Introduction

The "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" ESL Lesson Plan introduces students to the
themes, characters, and historical context of Mildred D. Taylor's novel. This lesson
plan aims to improve students' English language skills through engaging activities
related to the book's content. By exploring the vocabulary, discussing key points,

and participating in interactive exercises, students will enhance their language
proficiency while gaining insights into important historical and social issues. The
story's setting during the Great Depression provides a rich backdrop for language
learning as it offers opportunities for cultural exploration and critical thinking.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab

Great
Depression

Segregation

Sharecropping
Prejudice

Discrimination

Definition
A severe worldwide economic depression in the 1930s that affected
countries globally.

The enforced separation of different racial groups in a country,
community, or establishment.

An agricultural system where a landowner allows a tenant to use the land
in return for a share of the crops produced on their portion of land.

'Preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or actual experience.' In
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, prejudice is often shown through racism and
discrimination towards African Americans.

Unfair treatment towards individuals based on their race or other
characteristics.



Contextual Usage

1. The characters in the novel experienced firsthand the hardships brought about
by the Great Depression.

2. The themes of segregation and racial inequality are prominent throughout the
story.

3. Sharecropping was common among African American farmers during this time
period.

4. The protagonist faces prejudice from others due to her race.

5. Discrimination was an everyday reality for many African Americans during this
era, as depicted in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, start with an interactive
activity called "Word Association." Write the words "segregation," "prejudice,"
"sharecropping," and "discrimination" on the board. Then, ask students to free-
associate and note down any words or ideas that come to mind when they see
these terms. Encourage them to think about how these concepts might connect to
events or themes in the novel. This activity will not only activate their prior
knowledge but also help set the tone for discussing sensitive topics and vocabulary
related to the book's historical context.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Wall

Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a vocabulary word from
the novel, such as "sharecropping,” "prejudice," or "discrimination." Using
dictionaries or other resources, have each group create a visual representation of
their assigned word to display on a word wall. After all groups have presented their



words and meanings, facilitate a discussion about how these terms relate to the
novel's themes.

Listening Activity: Audio Excerpts

Play audio excerpts of pivotal scenes from Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Then,
distribute transcripts and ask students to listen carefully while reading along.
Afterward, engage them in pair discussions about the emotions evoked by the
scenes and any unfamiliar vocabulary used.

Roleplay: Character Dialogue

Assign each student a character from the book and ask them to prepare a short
dialogue between their character and another. Encourage creativity in imagining
how these characters would communicate with one another based on their
personalities and perspectives. After practicing in pairs, some students can perform
their dialogues in front of the class.

Reading & Writing: Journal Reflections

After independent reading sessions, have students write journal entries from the
perspective of one of the characters at significant points in the story. This activity
encourages critical thinking as they delve into literary analysis through empathizing
with characters' experiences. Distribute prompts for group discussion regarding
character motives and decisions revealed through their journal entries.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask students to research and write a short essay on the historical
impact of sharecropping during the Great Depression. Encourage them to use
reliable sources and reference the novel where applicable. Additionally, students
can select a pivotal scene from the book and rewrite it from an alternate character's



perspective, showcasing their understanding of diverse viewpoints and narrative
reinterpretation. Finally, assign them a set of vocabulary words related to the novel
for which they must create flashcards with definitions and example sentences. This
multi-faceted assignment will reinforce their understanding of both literary themes
and historical contexts while bolstering their language proficiency through
independent study.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students delved into the themes of segregation, prejudice,
and resilience depicted in Mildred D. Taylor's "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry." They
enhanced their vocabulary through engaging activities that connected them to the
historical and social context of the novel. By immersing themselves in listening,
role-playing, and writing exercises, they gained a deeper understanding of
language usage within a literary framework.

Reflection

As students reflect on their learning journey with this ESL lesson plan, they might
consider how the themes and vocabulary encountered in the novel transcend into
real-world applications. Exploring historical instances of discrimination can foster
empathy and understanding while refining language skills. By dissecting character
motivations and societal challenges from various perspectives, students can
strengthen both their linguistic proficiency and critical thinking abilities essential for
effective communication.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning



The Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry ESL Lesson Plan offers a rich language learning
experience by integrating vocabulary building, listening comprehension, and critical
thinking within the historical context of the novel. The use of authentic language in
discussions about prejudice, segregation, and resilience provides students with
exposure to meaningful and thought-provoking content while honing their English
language skills. Additionally, engaging with literature allows learners to explore
cultural diversity and empathy through language, promoting an inclusive and
immersive environment for ESL development.



