Introduction

The Manners ESL Lesson Plan aims to familiarize students with essential English
vocabulary and phrases related to manners and polite behavior. Understanding
proper manners is crucial not only for effective communication but also for fostering
positive interactions and relationships. This topic provides an opportunity for ESL
learners to grasp cultural norms and social etiquette, enabling them to navigate
various social situations with confidence. By incorporating this lesson into their
language studies, students can enhance their communication skills and cultural
awareness, ultimately becoming more proficient English speakers in diverse
settings.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Please used to ask for something in a polite way
Thank you an expression of gratitude or appreciation
You're a polite response to someone's thanks, meaning that it was not a burden or
welcome difficulty
Excuse me used to politely ask for someone's attention
I'm sorry an expression of regret or apology; used to acknowledge a mistake or show

sympathy

Contextual Usage



- When asking for assistance, you can say, “Please pass me the pen.”

- If someone holds the door open for you, it's polite to say, “Thank you.”

- After receiving thanks, respond with “You're welcome” to show your
graciousness.

- When trying to get through a crowded room, say “Excuse me” to politely request
space.

- If you accidentally bump into someone, it's courteous to say “I'm sorry” as an

apology.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Manners ESL lesson, organize a fun and interactive game of
"Manners Charades." Prepare slips of paper with various polite actions or scenarios
written on them, such as "saying please," "holding the door open," or "giving up
your seat to someone in need." Divide the class into small groups and have them
take turns selecting a slip and acting out the scenario without speaking while their
teammates guess the correct manner. This engaging activity not only energizes
students but also introduces them to key manners vocabulary and actions, setting a
positive tone for the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Manners Matching Game

Prepare flashcards with manners-related vocabulary and corresponding definitions.
Divide the class into pairs or small groups and distribute the cards. Instruct
students to match the vocabulary words with their definitions collaboratively.
Encourage them to discuss and explain their choices, promoting comprehension
through peer dialogue.



Roleplay: Polite Conversations

Assign each pair of students a scenario requiring polite conversation, such as
greeting someone new, offering help, or apologizing for a mistake. Provide time for
pairs to brainstorm and rehearse their dialogues before performing in front of the
class. Afterwards, initiate a group discussion on the importance of using polite
language in various situations.

Listening Exercise: Politeness in Speech

Play audio clips or videos featuring different social interactions where politeness is
demonstrated or lacking. After each clip, facilitate a discussion about what was
observed and how proper manners contribute to effective communication.
Encourage students to express their opinions and reflect on how they can apply
similar politeness in daily conversations.

Reading and Writing: Manners Reflection
Journal

Assign students to write journal entries reflecting on personal experiences related
to manners - both positive instances when good manners were displayed, as well
as examples where they witnessed poor etiquette. Encourage them to explore how
practicing good manners contributes to positive social interactions while expressing
themselves through writing.

ESL Homework Assignment

Homework Assignment: Manners Roleplay

Task students with creating a short roleplay skit that showcases the application of



good manners in various social settings. This assignment reinforces the lesson
content by allowing students to use and practice polite language and actions
outside of the classroom environment. Encourage them to incorporate vocab words
and key phrases learned in class.

Vocabulary Review: Polite Dialogues

Require students to write a dialogue between two characters, focusing on using
polite language and manners-related vocabulary. This activity reinforces their
understanding of essential terms while encouraging creativity in constructing
realistic conversational exchanges.

Reflection Journal Entry on Cultural Etiquette

Ask students to reflect on cultural differences in etiquette by writing a journal entry
about the norms they observe within their own culture as well as other cultures.
This homework assignment fosters critical thinking about cross-cultural
communication and broadens students' understanding of global manners.

Conclusion

Lesson Summary

Throughout this Manners ESL Lesson Plan, students have familiarized themselves
with essential vocabulary related to manners and polite behavior, engaged in
activities reinforcing the importance of respectful communication, and delved into
the significance of cultural etiquette in diverse social settings.

Reflection on Learning



As you reflect on this lesson, consider how incorporating good manners can
enhance your language development. Recognizing the value of polite language and
courteous actions not only improves interpersonal communication but also enriches
cultural understanding. Ponder how practicing and applying proper manners aligns
with your language learning journey, enabling you to become more effective
communicators in English.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhanced Communication Skills

The Manners ESL Lesson Plan offers an excellent platform for ESL learning as it
focuses on enhancing communication skills through the use of polite language and
respectful behavior. By immersing themselves in the topic of manners, students can
develop a deeper understanding of social etiquette, enabling them to navigate
conversations with confidence and cultural sensitivity.

Cultural Awareness

This lesson plan also provides an opportunity for ESL learners to broaden their
cultural awareness by exploring the diverse manners and customs practiced in
different societies. Understanding and respecting these cultural nuances contribute
to well-rounded language development and promotes open-mindedness towards
people from various backgrounds.



