Introduction

The Pere Goriot ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the classic French novel "Le
Pere Goriot" by Honoré de Balzac. This lesson plan aims to improve students'
language skills through the exploration of the themes, characters, and vocabulary
within the novel. By delving into this rich literary work, students can expand their
vocabulary, enhance their reading and writing abilities, and gain a deeper
understanding of French culture and society during the 19th century. The lesson
plan provides an engaging opportunity for ESL learners to sharpen their language
proficiency while immersing themselves in a captivating piece of literature.

Vocabulary Building

[
{

"keyTerm": "Ruthless",

"definition": "Showing no pity or compassion for others."
H

{

"keyTerm": "Deception",

"definition": "The action of deceiving someone by concealing or misrepresenting the
truth."

b

{

"keyTerm": "Loyalty",

"definition"; "A strong feeling of support or allegiance."”
I

{

"keyTerm": Epitome",

definition: The perfect example of something.

}

]

Contextual Usage:



1. Ruthless: In the novel, Vautrin's ruthless nature becomes evident when he
manipulates Eugene de Rastignac into taking part in a dubious scheme.

2. Deception: Madame Vauquer's deception is revealed when she pretends to care
for her boarders while only seeking their money.

3. Loyalty: Despite his struggles, Eugene de Rastignac remains loyal to his family
and maintains his integrity throughout the story.

4. Epitome: Pere Goriot can be seen as the epitome of selfless love and sacrifice for
his daughters.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To start the Pere Goriot ESL Lesson, begin with a roleplay activity where students
take on the characters from the novel and engage in a brief conversation using
dialogues reflecting specific scenes or emotions from the text. For example,
students could act out a scene between Eugene de Rastignac and Vautrin. This will
not only pique their interest but also set the tone for discussing character
interactions, themes, and language elements relevant to the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Word Association

1. Divide the students into small groups.

2. Provide each group with a list of vocabulary words related to the Pere Goriot
novel.

3. Instruct the groups to brainstorm and discuss associations or connections
between the given words and elements from the story.

4. Encourage students to use their prior knowledge of the novel and make
connections based on themes, characters, or settings.

5. After a designated time, have each group share their associations and explain
their thought process.



Listening Activity: Character Interviews

1. Choose a few key characters from Pere Goriot, such as Eugene de Rastignac and
Vautrin.

2. Prepare interview questions related to their experiences, motivations, or
perspectives in the story.

3. Play pre-recorded audio clips of different actors portraying these characters
answering the interview questions (or have volunteers read out loud).

4. Instruct students to listen carefully as they hear different interpretations of these
characters' voices and responses.

5. After listening, facilitate a discussion where students compare and contrast their
impressions of each character's personality based on the interviews.

Reading and Writing Activity: Book Review

1. Assign each student or small group a specific section or chapter from Pere Goriot
to read closely.

2. Ask them to write a book review focusing on key plot points, themes explored in
that section, character development, and personal opinions about that portion of
the novel.

3. Provide guidelines for structuring their reviews with an introduction, summary of
chosen section/chapter content, analysis/discussion points (e.g., questions raised),
evaluation/thoughts on writing style or language use in that portion,

and closing thoughts/comments.

Roleplay Activity: Courtroom Drama

1.Divide students into pairs/groups as "lawyers" and "witnesses".

2.Assign roles of key characters from Pere Goriot to each group.

3.Provide a fictional courtroom scenario related to conflicts or events in the novel.
4.Instruct students to prepare their roles by studying the relevant passages,
organizing their arguments or testimony, and considering how their character's
perspective can influence the outcome.

5.Facilitate a roleplay session where lawyers present their cases and witnesses



testify based on events from the story. Encourage critical thinking, reasoning, and
language use as they debate the actions and motivations of different characters.
These activities aim to engage students in active learning while providing
opportunities for collaborative work, creative expression, deeper understanding of
vocabulary terms, listening comprehension practice, analytical thinking skills
development,

and improved written communication abilities.

