
Introduction

The Persian Letters, written by Montesquieu in 1721, is not only a literary

masterpiece but also a valuable source for ESL learners to delve into various

aspects of language and culture. This ESL lesson plan aims to introduce students to

key themes and vocabulary from the Persian Letters while enhancing their reading

comprehension and critical thinking skills. By exploring this engaging material,

students will gain valuable insights into Persian society and history, as well as

develop a deeper understanding of complex sentences and storytelling techniques.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Harem
The separate part of a Muslim household reserved for wives, concubines, and

female servants.

Pilgrimage A journey to a sacred place or shrine as an act of religious devotion.

Eunuchs
Men who have been castrated, typically employed to guard the women's

quarters in some Eastern courts.

Despotic (of a government or ruler) exercising absolute power and authority; tyrannical.

Orientalism
A term used by art historians and literary scholars to describe the imitation or

depiction of aspects in Middle Eastern and East Asian cultures.

Contextual Usage



1. As Nargum entered the harem, she saw the luxurious quarters where the

Sultan's wives resided.

2. The pilgrimage to Mecca was a once-in-a-lifetime journey for Fatima.

3. The eunuchs stood guard outside the palace gates with unwavering loyalty.

4. The citizens lived under despotic rule, with no freedom or rights.

5.Orientalism influenced European art during the Baroque period by depicting

opulent scenes from exotic cultures.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To capture students' attention and set the tone for the Persian Letters ESL lesson,

begin with a "Letter-Writing Relay." Divide the class into small groups and provide

each group with a sentence starter related to classic letter openings, such as "Dear

friend, I hope this letter finds you in good health and spirits." Each group must then

continue writing the letter based on the style and themes seen in the Persian

Letters. This activity not only engages students but also introduces them to the

tone and format of correspondence commonly found in Montesquieu's work.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Activity: Vocabulary Exploration through

Roleplay

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a scenario from the

Persian Letters. For example, one group can act out a scene in the harem, while

another could portray travelers on a pilgrimage. Encourage students to use the

vocabulary from the lesson as they express their characters' thoughts and

emotions, fostering a deeper connection to the key terms.



Activity: Reading Comprehension and Group

Discussion

Provide students with excerpts from the Persian Letters and ask them to read and

analyze the text for themes, character motivations, and societal norms. Follow this

with a group discussion where students can share their interpretations and engage

in critical thinking about cultural differences portrayed in the text.

Activity: Listening Exercise with Q&A Pair Work

Play an audio clip or read aloud passages from the Persian Letters to improve

listening skills. Then, pair up students for a question-and-answer session based on

what they heard. This activity encourages active listening, comprehension checks,

and collaborative learning among peers.

Activity: Creative Writing Based on Themes

Ask students to imagine themselves as travelers encountering foreign cultures

similar to those depicted in The Persian Letters. Task them with writing their own

fictional letters using core vocabulary learned during this lesson. This exercise not

only reinforces vocabulary but also encourages creativity and storytelling skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

Homework Assignment: Cultural Comparison

Ask students to research and write a short essay comparing the cultural aspects

depicted in the Persian Letters with those of their own culture. Encourage them to

explore similarities and differences in traditions, social norms, and familial

structures.



Homework Assignment: Vocabulary Journal

Request students to maintain a vocabulary journal where they can record new

words encountered in their reading of the Persian Letters. They should include

definitions, contextual usage, and create their own sentences using these words.

Homework Assignment: Reflective Response

Task students with writing a reflective response on how the themes and character

interactions in the Persian Letters relate to contemporary society. Encourage them

to share personal insights alongside references from the text.

Conclusion

Summary

The ESL lesson plan on the Persian Letters has provided a comprehensive

exploration of vocabulary, cultural contexts, and critical thinking skills. Through

engaging activities and discussions, students have gained insight into the themes,

characters, and societal aspects depicted in Montesquieu's work.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the vocabulary and cultural insights from

the Persian Letters can enhance your language development. Understanding

different cultures through literature not only improves language skills but also

encourages empathy and broadens your worldview. Apply these newfound linguistic

and cultural nuances to your everyday communication to become a more effective

and empathetic communicator.



Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging and Cultural

The Persian Letters ESL lesson plan is a fantastic topic for ESL learning due to its

engaging storyline and rich cultural insights. The unique narrative allows students

to explore different aspects of Persian society, such as the harem, pilgrimage, and

despotic rule. By delving into these cultural elements, students not only enhance

their language skills but also develop a deeper understanding of diverse cultures.

Vocabulary Expansion

The Persian Letters ESL lesson plan provides ample opportunities for vocabulary

expansion. Through key terms related to the harem, pilgrimage, eunuchs, despotic

rule, and orientalism, students gain a broader range of vocabulary within a

meaningful context. This enhances their overall language proficiency and

encourages them to apply the newly acquired words in their everyday

communication.

Critical Thinking Skills

Analyzing the themes and characters in the Persian Letters promotes critical

thinking skills among ESL learners. Students are encouraged to reflect on social

norms depicted in the text and compare them with contemporary society. This

fosters analytical thinking while developing their ability to express opinions and

engage in thoughtful discussions.

Storytelling Techniques



Exploring Montesquieu's storytelling techniques in the Persian Letters helps

students improve their reading comprehension skills. The complex sentences found

within this novel challenge learners to unravel meaning from context while

unraveling intricate narratives. This honing of skills contributes significantly to

overall language development.

By incorporating all these factors into an ESL classroom setting, teachers can create

an engaging learning environment that not only focuses on linguistic abilities but

also promotes cultural literacy and critical thinking among students.


