Introduction

Opinion writing is a fundamental skill in English language development, enabling
students to express their thoughts and ideas clearly and persuasively. In this ESL
lesson plan, students will learn how to structure and articulate their opinions
effectively through various writing activities. By mastering this skill, students can
develop critical thinking abilities, expand their vocabulary, and enhance their
overall language proficiency. This lesson aims to empower students with the tools
they need to formulate and communicate their opinions confidently in both spoken
and written English.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
. A view or judgment formed about something, not necessarily based on fact or
Opinion

knowledge.

Able to convince, influence, or persuade someone to do or believe something

Persuasive through reasoning or argument.

Argument An exchange of diverging views, typically a heated or angry one.

The action of thinking about something in a logical, sensible way in order to

R nin ' '
€asoning  f5rm a conclusion or judgment.

An assertion that something is true; the main point being made in an

laim .
Cla argumentative essay.

Contextual Usage



- The students were asked to write an opinion piece on their favorite book.

- She made a persuasive argument for implementing stricter environmental laws.
- The class engaged in a heated argument about the best form of government.

- His reasoning behind the decision was well thought out and logical.

- The author's claim that technology improves learning is supported by strong
evidence.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, introduce the students to a fun warm-up activity called
"Debate Dice." Provide each student with a dice. On each side of the dice, write
different topics or issues that are open for debate (e.g., environment, social media,
education). Have students take turns rolling the dice and expressing their opinions
based on the topic that appears. Encourage them to use persuasive language and
reasoning to support their viewpoints. This activity sets the tone for opinion writing
by getting students engaged in discussing various topics and honing their
argumentative skills in a lighthearted manner.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Opinion Word Wall

Create a word wall with opinion-related vocabulary words such as "persuasive,"
"argument," "claim," etc. Divide the class into small groups and provide each group
with different colored sticky notes. Instruct them to write down examples of how
these words are used in sentences that express opinions. Afterward, have each
group present their chosen words and sentences, fostering discussion around the
meaning and usage of these terms.



Listening Exercise: Analyzing Persuasive
Speeches

Select a persuasive speech relevant to the students' age group or interests. Play
the speech for the class, and then distribute a transcript for students to review. In
pairs, have them identify persuasive techniques used in the speech such as
emotional appeal, rhetorical questions, or statistics. Encourage pairs to discuss
their findings before presenting them to the class.

Roleplay: The Great Debate

Divide students into two groups representing opposing viewpoints related to a
familiar topic (e.qg., school uniforms). Each group prepares arguments supporting
their stance. Pair up students from different groups to engage in one-on-one
debates where they take turns presenting their arguments and responding
respectfully to each other's points.

Writing Task: Crafting A Persuasive Essay

Provide a worksheet containing various prompts for persuasive essays (e.qg.,
"Should homework be banned?" or "Is social media beneficial?"). Instruct students
to choose one prompt and write a persuasive essay using elements learned
throughout the lesson. Encourage peer reviews before finalizing their work.

ESL Homework Assignment

Task the students with writing a blog post expressing their opinion on a current
social issue, a debate they feel strongly about, or a personal experience they
believe holds significance. The blog post should include persuasive language and
sound reasoning, mirroring the techniques learned in class. Encourage students to
respond to each other's posts online for added engagement.

This interactive homework assignment not only reinforces the lesson on opinion



writing but also encourages students to express themselves outside of the
classroom while engaging with their peers' viewpoints.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan, students have learned how to articulate their
opinions effectively through various writing activities. They have explored
vocabulary related to opinion writing, analyzed persuasive speeches, engaged in
debates, and crafted their own persuasive essays.

Reflect and Apply

Take a moment to reflect on the skills acquired during this lesson. Consider how
mastering the art of expressing opinions can enhance your overall language
proficiency. Recognize that the ability to construct logical arguments and use
persuasive language will not only aid in academic writing but also in everyday
communication, thereby strengthening your language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Opinion writing is an excellent topic for ESL learning as it provides students with the
opportunity to express themselves, formulate arguments, and think critically in
English. It encourages students to develop their persuasive language skills, expand
their vocabulary, and enhance overall language proficiency. Additionally, opinion
writing fosters creativity and individual expression while strengthening
communication abilities essential for both academic and real-world situations.
Through this topic, ESL learners can engage in meaningful discussions, gain



confidence in expressing viewpoints, and refine their writing skills - all crucial
elements of language development.



