Introduction

Narrative tenses are a crucial part of English language learning, as they allow
students to describe and narrate stories in detail. This ESL lesson plan on Narrative
Tenses aims to guide students in understanding and using past tenses such as
simple past, past continuous, and past perfect effectively when recounting events
or storytelling. By mastering narrative tenses, students can convey more elaborate
and engaging narratives, thereby enhancing their overall language proficiency. This
lesson plan will focus on honing the students' ability to construct coherent
narratives using appropriate tense forms for different parts of the story. Learning
narrative tenses not only improves linguistic skills but also encourages creative
expression through storytelling.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab Definition

Simple Past Refers to actions that were completed at a specific time in the past.

Past Describes actions that were ongoing or in progress at a certain moment in
Continuous the past.

Past Perfect Indicates an action that happened before another action in the past.
Time Words or phrases used to indicate when an event took place, such as
Expressions 'vesterday', 'last week', 'while', etc.

Narrative Tenses used to talk about narratives, stories, and recounts of events that
Tenses happened at some point in the past.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on narrative tenses, start with an engaging warm-up activity.



Provide students with a series of images or photos that depict different actions or
events. Ask them to work in pairs and describe the scenes using appropriate
narrative tenses. For example, "What was happening at this time?" or "What had
already happened before this picture was taken?" This activity will serve as a fun
and interactive way to introduce narrative tenses while capturing students'
attention and stimulating their language skills.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity 1: Story Reconstruction

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a mixed-up narrative
story written in the simple past, past continuous, and past perfect tenses. Instruct
them to work together to rearrange the story in chronological order based on the
events described. This will enhance their understanding of how different narrative
tenses are used in context.

Activity 2: Listening Exercise

Play a short audio clip or video that features a narrative or story. Ask students to
listen carefully and identify instances of narrative tenses used by the speakers.
Afterwards, hold a class discussion about their findings, reinforcing their listening
skills while focusing on how narrative tenses contribute to storytelling.

Activity 3: Roleplay Scenario

Provide students with a roleplay scenario where they have to act out a situation
using appropriate narrative tenses. For example, they can reenact scenes from a
book or create their own improvised stories using different past tense forms. This
activity fosters creativity, oral communication skills, and reinforces understanding
of narrative tenses in a practical context.



ESL Homework Assignment

Prepare a homework assignment where students are tasked with writing a short
narrative using different narrative tenses. Encourage them to incorporate past
simple, past continuous, and past perfect tenses to describe events in their story.
This exercise will reinforce the lesson content and provide an opportunity for
students to practice applying narrative tenses independently.

Conclusion

Key Points Recap

Throughout this ESL lesson on narrative tenses, students have delved into the
usage of past tenses such as simple past, past continuous, and past perfect to
construct coherent narratives and storytelling.

Reflection and Application

Encourage students to reflect on how mastering narrative tenses can enrich their
language skills by enabling them to convey detailed stories and events effectively.
Prompt them to consider how the understanding of narrative tenses can be applied
in their writing and oral communication, emphasizing its significance in their overall
language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning



Enhancing Language Proficiency

Learning narrative tenses is beneficial for ESL students as it enhances their
language proficiency by providing them with the tools to effectively communicate
and construct stories and recounts using appropriate past tenses.

Creative Expression

Narrative tenses allow students to engage in creative expression through
storytelling, encouraging them to use language in a more imaginative and
personalized manner. This fosters creativity and makes the learning process more
enjoyable.



