Introduction

The Ruby Bridges Lesson Plans are designed to introduce ESL students to the
inspiring story of Ruby Bridges, a brave young girl who played a pivotal role in the
civil rights movement. The lesson aims to educate students about the importance
of equality and inclusion while improving their language skills. By studying this

topic, students can gain valuable insights into history, empathy, and social justice

while enhancing their vocabulary and language proficiency. This lesson plan is a

powerful tool for fostering meaningful discussions and promoting cultural
awareness in the ESL classroom.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab

Segregation

Integration

Civil Rights
Movement

Activism

Discrimination

Definition
The enforced separation of different racial groups.

The process of bringing together people from different races into the
same educational or social setting.

A mass protest movement against racial segregation and
discrimination, most notably in the United States during the 1950s and
1960s.

(noun) The policy or action of using vigorous campaigning to bring
about political or social change.

Unjust or prejudicial treatment based on race, age, sex, etc.

Contextual Usage



1. The Civil Rights Movement aimed to end segregation and promote
integration in schools.

2. Ruby Bridges' brave activism contributed significantly to the cause of civil
rights.

3. Discrimination based on race was a prevalent issue during that period.
4. Many people took part in peaceful protests as part of the movement for
integration.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To start the lesson on Ruby Bridges, begin by showing a short video or presenting
images of Ruby Bridges and the civil rights movement. Engage the students in a
brief discussion about what they see, encouraging them to share their thoughts and
feelings. Ask questions such as "What do you notice about the people in the
images?" and "Why do you think this girl looks different from the other children?"
This will pique their curiosity and set the tone for understanding Ruby Bridges' story
while incorporating vocabulary related to civil rights, equality, and justice.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

Divide the class into small groups and provide them with a list of vocabulary words

related to the civil rights movement, such as "segregation," "integration,"
"activism," and "discrimination." Each group should come up with sentences or
short paragraphs using these terms. This activity encourages students to practice

using the new vocabulary while fostering teamwork and discussion.

Listening Activity: Ruby Bridges Interview



Play an audio recording of an interview with Ruby Bridges, discussing her
experiences as a young girl during the integration of schools. Afterwards, lead a
class discussion about what they learned from the interview, encouraging students
to ask questions and express their thoughts. This activity improves listening
comprehension and critical thinking skills.

Roleplay: School Integration Scenario

Organize a roleplay where students act out scenes related to school integration,
including interactions between students from different racial backgrounds,
teachers, and parents. This hands-on exercise allows students to understand
historical events from various perspectives while practicing language in real-life
scenarios.

Reading and Writing: Reflective Essay

Assign students to write a reflective essay about Ruby Bridges' impact on the civil
rights movement. Encourage them to include vocabulary words learned during the
lesson and express their opinions on equality and inclusion. Afterward, facilitate a
peer review session for students to discuss each other's essays in pairs or small
groups.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with conducting independent research on other
key figures of the civil rights movement, such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks,
or Thurgood Marshall. They are to prepare a short presentation or write a brief
report discussing the contributions and impact of their chosen figure. This
assignment reinforces the lesson content by encouraging further exploration of civil
rights history and facilitates the development of presentation and research skills.



Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have delved into the inspiring story of Ruby
Bridges and the civil rights movement, learning about important concepts such as
segregation, integration, activism, and discrimination. They engaged in various
activities that enhanced their language skills through vocabulary building, listening
comprehension, roleplay, and reflective writing.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how the historical context of
civil rights expands their understanding of social issues and allows them to express
themselves more articulately. The vocabulary usage will help them communicate
effectively on topics related to equality and justice. Understanding Ruby Bridges'
story can also inspire empathy and a sense of social responsibility in their language
development journey.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Promoting Cultural Awareness

The Ruby Bridges Lesson Plans topic is excellent for ESL learning as it promotes
cultural awareness and understanding. By exploring the history of the civil rights
movement and Ruby Bridges' story, students gain insight into significant events



and figures that have shaped society. This exposure helps foster empathy, respect,
and appreciation for diversity.

Enhancing Language Skills

The lesson engages students in various language activities such as vocabulary
building, listening comprehension, roleplay, and reflective writing. These activities
provide opportunities to practice language skills in real-life contexts while
expanding their vocabulary related to social issues, equality, justice, and activism.
Students can enhance their speaking, listening, reading, and writing abilities
through meaningful discussions and engaging exercises.

Promoting Critical Thinking

Studying the Ruby Bridges Lesson Plans encourages critical thinking skills as
students analyze historical events from different perspectives. They can reflect on
the significance of civil rights movements not only within a historical context but
also in contemporary society. This topic prompts students to express their opinions
on important social issues while developing their ability to articulate arguments
effectively.

Overall, the Ruby Bridges Lesson Plans topic offers an engaging way for ESL
learners to develop language proficiency while cultivating cultural awareness and
critical thinking skills essential for active global citizens.