ESL Homework Assignment

For the ESL homework assignment, here are a few tasks that will reinforce the
lesson content:

1. Vocabulary Flashcards: Ask students to create flashcards with key terms and
expressions from Pere Goriot. They should write the word or phrase on one side and
its definition or context on the other side. Students can review these flashcards
regularly to strengthen their vocabulary knowledge.

2. Character Analysis: Assign each student a different character from Pere Goriot
and have them write a detailed character analysis. Students should describe the
character's personality traits, motivations, relationships, and role in the story.
Encourage them to support their analysis with evidence from the novel.

3. Discussion Questions: Provide a list of discussion questions related to Pere Goriot
and ask students to choose one or two questions to answer in writing. These
questions could address themes, character development, social issues raised in the
novel, or students' personal reflections on certain scenes or plot points.

4. Writing Prompt: Give students a writing prompt that encourages them to explore
a theme or concept from Pere Goriot in their own words. For example, they could
write an essay discussing how societal expectations impact characters' decisions in
the novel or compose a creative piece imagining an alternative ending for one of
the characters.

By assigning these relevant homework tasks, students have an opportunity to
further engage with Pere Goriot outside of class and reinforce their understanding
of its vocabulary, themes,

characters' complexities,

and overall literary analysis skills.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the Pere Goriot ESL Lesson Plan has provided students with an
immersive learning experience focused on this classic French novel. Throughout the
lesson, students have explored key vocabulary terms and expressions, engaged in
captivating warm-up activities, and participated in various activities that enhance
their reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills.

By delving into the world of Pere Goriot, students have gained a deeper
understanding of not only the language but also the cultural and historical contexts
of 19th century France. They have analyzed characters' motivations, examined
themes related to societal expectations and personal aspirations, and developed
critical thinking skills through discussions and roleplays.

Reflecting on what they have learned during this lesson plan can provide valuable
insights into their language development journey. Students can recognize how
exposure to literature expands their vocabulary repertoire while honing their
reading comprehension abilities. They can reflect on how discussing complex topics
fosters stronger communication skills in both oral and written forms.

Moreover,

students can recognize that analyzing characters' perspectives helps develop
empathy

and enhances cross-cultural understanding.

The insights gained from Pere Goriot's themes can be applied across a wide range
of literary works and real-life situations.

Overall,

the Pere Goriot ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive approach to language
learning that combines literary exploration with skill-building activities.

By engaging with this classic novel,

students are not only improving their language proficiency but also developing a
deeper appreciation for literature as an essential tool for personal growth

and intercultural awareness.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning



The Pere Goriot ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to the
following reasons:

1. Language Enrichment: By studying a classic French novel like Pere Goriot,
students are exposed to rich and complex vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and
literary techniques. This enhances their language skills and expands their linguistic
competence.

2. Cultural Immersion: Through the exploration of Pere Goriot's storyline, settings,
and characters, students gain valuable insights into 19th century French society
and culture. This exposure fosters cross-cultural understanding and appreciation.
3. Critical Thinking Development: The themes present in Pere Goriot encourage
students to think critically about societal expectations,

personal aspirations,

and moral dilemmas faced by the characters.

Analyzing these themes helps learners develop their analytical thinking skills

and fosters empathy as they relate to different perspectives within the novel.

4. Communication Skills Enhancement: Engaging in discussions, roleplays,

and writing activities centered around the novel helps students improve their
communication skills in both spoken and written forms.

They learn how to express ideas clearly,

support arguments with evidence from the text,

and engage in meaningful conversations about literature.

5. Authentic Language Exposure: Studying a literary work like Pere Goriot provides
authentic language input that reflects native-level usage of vocabulary,

grammar structures,

and idiomatic expressions.

This exposure aids in developing natural fluency

and comprehension of real-world language use.

Incorporating the study of classic novels like Pere Goriot into ESL lessons offers a
holistic approach to language learning that combines linguistic development with
cultural appreciation

and critical thinking skill enhancement.

It allows learners to explore historical context through literature while furthering
their literacy skills

and nurturing a lifelong love for reading.

Overall,this topic enriches the ESL classroom experience by providing opportunities



for depth of analysis, language growth,
and cultural understanding.



