
Introduction

The Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon Lesson Plan is designed to help ESL students

develop language skills and explore important themes such as self-confidence,

acceptance, and individuality. This lesson plan uses the heartwarming story of Molly

Lou Melon, a young girl who faces challenges due to her unusual appearance but

learns to embrace her uniqueness with confidence. By engaging with this lesson,

students not only improve their language abilities but also learn valuable lessons

about resilience and self-acceptance. The story provides a compelling platform for

discussion and language development while also promoting important values.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Resilience The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.

Self-confidence A feeling of trust in one's abilities, qualities, and judgment.

Acceptance The action of consenting to receive or undertake something offered.

'Unique' 'Being the only one of its kind; unlike anything else.'

Individuality The particular character, qualities, state, or period of being individual;

Contextual Usage

1. Resilience: Molly Lou Melon showed remarkable resilience when she faced



challenging situations at school.

2. Self-confidence: Despite her unconventional appearance, Molly Lou Melon

exuded self-confidence in everything she did.

3. Acceptance: The story emphasizes the importance of acceptance and

embracing differences within a community.

4. 'Unique': Molly Lou Melon is portrayed as unique because she shines with

individuality and confidence that distinguishes her from others.

5. Individuality: The book underscores the value of individuality by celebrating

each person's unique traits and attributes.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, begin with an engaging activity that involves asking students

to share something unique or special about themselves. This activity will tie in

perfectly with the theme of 'Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon'. Encourage each student to

express their individuality and talents, fostering a sense of self-acceptance and

confidence. For instance, students can share a personal talent, hobby, or an

achievement they are proud of. This warm-up will set the tone for celebrating

differences and building self-esteem among the students.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity - Word Collage

Begin by introducing the key vocabulary terms from the story. Divide the class into

groups and assign each group a vocabulary term. Provide them with materials to

create a word collage that represents the meaning and significance of their

assigned term. Encourage students to use images, symbols, and their own

definitions to illustrate the words.

Roleplay - Building Confidence



In this activity, students will participate in roleplay scenarios where they

demonstrate ways to exhibit self-confidence in challenging situations. Pair up

students and provide them with different scenarios resembling those encountered

by Molly Lou Melon in the story. Each pair will have an opportunity to act out how

Molly's confidence can inspire others.

Reading Comprehension & Discussion

Divide the class into smaller groups and allocate sections of the book for each

group to read together. Each group will then prepare discussion questions based on

their sections. After reading, conduct a comprehensive discussion session where

each group presents their questions and leads a discussion about their assigned

part of the story.

Writing Activity - Letter of Encouragement

After discussing key themes such as resilience and acceptance from Stand Tall Molly

Lou Melon, have students write a letter of encouragement similar to what Molly’s

grandmother wrote for her in the story. Students can address it to someone who

may be facing challenges or needing a boost of confidence, showcasing what

they've learned from Molly's experiences.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short story or creating a visual

collage that reflects the theme of self-acceptance and confidence. They can base

their work on personal experiences, fictional characters, or real-life examples,

drawing inspiration from the lessons learned from Molly Lou Melon's story. This

assignment aims to reinforce the values discussed in class and encourages

students to apply these principles in their own lives.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon Lesson Plan has highlighted essential

themes of resilience, self-confidence, acceptance, uniqueness, and individuality.

Through engaging activities and discussions, students have explored these

concepts in the context of Molly Lou Melon's inspiring story. By examining her

experiences and reflecting on their own lives, students have gained valuable

insights into the importance of embracing their personal strengths and differences.

As learners reflect on what they have learned from this lesson plan, they can apply

these principles to their language development. Building resilience in language

learning involves persevering through challenges and setbacks while maintaining a

positive mindset. Cultivating self-confidence allows students to express themselves

authentically without fear of making mistakes. Embracing acceptance means

valuing diversity and appreciating different perspectives.

By incorporating these elements into their language development journey, students

can become more confident English speakers who embrace their unique abilities

while fostering a supportive atmosphere for others to do the same.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due

to its rich language content and valuable life lessons. The story provides a relatable

context that engages English learners in meaningful ways, helping them develop

crucial language skills while exploring important themes of self-confidence,

acceptance, and resilience.

By studying this lesson plan, ESL students have the opportunity to expand their

vocabulary as they encounter key terms related to confidence, uniqueness, and

individuality. Through discussions and activities centered around the story's

characters and events, learners can strengthen their listening skills while improving

comprehension.

Additionally, the lesson plan encourages students to practice speaking by engaging

in roleplay activities that promote self-expression and modeling confident behavior.

Writing tasks prompt learners to reflect on personal experiences or create stories



that highlight the significance of accepting oneself and embracing differences.

Moreover, the Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon Lesson Plan enables ESL learners to

develop their critical thinking skills as they analyze characters' motivations and

actions throughout the story. They are prompted to reflect on what they've learned

from Molly Lou Melon's journey of self-acceptance.

Overall, this topic offers a comprehensive approach to language learning by

integrating vocabulary building exercises with opportunities for listening

comprehension, speaking practice through roleplay activities, critical thinking

development through analysis of character motivations & actions in a relatable

context.


