
Introduction

The Mansfield Park ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the world of Jane

Austen's classic novel, providing an opportunity for language development and

cultural exploration. This lesson plan aims to engage students with the storyline

and characters of Mansfield Park while enhancing their English language skills. By

immersing students in the vocabulary, themes, and contexts of this literary work,

they can strengthen their reading, writing, listening, and speaking abilities. Through

this lesson, students will not only improve their English proficiency but also gain

insights into a timeless piece of literature.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Estate
A large piece of property, usually with a sizable house, belonging to a particular

person or family

Social

Class
A division of a society based on social and economic status

Scandal An action or event that brings shame or disgrace upon a person or group

Gentry
(in historical use) people of good social position, specifically the class of people

next below the nobility in position and birth.

Courtship
The process of developing a romantic relationship between two individuals with

the intention of marriage.

Contextual Usage



1. The estate mentioned in Mansfield Park was grand and sprawling, reflecting the

wealth and prominence of the Bertram family.

2. In the novel, social class plays a significant role in dictating relationships and

opportunities for characters like Fanny Price.

3. The scandal involving Henry Crawford caused quite an uproar within the

community.

4. Mansfield Park depicts interactions among different social classes, including the

gentry and their distinct lifestyles.

5. The courtship between Edmund Bertram and Mary Crawford is portrayed with

subtle nuances in their conversations and actions throughout the story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To begin the Mansfield Park ESL Lesson Plan, start with a role-play activity where

students take on the personas of characters from the novel. Assign each student a

character and have them engage in a brief conversation using language relevant to

the story's setting and themes. This will not only capture students' attention but

also immerse them in the language and social context of Mansfield Park right from

the start, setting an engaging tone for the lesson ahead.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Character Traits

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of characters

from Mansfield Park. Instruct them to identify and discuss the personality traits

associated with each character based on their actions and interactions in the novel.

Then, have each group present their findings to the class, encouraging discussions

about the significance of these traits in understanding the characters and their role

in the story.



Listening Exercise: Audio Adaptation Analysis

Play an audio excerpt from an adaptation of Mansfield Park or a dramatic reading of

a key scene. After listening, have students compare and contrast this auditory

experience with their own interpretations from reading the text. Encourage them to

discuss any differences they noticed and how hearing the dialogue adds layers to

their understanding of the characters and plot.

Roleplay: Social Etiquette Scenarios

Assign students different scenarios reflecting social conventions depicted in

Mansfield Park, such as formal dinner conversations or supervised walks in a

garden. In pairs, students will act out these scenarios while incorporating

appropriate language and etiquette principles observed in that era. This activity

allows students to embody historical contexts while practicing language elements

relevant to polite interactions.

Reading and Writing: Letter Writing Task

Task students with composing letters between two characters from Mansfield Park,

expressing their thoughts on pivotal events or decisions within the plot. Encourage

them to use language reflective of each character's personality traits as explored

earlier in the lesson. After completing this written exercise, facilitate a discussion

where students can share and compare their letters with classmates for greater

insight into diverse interpretations.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective journal entry on the

theme of social class and its influence on relationships in Mansfield Park. They

should draw from specific examples in the novel to support their insights and

provide personal reflections on how social dynamics continue to shape human



interactions today. This assignment encourages critical thinking, application of

language skills, and deeper engagement with the lesson's core concepts.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this Mansfield Park ESL Lesson Plan, students delved into the language,

themes, and social contexts of Jane Austen's classic novel. They explored

vocabulary related to social class, manners, and character traits while engaging in

various activities that strengthened their listening, speaking, reading, and writing

skills.

Reflection

As students reflect on this lesson plan, they can recognize how exploring literature

not only enhances their language proficiency but also broadens their understanding

of cultural norms and historical contexts. By analyzing the characters' interactions

and societal dynamics in Mansfield Park, students develop a deeper appreciation for

linguistic nuances and storytelling elements that apply to their language

development journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Cultural Insight

Studying the Mansfield Park ESL Lesson Plan provides English language learners



with a deeper understanding of British culture and societal norms during the

Regency era, enriching their language learning experience and broadening their

cultural knowledge.

Literary Exploration

Exploring classic literature like Mansfield Park offers ESL students exposure to

sophisticated vocabulary, complex sentence structures, and nuanced dialogues,

challenging them to expand their linguistic capabilities in an engaging and

meaningful context.

Social Commentary

The themes of social class, manners, and relationships in Mansfield Park prompt

insightful discussions that encourage ESL learners to express viewpoints, engage in

debates, and cultivate essential communication skills while delving into thought-

provoking topics.


