
Introduction

Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald is an excellent choice for an ESL lesson

plan as it offers rich language and themes to explore. This classic novel provides

ample opportunities for vocabulary building, comprehension exercises, and

discussions on complex human emotions. The story's engaging plot and memorable

characters allow students to practice language skills while delving into profound

topics such as love, ambition, and societal expectations. By using Tender is the

Night as the focal point of the ESL lesson plan, students can improve their language

proficiency while gaining insights into universal human experiences—a truly

enriching learning experience.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Eloquent Expressing oneself with fluency and sophistication

Resplendent Shining brilliantly or splendidly

Melancholy
(n.) A feeling of pensive sadness, typically with no obvious cause. (adj.)

Having a feeling of melancholy; sorrowful.

Rendezvous A meeting at an agreed time and place, typically between two people.

Jovial Cheerful and friendly.

Contextual Usage



1. The protagonist's **eloquent** speech captivated the audience, leaving them in

awe of his articulate expression.

2. The novel vividly described the **resplendent** sunset over the horizon,

painting the sky in a magnificent glow.

3. The character’s **melancholy** demeanor hinted at a deep-seated sorrow

stemming from past experiences.

4. She arranged to have a **rendezvous** with her friend at the local café for a

catch-up.

5. Despite facing challenges, he always maintained his **jovial** nature, spreading

cheer wherever he went.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on Tender is the Night, start with a creative writing activity.

Ask the students to write a short paragraph describing an elegant social gathering,

incorporating vocabulary such as "resplendent," "rendezvous," and "jovial." This will

not only set the mood for exploring themes in F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel but also

help students familiarize themselves with relevant vocabulary and practice using it

in context.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association Game

Divide the class into small groups and provide them with a list of vocabulary words

from the novel, such as "eloquent," "resplendent," and "melancholy." Each group

must brainstorm and discuss associated words or concepts for each term.

Encourage them to create mind maps or word webs to visually represent their

associations. Afterward, facilitate a class discussion where each group presents

their associations and explains the reasoning behind them.



Listening Exercise: Audio Book Discussion

Play an excerpt from the audiobook version of Tender is the Night. After listening,

have students pair up to discuss their impressions of the passage, including

character emotions, narrative style, and any unfamiliar vocabulary encountered.

Following this, open up a class-wide discussion in which pairs share their

interpretations.

Roleplay: Character Encounters

Assign each student a character from Tender is the Night and ask them to prepare

an improvised conversation based on events in the book. In pairs or small groups,

they will act out hypothetical interactions between characters while staying true to

personality traits portrayed in the novel. This activity aims to enhance

understanding of character dynamics while promoting creativity and linguistic

expression.

Reading and Writing Activity: Diary Entry

Task students with writing a diary entry from the perspective of one of the

characters after a significant event in the story. Encourage them to explore

emotions, thoughts, and reactions authentically through language use resembling

that character's speech patterns or rhetorical styles observed in Tender is the Night.

After completing their entries, facilitate a peer review session where students

exchange feedback on authenticity and language usage.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will be tasked with writing a reflective essay on a theme or

character of their choice from Tender is the Night. Additionally, they should

incorporate at least five new vocabulary words from the lesson into their essay. This

assignment not only reinforces comprehension of the novel but also encourages



students to expand their language skills and express critical thinking through

writing.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Tender is the Night ESL Lesson Plan has offered students a deep

dive into F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel. Through vocabulary building activities,

students have explored terms such as "eloquent," "resplendent," and "melancholy"

in context to enhance their language proficiency. Engaging warm-up activities and

main lesson activities like roleplays and writing exercises have allowed students to

engage with the themes of the novel while developing their listening, speaking,

reading, and writing skills.

As we wrap up this lesson plan, take a moment to reflect on what you have learned.

Consider how analyzing characters' emotions and interactions can help you better

understand human emotions in real life. Reflect on how this exploration of language

in literature can be applied to your own language development journey outside of

class. By incorporating carefully chosen vocabulary terms and immersing yourself

in meaningful discussions related to literature, you are actively expanding your

linguistic abilities.

By utilizing Tender is the Night as a teaching tool for ESL learners, we hope that

students gain not only language skills but also cultural insights through exploring

timeless themes in literature. This engaging lesson plan provides a solid foundation

for English language learners while sparking their curiosity and passion for learning.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Exploring Tender is the Night as an ESL learning topic offers numerous benefits to

language learners. Here are a few reasons why this novel makes for an excellent

choice:

1. Rich Language and Vocabulary: F. Scott Fitzgerald's writing style in Tender is the

Night showcases a range of vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and complex

sentence structures. By studying this novel, ESL students are exposed to rich

language that aids in expanding their vocabulary and improving their overall



language proficiency.

2. Cultural Insight: Literature provides a window into different cultures and time

periods. Tender is the Night offers an exploration of 1920s American society, with

its depiction of social norms, relationships, and societal expectations. Through this

exposure to cultural elements, students can gain a deeper understanding of history

and develop cultural awareness.

3. Universal Themes: The themes explored in Tender is the Night—love, ambition,

societal pressures—are universal human experiences that transcend time and

place. Engaging with these themes allows students to connect with the story on an

emotional level while exploring their own thoughts and opinions.

4. Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing literature requires critical thinking skills such as

inference-making, interpretation, and evaluation. Studying Tender is the Night

encourages students to think critically about character motivations, textual

evidence supporting ideas or themes within the novel, and how literary techniques

contribute to storytelling.

5. Language Development Beyond Classrooms: Delving into literature provides

opportunities for language development beyond classroom exercises or worksheets

by exposing students to authentic language use in context-rich settings.

By incorporating Tender is the Night into ESL lessons plans , educators can create

dynamic learning experiences that foster language development while promoting

cultural understanding and critical thinking skills—making it an ideal topic for ESL

learning.


