
Introduction

The Mock Election Lesson Plan is a valuable ESL lesson that aims to engage

students in the democratic process while improving their language skills. This

lesson plan provides an immersive experience by simulating a mock election, where

students can actively participate in various election-related activities. Not only does

this topic offer language enrichment opportunities, but it also fosters critical

thinking and civic engagement among ESL learners. By delving into the vocabulary

of politics and engaging in role-play scenarios, students can enhance their language

proficiency while gaining insight into the electoral process. This interactive

approach not only enriches language learning but also cultivates a deeper

understanding of democratic principles.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Election
A formal decision-making process by which a population chooses an

individual to hold public office.

Candidate A person who is nominated for election or is seeking an elected position.

Vote
A formal indication of choice in the process of making a decision, typically in

an election.

Campaign
The organized efforts to bring about a particular result, typically related to

promoting a candidate for election.

Polling

Station
A place where voters go to cast their vote during an election.



Contextual Usage

1. Election: The country held its presidential election last month, and the citizens

eagerly participated in the voting process.

2. Candidate: The candidate delivered a powerful speech outlining his vision for

educational reform.

3. Vote: It's important for every eligible citizen to exercise their right to vote in

order to have a say in the nation's future.

4. Campaign: The energetic campaign rally drew large crowds and generated

significant support for the aspiring mayor.

5. Polling Station: On Election Day, people formed long lines outside the polling

stations awaiting their turn to cast their ballots.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the Mock Election Lesson Plan, initiate a lively discussion by asking

students about their understanding of elections. You can present thought-provoking

questions such as “What qualities do you think make a good leader?” or “Why is it

important to vote?” This will encourage students to articulate their thoughts, and it

serves as an effective segue into introducing the vocabulary and concepts related

to elections. Additionally, showing campaign posters or political cartoons depicting

candidates in various scenarios can pique students’ interest and prompt them to

share their interpretations. This warm-up activity not only sets the stage for the

lesson but also encourages students to express opinions and engage in critical

thinking right from the start.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Election Terms Match-Up

Divide the class into pairs and provide each pair with a set of cards. On one set,



write election terms (e.g., candidate, vote) and on the other set, their definitions.

Students work together to match each term with its corresponding definition.

Afterward, facilitate a class discussion about any challenging terms and encourage

students to create sentences using the matched vocabulary.

Roleplay: Campaign Speeches

Assign each student a role as either a candidate or a member of the audience.

Candidates prepare short campaign speeches outlining their policies and promises

while considering specific vocabulary related to elections. The audience then

engages in asking relevant questions in line with the candidates' proposed policies,

providing an opportunity for both speaking and listening practice.

Reading & Writing: Analyzing Political Cartoons

Distribute political cartoons related to elections and ask students to analyze them

in pairs or small groups. Encourage discussions on what messages or criticisms the

cartoons convey about candidates or certain aspects of the political process.

Following this activity, have students write short paragraphs expressing their

interpretations of the cartoons before engaging in group discussions.

These activities promote collaborative learning and language mastery by immersing

students into election-related vocabulary through interactive exercises.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with researching and summarizing a recent

election, whether it be a local, national, or international election. They should

highlight key candidates, campaign strategies used, voter turnout, and the

election's outcome. This assignment reinforces the lesson content by allowing

students to apply the vocabulary and concepts studied in class to real-world

examples. Additionally, it encourages independent research skills and critical

thinking as they analyze different political processes around the world.



Conclusion

Key Points Recap

Throughout the Mock Election Lesson Plan, students engaged in interactive

activities centered around election-related vocabulary, role-playing campaign

scenarios, and analyzing political cartoons. These activities not only enhanced their

language proficiency but also cultivated a deeper understanding of democratic

processes and civic engagement.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on the lesson, they can consider how their increased familiarity

with election-related terminology and concepts can be applied to everyday

discussions as well as formal language usage. Understanding political discourse

enables them to participate confidently in conversations about current events and

fosters critical thinking skills vital for effective communication.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhancing Language Proficiency Through

Active Participation

The Mock Election Lesson Plan offers an immersive way for ESL learners to actively

engage in language learning. By delving into election-themed vocabulary and

participating in role-play activities, students can develop their language skills within



a meaningful context. The lesson's interactive nature encourages participation and

communication, fostering a conducive environment for language acquisition.

Fostering Critical Thinking and Civic

Engagement

Exploring the concepts of elections, campaigns, and voting not only improves

language skills but also cultivates critical thinking abilities. Additionally, the lesson

plan promotes civic engagement by familiarizing students with democratic

processes, thus broadening their cultural awareness while building essential

language competencies.

This topic stands out as an effective means to enrich ESL learning by combining

linguistic development with social and civic education.


