
Introduction

The Pollution ESL lesson plan is designed to raise awareness of environmental

issues and help students build their English language skills in discussing and

addressing pollution. This topic is important as it not only teaches vocabulary

related to pollution, but also provides a platform for expressing opinions, discussing

solutions, and understanding the impact of pollution on the world. Through this

lesson plan, students can engage in meaningful discussions about environmental

sustainability and learn how to articulate their thoughts on this pressing global

issue.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Pollution
The presence or introduction into the environment of substances or things

that cause harm or discomfort to living organisms.

Environment
The surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or plant lives and

operates.

Recycle (With reference to waste) convert (waste) into reusable material.

Renewable

energy

Energy from a source that is not depleted when used, such as wind or solar

power.

Global

warming

A gradual increase in the overall temperature of the earth's atmosphere

generally attributed to the greenhouse effect caused by increased levels of

carbon dioxide and other pollutants.

Contextual Usage



1. Pollution: The pollution from factories is causing harm to the local wildlife.

2. Environment: It's important to protect our environment by reducing air and

water pollution.

3. Recycle: We should recycle paper, glass, and plastic whenever possible.

4. Renewable energy: Solar panels are an example of renewable energy

sources.

5. Global warming: Scientists are concerned about the impact of global warming

on polar ice caps.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the tone for the Pollution ESL Lesson Plan, begin with a thought-provoking

discussion. Show students images of polluted areas or videos about environmental

issues and ask them to describe what they see. Encourage them to use vocabulary

related to pollution and the environment as they share their observations. This will

not only captivate their attention but also activate their prior knowledge on the

topic.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Pollution Scenarios

Divide the class into pairs and provide each pair with a scenario related to pollution.

Students should discuss the scenario using vocabulary from the lesson and come

up with possible solutions to address the pollution issue.

Listening Exercise: Environmental Podcast

Play an environmental podcast or audio clip discussing pollution. Afterward,



facilitate a class discussion about the key points raised in the audio, encouraging

students to express their opinions on the topic.

Roleplay: Eco-Friendly Debate

Split the class into two groups: one advocating for eco-friendly practices and

renewable energy, and another representing industries causing pollution. Have

them prepare arguments and engage in a debate exploring both perspectives.

Reading and Writing Task: Pollution Effects

Research

Assign students to research and write a short report on different types of pollution

and their effects on wildlife, ecosystems, or human health. Encourage them to use

vocabulary from the lesson in their reports.

ESL Homework Assignment

Task students with creating a poster or presentation about practical solutions to

reduce pollution in their local community or globally. Encourage them to include

vocabulary and concepts from the lesson in their projects. This assignment aims to

reinforce the lesson content and promote critical thinking about environmental

issues.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the Pollution ESL Lesson Plan, students learned about various types of



pollution, its effects on the environment, and potential solutions to address this

global issue. They also expanded their vocabulary related to environmental

sustainability and pollution.

Reflection

Reflecting on this lesson, students can consider how they can incorporate the newly

learned vocabulary and concepts into their everyday language use. Additionally,

they can think about ways to contribute to environmental protection and raise

awareness in their communities using their language skills.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Relevance to Everyday Life

The Pollution ESL Lesson Plan addresses a globally relevant and pressing issue,

making it an ideal topic for ESL learning. Environmental topics like pollution are

relatable to students as they often encounter and discuss these issues in their daily

lives.

Expands Vocabulary and Critical Thinking

Studying pollution expands students' environmental vocabulary while encouraging

critical thinking about solutions. This broadens their ability to articulate thoughts on

complex real-world topics, enhancing their language development.


