
Introduction

The Selfies ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in a relevant and

contemporary topic while improving their English language skills. In today's digital

age, selfies have become a pervasive aspect of popular culture, making it an ideal

subject for language learning. This lesson plan not only aims to expand students'

vocabulary and improve their speaking and writing abilities but also encourages

critical thinking about the influence of social media on self-perception and

communication. By exploring the theme of selfies, students can develop their

language proficiency in a context that resonates with their daily lives, making the

learning experience more meaningful and enjoyable.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Selfie
A self-portrait photograph, usually taken with a smartphone or webcam and

shared on social media platforms.

Filter
An image effect used to enhance or alter the appearance of a photo before

sharing it on social media.

Caption

- A description or comment accompanying a photo, often used to provide

context, convey emotions, or add humor.

- To provide a title, explanation, or commentary for an image.

#Hashtag

- A # symbol followed by a word or phrase used to categorize content and make

it discoverable.

- The action of tagging one's content with hashtags to increase visibility.

Viral
Refers to the widespread circulation and rapid popularity of digital content across

social media platforms



Contextual Usage

1. **Selfie**: Mary took a selfie at the beach and posted it on Instagram.

2. **Filter**: He applied a black-and-white filter to give the photo an artistic touch.

3. **Caption**: Her caption under the selfie was witty and entertaining.

4. **#Hashtag**: They used trending hashtags to increase their post's reach.

5. **Viral**: The meme went viral within hours of being posted online.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on selfies, start with a fun and interactive activity called

"Caption This". Display a series of selfie photos on the board or screen, ensuring

they depict different emotions, actions, and settings. In pairs or small groups,

students will create captions for each photo using descriptive language and

relevant vocabulary from the lesson. Encourage them to be creative and humorous.

This activity not only gets students engaged but also sets the stage for discussing

the significance of captions in self-representation on social media platforms.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: "Selfie Stories"

In this activity, students will work in pairs to create short stories using a set of selfie

photos given to them. Each pair will receive different images and must construct a

narrative around the selfies, incorporating the vocabulary related to selfies. This

exercise promotes creativity and enhances the use of descriptive language.

Listening Exercise: "Caption Challenge"



Students will listen to a series of short audio clips, each describing a particular

selfie. Their task is to match the captions provided with the corresponding selfie

image displayed on the board. This activity hones listening skills while reinforcing

vocabulary related to selfies.

Roleplay: "Social Media Influencer Interview"

In this roleplay activity, students will take on the roles of social media influencers

and interviewers. They will engage in dialogue using phrases commonly associated

with sharing selfies and building an online presence. This interactive exercise

encourages spontaneous conversation and requires students to apply their

understanding of appropriate language in social contexts.

Reading and Writing Task: "The Power of

Hashtags"

Students will read an article discussing the impact of hashtags on selfie culture and

social media engagement. Following this, they are tasked with writing their own

persuasive piece either advocating for or against the use of hashtags in self-

representation online. This activity not only improves reading comprehension but

also enhances critical thinking and written expression skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are required to conduct a selfie-inspired project. They can

choose to create a photo collage with captions that express different emotions or

write a reflective journal entry discussing their personal views on selfie culture and

its impact on society. This task encourages students to apply the vocabulary and

concepts learned in class while fostering creativity and critical thinking outside of

the classroom environment.



Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout the Selfies ESL Lesson Plan, students explored the vocabulary

associated with selfies, engaged in discussions about selfie culture and social

media, honed their listening and speaking skills through interactive activities, and

evaluated the impact of selfies on self-expression.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can consider how effectively using

descriptive language in selfie captions can enhance their overall writing skills.

Additionally, they can apply their understanding of social media discourse to real-

life scenarios and digital communication. This lesson encourages students to

critically analyze visual content while strengthening their language development.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Relevance to Everyday Language Use

The Selfies ESL Lesson Plan offers a relevant and contemporary approach to

language learning, as it taps into the ubiquitous use of selfies and social media in

today's culture. By incorporating these familiar elements into the lesson, students

can enhance their language skills within the context of their daily lives, making the

learning experience more engaging and practical.



Cultural Insight

Exploring selfie culture provides valuable insight into societal trends and digital

communication conventions, allowing ESL learners to understand cultural nuances

embedded within language usage. This topic encourages students to navigate

modern forms of expression, thus broadening their cultural awareness while

advancing their English proficiency.


