Introduction

The Martin's Big Words - Lesson Plan is a crucial ESL topic designed to engage
students in exploring the powerful words of Martin Luther King Jr. This lesson plan
focuses on introducing students to important vocabulary related to social justice
and civil rights, while also encouraging critical thinking and meaningful discussions
about these impactful concepts. By delving into the life and legacy of Martin Luther
King Jr., this lesson plan aims to inspire students to express themselves eloquently
and advocate for positive change in their communities.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Civil Rights The rights of citizens to political and social freedom and equality.

Seqredation The enforced separation of different racial groups in a country, community,

greg or establishment.

Discrimination The unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people,
especially on the grounds of race, age, or sex.

Injustice 'The absence of justice; violation of right or rights.'

The state or quality of being equal; correspondence in quantity, degree,

Equality value, rank and significance.

Contextual Usage



1. The Civil Rights Movement fought for the rights and equality of all citizens.
2. Segregation laws were prevalent in many parts of the United States history,
enforcing separate facilities for African-American individuals.

3. Discrimination based on race continues to be a significant issue in society
today.

4. Injustice can lead to unrest within communities and a lack of faith in the legal
system.

5. The pursuit for equality remains an ongoing struggle worldwide as societies
work towards fairness and unity.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, conduct a word association activity to introduce students to
the theme of the lesson. Write down words related to social justice and equality on
the whiteboard, such as "freedom," "justice," "equality," "peace," and "rights."
Then, ask students to freely associate with each word by sharing their thoughts,
feelings, or ideas related to these concepts. This activity will stimulate student
engagement and set the tone for discussing impactful words and their meanings in
the context of Martin Luther King Jr.'s legacy.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Wall

Start by creating a word wall with vocabulary terms from Martin Luther King Jr.'s
famous speeches. Divide the class into groups and assign each group a few words
to research and define. Afterward, each group presents their findings to the class,
promoting discussion and collaboration.

Listening Exercise: Speech Analysis



Play an excerpt of Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech. Then, distribute
copies of the speech's transcript for students to read along while listening. Lead a
discussion on the power of language and rhetoric used in the speech, encouraging
critical thinking and analysis.

Roleplay Activity: Civil Rights Situations

Assign students specific roles in historical civil rights scenarios or contemporary
social justice issues. Encourage them to engage in roleplay conversations that
demonstrate understanding of important vocabulary related to injustice, equality,
and activism.

Reading and Writing Task: Reflective Essay

Assign students to write reflective essays on how Martin Luther King Jr.'s words
inspire them personally or influence society today. Encourage them to incorporate
vocabulary from the lesson while expressing their thoughts on social change and
justice.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, have students choose one of Martin Luther King Jr.'s famous quotes
and write a short essay or reflection on its significance. Encourage them to explain
why they chose the particular quote and how it relates to their understanding of
freedom, equality, or justice. Additionally, students can research a current social
issue and write a brief report discussing the vocabulary terms learned in class in
relation to the chosen topic.

Conclusion



Key Points Recap

Throughout this lesson, we delved into the impactful words of Martin Luther King Jr.
and explored essential vocabulary related to social justice, equality, and civil rights.
We discussed the historical context of these terms and their relevance in today's
world.

Application to Language Development

Reflect on how the words and concepts learned in this lesson can be applied to your
language development. Consider using them in your daily conversations, writing
exercises, or even when advocating for positive change in society. Embracing these
powerful words can enhance your language skills while empowering you to
communicate important ideas effectively.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhanced Understanding of Social Issues

Studying Martin's Big Words - Lesson Plan provides ESL learners with a valuable
opportunity to deepen their understanding of important social issues, such as civil
rights, equality, and justice. Through exposure to the impactful words and historical
context related to these concepts, students can expand their knowledge of human
rights struggles and develop empathy for diverse perspectives.

Critical Thinking and Communication Skills

This topic encourages critical thinking and fosters meaningful discussions about



significant societal matters. ESL learners have the chance to express their thoughts
on complex topics, practice language skills through engaging activities, and
develop the ability to articulate their opinions effectively.

Cultural Awareness

By exploring Martin Luther King Jr.'s words and legacy, ESL students gain valuable
insights into American history and culture. This promotes an appreciation for
diversity while broadening their cultural knowledge within an English language
learning context.



