
Introduction

The Last Stop on Market Street ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to diverse

urban experiences through the award-winning children's book "Last Stop on Market

Street" by Matt de la Peña. This lesson plan aims to cultivate English language skills

while fostering empathy and understanding of different cultures and communities.

By exploring themes of gratitude, diversity, and community, students will engage in

meaningful discussions and activities that not only enhance their language abilities

but also broaden their perspective on the world around them. Through this lesson,

students will develop language proficiency while gaining valuable insights into

social issues and personal growth, making it a relevant and impactful topic for ESL

learning.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

gratitude
the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return

kindness

diversity

the practice or quality of including or involving people from a range of different

social and ethnic backgrounds and of different genders, sexual orientations,

etc.

community
a group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic

in common

urban
related to towns, cities, and densely populated areas, often with various

cultural influences

perspective
a particular way of viewing things that depends on one's experience and

personality



Contextual Usage

1. When the main character showed gratitude by thanking the bus driver for the

safe ride.

2. The story highlights diversity through its portrayal of people from various ethnic

backgrounds.

3. The grandmother emphasized the importance of community by volunteering at

a local homeless shelter.

4. The book is set in an urban environment with bustling streets and tall buildings.

5. Through interactions with different characters, the protagonist gains new

perspectives on life.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Last Stop on Market Street ESL lesson, begin with a captivating

warm-up activity. Ask students to brainstorm words or phrases that come to mind

when they think about a busy city. Encourage them to share their ideas and create

a word wall or list on the board. This will not only engage students but also

introduce them to vocabulary relevant to the urban setting portrayed in the story.

Additionally, it sets the tone for discussing themes related to community, diversity,

and gratitude within an urban environment.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Urban Word Scramble

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of words

related to urban life from the story. The words should be scrambled, and the groups

must unscramble them within a set time frame. This activity promotes collaboration

and builds vocabulary in a fun way.



Listening Exercise: Sounds of the City

Play audio clips that mimic city sounds such as traffic, street vendors, or chatter

from various characters in an urban setting. Ask students to identify and discuss

these sounds in pairs, followed by a whole-class discussion on how these sounds

contribute to the atmosphere of urban life.

Roleplay: Exploring Diversity

Assign each student a character from the story or create original characters

representing diverse backgrounds. Have them interact in scenarios that reflect

encounters between people from different cultures within an urban environment.

Encourage students to incorporate vocabulary and key phrases learned during the

lesson.

Reading and Writing: Expressing Gratitude

Ask students to reflect on moments in their life when they were grateful or

experienced kindness. Have them write about these experiences using descriptive

language learned throughout the lesson plan. Afterward, engage in a group

discussion where students share their stories while practicing active listening skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

1. Reflective Writing: Ask students to write a short journal entry reflecting on the

themes of gratitude, diversity, and community from the Last Stop on Market Street

lesson. Encourage them to use vocabulary and expressions learned in class to

express their thoughts.

2. Vocabulary Review: Provide a list of key terms covered in the lesson and ask

students to create flashcards or a quizlet set to review and practice throughout the

week. They can study independently or with a partner.

3. Community Observation: Instruct students to spend some time observing their



local community, paying attention to its diversity and considering acts of kindness

they witness. They can then write a paragraph or create a visual representation

highlighting their observations.

4. Discussion Preparation: Assign each student an additional children's book that

shares similar themes as Last Stop on Market Street (e.g., The Name Jar by

Yangsook Choi). Students are required to read the book at home and come prepared

for a group discussion in which they compare and contrast the two stories'

messages about community and diversity.

These homework assignments provide opportunities for students to further engage

with the lesson content outside of class, reinforcing language skills while promoting

deeper understanding of gratitude, diversity, community, and urban life depicted in

Last Stop on Market Street.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Last Stop on Market Street ESL Lesson Plan explores important

themes of gratitude, diversity, and community within an urban setting. Throughout

the lesson, students have engaged in various activities to build vocabulary, improve

listening skills, develop empathy through roleplay, and enhance their reading and

writing abilities.

Reflecting on this lesson plan prompts students to think about the power of

gratitude in everyday life and how diversity enriches our communities. It also

encourages them to consider how urban environments can shape individuals'

perspectives.

By applying the language learned in this lesson plan to real-life situations, students

can continue expanding their language development while gaining a deeper

understanding of social issues and appreciating the value of diverse communities.

This lesson serves as a stepping stone for further exploration of topics related to

culture, empathy-building, and effective communication skills in an ESL classroom

setting.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning



Diverse Cultural Perspectives

The Last Stop on Market Street ESL Lesson Plan offers a rich opportunity for ESL

learners to explore diverse cultural perspectives. Through the story's characters

and urban setting, students can gain insights into different backgrounds,

experiences, and traditions. This exposure to diversity enhances their

understanding of the multicultural world we live in while promoting empathy and

fostering inclusive attitudes.

Real-Life Language Application

The lesson plan incorporates real-life language application by immersing students

in vocabulary related to urban environments, community engagement, gratitude,

and diversity. By using these terms in various activities such as roleplay or

reflective writing exercises, students develop practical language skills that they can

apply outside of the classroom.

Social Issue Awareness

By examining themes like gratitude and community engagement within an urban

context, this lesson plan helps ESL learners develop a deeper awareness of social

issues. Students are encouraged to reflect on their own lives and communities while

considering how they can actively participate in fostering positive change.

Holistic Language Development

This topic engages ESL learners holistically by involving listening, speaking,

reading, writing activities throughout the lesson plan. Students sharpen their

language skills through interactive discussions and hands-on exercises while

drawing connections between vocabulary building and meaningful contexts.

In conclusion, the Last Stop on Market Street ESL Lesson Plan provides a valuable

platform for ESL learners to engage with diverse perspectives while developing



essential language skills. It fosters cultural understanding, encourages real-life

language use, promotes social issue awareness, and supports holistic language

development in an immersive classroom environment.


