Introduction

The Shapes ESL Lesson Plan is designed to help English language learners grasp
essential vocabulary related to shapes and reinforce their understanding through
engaging activities. Incorporating the topic of shapes into an ESL lesson plan is
important as it provides a foundation for communication and comprehension. By
familiarizing students with shape-related terms, they can effectively express
themselves when describing objects or locations, thus enhancing their overall
language skills. Moreover, understanding shape-related vocabulary enables
students to follow instructions accurately and participate in activities that involve
spatial relationships, which are valuable in both academic and real-world scenarios.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
circle a round shape
square a shape with four equal sides and four right angles
triangle a three-sided polygon
rectangle a four-sided polygon with opposite sides being equal and parallel
oval a rounded or elliptical elongated shape, like an egg or an ellipse

Contextual Usage



1. The pizza is in the shape of a **circle**.

2. The post-it note is a perfect **square**.

3. The roof of the house forms a **triangle**.
4. The window resembles a **rectangle**.

5. She drew an **oval** on the paper.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, engage students in a fun "Shape Scavenger Hunt" where they
search for objects in the classroom or school that represent different shapes.
Provide them with a list of shapes to find such as circles, squares, triangles,
rectangles, and ovals. Encourage them to use descriptive words related to shapes
as they identify each object. This activity will not only create excitement but also
set the tone for learning about shape vocabulary and its application in real-life
scenarios.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Shape Flashcards

Give each student a flashcard with a shape drawn on it. In pairs, students take turns
describing the shape to their partner using adjectives such as "round," "straight
sides," or "pointy corners" without revealing the actual shape. Their partner then
guesses which shape it is.

Listening Activity: Shape Guessing Game

Play a game where students listen to descriptions of shapes and try to identify the



correct shape. For example, describe a shape by saying "It has three straight sides
and three angles." Students then guess that it's a triangle.

Roleplay Activity: Design Your Room

In pairs, students roleplay as interior designers and describe how they would
decorate their rooms using different shapes for furniture or decor. They can discuss
why they choose specific shapes for certain items.

Reading and Writing Activity: Shape Story

Provide students with an image or story about shapes. Ask them to write a short
paragraph describing the scene using vocabulary related to shapes. Afterward,
have them share their paragraphs in small groups for discussion and comparison.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with finding and documenting at least five
objects at home or in their surroundings that represent different shapes (e.g., a
circular plate, a rectangular book, etc.). They should then write descriptive
sentences for each object using the shape-related vocabulary learned in class.
Additionally, they can draw and label the shapes of these objects. This assignment
reinforces the lesson content by encouraging practical application of shape
vocabulary outside of the classroom.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this Shapes ESL Lesson Plan has equipped students with foundational
shape-related vocabulary and the ability to describe and identify various shapes.
Reflecting on what they've learned, students can apply this knowledge in real-life
situations such as giving directions, describing objects or places, and understanding



spatial relationships. By incorporating these language skills into their daily lives,
students can strengthen their overall language development and communication
abilities.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

Enhancing Communication Skills

Learning about shapes in an ESL setting not only expands vocabulary but also
enhances students' ability to communicate spatial concepts, which are essential for
describing locations, giving directions, and understanding maps.

Practical Application in Daily Life

Understanding shape-related vocabulary has practical applications in daily activities
such as shopping (describing products), cooking (following recipes), and interacting
with the environment (noticing different shapes in surroundings).

Cross-curricular Integration

The topic of shapes can be integrated across various subjects such as math, art,
and science, allowing for interdisciplinary learning and reinforcing the
understanding of shape-related concepts.



