
Introduction

The beloved children's classic "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm" serves as a valuable

ESL lesson plan topic, offering a rich narrative that not only entertains but also

provides ample opportunities for language learning. The tale of Rebecca's

adventures and triumphs in the face of adversity is not only engaging but also

presents themes and scenarios that resonate with students from various cultural

backgrounds. This ESL lesson plan aims to leverage the captivating story to

enhance vocabulary, reading comprehension, and conversational skills while

immersing students in a delightful literary landscape.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Sunnybrook

Farm
The fictional farm from the novel, serving as the setting for various events.

Adversity
Difficulties or misfortune, a common theme in the story of Rebecca of

Sunnybrook Farm.

Courage
The ability to confront fear, pain, danger, uncertainty or intimidation.

Rebecca’s journey involves numerous displays of courage.

Resilience
The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness. This term is

evident in how Rebecca deals with challenges in her life.

Innocence
Lack of guile or corruption; purity. This reflects the character of Rebecca as

she navigates through life's trials with her innocence intact.

Contextual Usage



1. Sunnybrook Farm:

- Example: In 'Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,' the picturesque and idyllic setting of

Sunnybrook Farm plays a vital role in shaping Rebecca's experiences.

2. Adversity:

- Example: Throughout the novel, Rebecca faces adversity with grace and

determination that inspires those around her.

3. Courage:

- Example: When faced with challenging situations on Sunnybrook Farm, Rebecca

exhibits remarkable courage that motivates others.

4. Resilience:

- Example: Despite setbacks and obstacles encountered at Sunnybrook Farm,

Rebecca shows resilience by bouncing back stronger each time.

5. Innocence:

- Example: The innocence in which Rebecca approaches various predicaments

enriches the story's emotional depth and relatability for readers.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To commence the lesson on "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm," begin with a fun warm-

up activity that transports students to the charming setting of Sunnybrook Farm.

Have students imagine themselves as characters from the story, and encourage

them to describe their surroundings using adjectives relevant to farm life. This not

only familiarizes them with the vocabulary and tone of the novel but also sets a

lively ambiance for delving into character interactions, plot developments, and

cultural elements unique to rural settings.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Farm Life Word Scramble

Divide the class into pairs or small groups and provide each group with a list of



jumbled farm-related vocabulary words pertinent to the story. Task them with

unscrambling the words within a time limit. Encourage discussion within groups to

determine the correct order, fostering collaborative problem-solving and reinforcing

key vocabulary.

Reading and Writing: Character Diary Entry

Assign each student a character from "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm" and prompt

them to create a diary entry from their character's perspective. This exercise

enhances reading comprehension, encourages thoughtful analysis of characters,

and provides an opportunity for creative writing. After completion, students can

share their diaries in pairs or small groups to foster discussions about character

traits and motivations.

Roleplay: Plot Recap Through Dialogue

Task students with recreating pivotal scenes from the book through roleplay

dialogue. This activity enables students to demonstrate comprehension of

important plot points, practice conversational English, and delve deeper into

character mannerisms. Encourage collaboration between students in shaping

authentic-sounding dialogues while maintaining fidelity to the story's events.

Listening Comprehension: Audio Story

Retelling

Play an audio excerpt from "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm," then have students work

together to reconstruct the story based on what they heard. This collaborative

exercise hones listening skills while fostering teamwork as students piece together

details in sequential order. Subsequently, initiate a class discussion where groups

share their reconstructed narratives for comparison.

ESL Homework Assignment



ESL Homework Assignment: Creative Writing

For homework, students should write a short story inspired by the themes and

setting of "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm." Encourage them to incorporate

vocabulary and phrases learned during the lesson. This assignment allows students

to showcase their creativity, writing skills, and understanding of the concepts

explored in class.

ESL Homework Assignment: Vocabulary

Expansion

Students can expand their vocabulary by creating flashcards or a word journal.

Instruct them to choose five new words from the lesson and write each word on one

side of a flashcard or in their journal. On the other side or on a separate page, they

should include definitions and example sentences using those words. This activity

reinforces their understanding of new terms while providing opportunities for

independent study.

ESL Homework Assignment: Character Analysis

Assign students to select one character from "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm" and

thoroughly analyze their traits, motivations, and development throughout the story.

They can create a character profile with illustrations, written descriptions, or even

multimedia presentations. This task fosters critical thinking skills as they dive

deeper into literary analysis while reflecting on how characters contribute to plot

progression.

ESL Homework Assignment: Researching

Historical Context



Ask students to research about life during the time period when "Rebecca of

Sunnybrook Farm" is set (late 19th century). They can explore topics such as

education systems, daily life routines, clothing styles, or social norms prevalent at

that time. They can present their findings through a written report or an oral

presentation in class. This assignment deepens their understanding by connecting

literature with historical context.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm ESL Lesson Plan has provided

students with a captivating journey through the pages of this beloved children's

classic. Throughout the lesson, students have explored key vocabulary related to

farm life, engaged in various activities that enhance reading comprehension and

language skills, and delved into character analysis and historical context. By

immersing themselves in the story of Rebecca's adventures on Sunnybrook Farm,

students have not only enhanced their language development but also gained

insights into themes such as resilience, courage, and innocence.

As we reflect on what we've learned, it is important for students to consider how

they can apply these newfound skills and knowledge in their language development

journey. The vocabulary expansion activities can be replicated with other texts or

topics to continuously build their lexicon. The creative writing assignments allow

them to explore their imagination while honing their writing skills. Additionally,

analyzing characters' traits and motivations helps students develop critical thinking

abilities that can be applied across different literary works.

By engaging with "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm," students have not only developed

language proficiency but also expanded their cultural knowledge by diving into a

cherished piece of literature. This lesson plan serves as a stepping stone for further

exploration of literature while strengthening linguistic competencies along the way.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning



Captivating and Engaging Story

The Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent choice for ESL

learning due to its captivating and engaging story. The adventures of Rebecca on

Sunnybrook Farm captivate students' attention, making the learning experience

enjoyable and immersive. This prompts students to actively engage with the

material, fostering a deeper understanding of vocabulary, language structures, and

cultural nuances.

Rich Vocabulary Opportunities

The story offers ample opportunities for vocabulary expansion. From farm-related

terms to descriptive adjectives, students can enrich their lexicon while exploring

the world of Rebecca on Sunnybrook Farm. By encountering words in meaningful

contexts within the story, students are more likely to remember and integrate them

into their everyday language use.

Development of Reading Comprehension Skills

Through reading "Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm," ESL learners enhance their reading

comprehension skills. They learn how to analyze characters, make inferences based

on textual evidence, and understand plot developments within a narrative context.

These skills are transferable across different literary works and provide a solid

foundation for future language development.

Cultural Insights

"Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm" offers insights into rural American life during the

late 19th century. By delving into this historical context, ESL learners gain cultural

awareness and understanding that extends beyond language proficiency alone.

They develop a broader perspective on different time periods while exploring

themes such as family dynamics, societal norms, and personal aspirations.



Overall, the combination of an engaging story, rich vocabulary opportunities,

development of essential reading comprehension skills, and cultural insights makes

the Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm ESL Lesson Plan an ideal topic for ESL learning

that not only enhances language proficiency but also promotes cultural

understanding.


