercise

fosters language proficiency through experiential learning within historical contexts.

ESL Homework Assignment

Homework Assignment: Literary Analysis

Students are tasked with writing a literary analysis focusing on a specific theme or

character from Jane Eyre. They should incorporate vocabulary and concepts



covered in class, offering insights into the chosen element. Encourage them to

support their analysis with evidence from the novel and provide personal reflections

on the topic.

Reflection Journal

For their reflection journal, students are to record their personal responses to

specific chapters or events in Jane Eyre. They should express their thoughts,

emotions, and connections to the characters' experiences while utilizing newly

acquired vocabulary and language structures.

These assignments reinforce understanding of the lesson content while promoting

critical thinking and language retention beyond the classroom setting.

Conclusion

Summarizing Key Points

Throughout this Jane Eyre ESL Lesson Plan, students engaged in vocabulary

building activities, reading and writing exercises, listening comprehension tasks,

and roleplay activities related to the novel. They delved into the themes,

characters, and essential literary elements while honing their language skills within

a compelling context.

Prompt for Student Reflection

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how exploring classic literature like Jane Eyre

contributes to your language development. Think about how the vocabulary, writing

styles, and historical contexts encountered in the novel can enhance your English

proficiency. How can your understanding of this novel enrich your overall language

learning experience?



Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Jane Eyre ESL Lesson Plan offers a unique avenue for ESL learning by

intertwining language development with classic literature exploration. This topic

allows students to enhance their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing

skills while delving into the rich tapestry of 19th-century English literature. Through

the complex characters, vivid settings, and thought-provoking themes present in

Jane Eyre, students are immersed in a captivating learning experience that fosters

language growth and cultural understanding. The novel's timeless relevance

provides a compelling platform for ESL learners to engage with sophisticated

language structures and expand their linguistic repertoire within a meaningful

context.


