
Introduction

The Little Blue and Little Yellow ESL Lesson Plan introduces young learners to colors,

emotions, and friendship through the classic children's book by Leo Lionni. This

lesson plan aims to engage students in a fun and interactive way while building

their English language skills. By using a beloved story as the foundation, students

can expand their vocabulary, practice language structures, and learn about

emotions and relationships. This topic is important as it allows ESL students to

explore essential language concepts in an enjoyable context, fostering a love for

learning English from an early age.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Blue The color of the sky or sea.

Yellow A bright and cheerful color, like the sun.

Friendship The emotions or conduct of friends; the state of being friends.

Mixing
The process of combining different things to create something new, such as

colors blending together.

Emotions

Strong feelings deriving from one's circumstances, mood, or relationships with

others, often plays an essential role in children's books and lessons about

empathy

Contextual Usage



1. The sky was a beautiful shade of **blue**.

2. Sunflowers are usually **yellow** in color.

3. Little Blue and Little Yellow show us the importance of **friendship**.

4. What happens when you start **mixing** blue and yellow paint?

5. The book helps children understand different **emotions**, such as happiness

and sadness.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start by asking students to choose a color that represents

their mood for the day. Encourage them to use descriptive words to explain why

they chose that particular color. For example, "I feel calm and peaceful today, so I

pick blue." This activity not only incorporates the colors from "Little Blue and Little

Yellow" but also sets the tone for discussing emotions and feelings – an essential

aspect of the upcoming lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Color Mix-Up

Start by introducing basic color vocabulary using flashcards. Then, divide the class

into pairs and provide each pair with a set of colored markers or crayons. Instruct

the students to mix colors and create new ones, using the vocabulary words they've

learned (e.g., mixing blue and yellow to make green). Encourage them to label the

new colors they create.

Listening Activity: Emotion Charades

Write down different emotions on small pieces of paper (happy, sad, angry,



surprised, etc.). Have students take turns picking a piece of paper and acting out

the emotion without speaking while their classmates guess the emotion in English.

This activity not only reinforces emotional vocabulary but also improves listening

skills.

Roleplay Activity: Little Blue and Little Yellow

Story Retelling

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a part of the story to act

out. Encourage them to include dialogue that reflects how Little Blue and Little

Yellow feel when they mix together. This activity promotes creativity, language use,

and understanding of emotions.

Reading & Writing Activity: Create Your Own

Color Story

Ask students to write their own short stories about colors using the vocabulary and

emotions learned during this lesson. They can then share their stories with a

partner or in small groups, promoting reading comprehension as well as writing

skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

Ask students to find and bring in a colorful object from home. They should then

write a short paragraph describing the object using the vocabulary and emotions

learned in class. Encourage them to be creative with their descriptions,

incorporating the new vocabulary words and expressing how certain colors make

them feel. This task reinforces the lesson content while also promoting creativity

and language practice outside of the classroom.

Conclusion



Summary

The Little Blue and Little Yellow ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to colors,

emotions, and friendship through engaging activities and the classic children's book

by Leo Lionni. Students learned about basic color vocabulary, expressed emotions

through charades, engaged in creative storytelling, and reflected on their

understanding of colors and feelings.

Reflection

Take a moment to think about how understanding different emotions and using

descriptive language can strengthen your English skills. Consider how the activities

helped you grasp new vocabulary words and communicate feelings in English.

Reflect on how this lesson can be applied to everyday conversations and future

language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Little Blue and Little Yellow ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL

learning as it effectively integrates language skills with creativity, emotional

understanding, and social themes. The use of vibrant colors and emotions in the

context of a relatable story enhances vocabulary acquisition and comprehension

skills while providing a platform to discuss empathy and relationships, making the

learning experience engaging and relevant for young language learners.


