
Introduction

The Native Son ESL Lesson Plan is designed to immerse students in the rich

language, themes, and historical context of Richard Wright's groundbreaking novel,

"Native Son." This lesson plan focuses on enhancing students' English language

skills through thought-provoking discussions, vocabulary building exercises, and

engaging activities related to the text. By delving into this important piece of

literature, students not only improve their language proficiency but also gain

insights into social justice issues and cultural reflections. This lesson plan aims to

spark critical thinking and foster a deeper appreciation for literature while

advancing English language acquisition.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Segregation The enforced separation of different racial groups.

Oppression Prolonged cruel or unjust treatment or control.

Poverty The state of being extremely poor.

Injustice 'Lack of fairness or justice'

'Racial

tension'

'The feeling of discomfort and hostility resulting from the interaction

between different racial groups.'

Contextual Usage



1. The segregation laws in place during that time were a clear example of unjust

segregation.

2. Bigger Thomas faces oppression and poverty throughout the novel, leading to

his desperate actions.

3. The protagonist's struggle against injustice is a central theme in the novel.

4. The book vividly depicts the racial tension present in urban America during that

era.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kickstart the Native Son ESL lesson, begin with a role-playing activity where

students take on the roles of various characters from the novel. Encourage them to

use relevant language elements and express the emotions and experiences of

these characters. This will not only set the tone for the lesson but also capture

students' attention, making them eager to delve into the themes and language

used in "Native Son."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Word Collage

Start by providing students with a list of key words from the novel. In groups, have

them create word collages using magazines or printed images to visually represent

the meanings of the words. Encourage discussions as they select and justify their

choices, promoting a deeper understanding of the vocabulary.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Character

Analysis



Ask students to choose a character from "Native Son" and write a journal entry from

their perspective. This activity encourages critical thinking and empathetic

understanding of the characters' experiences.

Listening Comprehension: Audio Excerpts

Play selected audio excerpts from the novel and have students discuss their

interpretations in pairs. This will enhance listening skills while promoting thoughtful

conversations about the themes and narrative elements.

Roleplay: Trial Reconstruction

Divide students into groups to reenact Bigger Thomas's trial, emphasizing language

used in legal contexts. This hands-on activity enhances comprehension while

encouraging collaborative discussions on justice and societal norms depicted in the

novel.

ESL Homework Assignment

After completing the in-class activities, students should choose a theme from

"Native Son" and write a reflective essay discussing its significance in today's

society. This task reinforces the lesson content while encouraging critical thinking

and written expression.

Conclusion

Lesson Recap



In conclusion, the Native Son ESL Lesson Plan delved deep into the language,

themes, and historical context of Richard Wright's novel. Students explored key

vocabulary, engaged in role-playing activities, honed their listening comprehension

skills, and undertook insightful writing exercises.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how analyzing complex texts

like "Native Son" enhances their language development. By engaging with

challenging themes and thought-provoking discussions, students not only expand

their English proficiency but also develop critical thinking skills crucial for effective

communication.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Native Son ESL Lesson Plan provides a valuable opportunity for students to

explore the cultural and historical dimensions of the novel while improving their

English language skills. The themes within "Native Son" allow for meaningful

discussions on societal issues, helping students develop empathy, critical thinking,

and language proficiency in a compelling context.


