
Introduction

The Symbolism Lesson Plan is an essential topic in ESL learning as it helps students

understand the use of symbols in language and literature. This lesson plan aims to

introduce students to the concept of symbolism, how it is used in everyday life, and

its significance in literature and art. Understanding symbolism enhances language

comprehension and encourages critical thinking skills. By delving into this topic,

students can analyze texts more deeply, leading to improved language proficiency

overall.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Symbolism The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities

Metaphor
A figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or

action to which it is not literally applicable

Allegory
A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden

meaning

Motif
(in literature) A recurring idea, structure, contrast, etc., that develops or

informs the major themes of a work

Foreshadowing (in literature) A warning or indication of (a future event)

Contextual Usage



1. The symbolism in the novel was evident through the recurring image of the

butterfly representing freedom.

2. In his speech, he used the metaphor of “the stormy sea” to describe his

tumultuous emotions.

3. The novel was filled with allegories representing various societal struggles and

political ideologies.

4. The motif of nature and its connection to human emotions ran throughout the

poetry collection.

5. The author's use of foreshadowing created an air of suspense throughout the

entire story.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To begin the lesson on symbolism, prepare a collection of images that incorporate

various symbols, such as national flags, famous logos, and cultural icons. Present

these images to the students and ask them to identify any symbols they recognize.

Encourage an open discussion about what these symbols represent and why they

hold certain meanings. This activity not only sets the stage for understanding

symbolism but also engages students actively in analyzing visual representation of

concepts.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Symbolism

Scavenger Hunt

Start the activity by providing students with a list of symbols commonly found in

literature, art, and everyday life. Ask them to search for these symbols within their

environment (both inside and outside of the classroom) and take pictures or make

sketches of them. Afterward, reconvene as a group to discuss their findings,

explaining the significance of each symbol and its cultural or literary connotations.



Listening Exercise: Analyzing Symbolic Songs

Select a few songs with strong symbolic lyrics or music videos. Have students listen

to the songs or watch the videos, then ask them to identify and interpret any

symbolism present. Encourage them to explain how symbolism enhances their

understanding of the song's message.

Roleplay Activity: Symbolism in Action

Divide students into groups and provide each group with a short story containing

various symbols. Instruct them to act out scenes from the story while emphasizing

the use of these symbols through gestures, expressions, and props. After each

performance, engage in discussions about how effectively symbolism was conveyed

in each roleplay.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Creating

Symbolic Stories

Ask students to write short stories incorporating symbolic elements that represent

specific themes or emotions. Encourage peer review sessions where they can

discuss whether their chosen symbols effectively convey the intended messages

within their narratives.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask students to identify symbols present in various forms of pop

culture, such as movies, TV shows, or advertisements. Request that they compile

their findings into a short presentation or written report detailing the symbols they

discovered and their meanings within the context of popular media.

Encourage them to include visual aids, such as screenshots or video clips, to

illustrate the symbols they have identified. This assignment aims to reinforce their



understanding of symbolism beyond the classroom environment and its prevalence

in contemporary culture.

Conclusion

Summary

In summary, the Symbolism Lesson Plan introduced the concept of symbolism,

including key terms such as symbolism, metaphor, allegory, motif, and

foreshadowing. The lesson engaged students in various activities including a

symbolism scavenger hunt, analyzing symbolic songs through listening exercises,

roleplaying with symbols in action and creating symbolic stories through reading

and writing exercises.

Reflection

Now that you have explored symbolism in-depth, take a moment to reflect on how

understanding symbolism can enhance your language development. Consider how

recognizing symbols can provide deeper insights into literature and everyday

communication. Reflect on how this knowledge can enrich your language skills by

allowing you to express complex ideas more effectively within a cultural context.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Symbolism is a great topic for ESL learning because it not only enhances language

comprehension but also promotes critical thinking skills. By exploring symbolism,

students develop the ability to analyze texts at a deeper level, enabling them to

interpret messages and themes more effectively. This topic allows students to

engage with different forms of communication, such as literature, art, and pop



culture, broadening their cultural knowledge and understanding. Additionally,

symbolism encourages creativity in language use by providing alternative ways to

express ideas and emotions. Overall, studying symbolism in an ESL classroom

enhances language development by fostering analytical thinking, cultural

awareness, and creative expression.


