
Introduction

The Age of Innocence ESL Lesson Plan revolves around introducing students to

vocabulary and themes from the classic novel "The Age of Innocence" by Edith

Wharton. This lesson plan is designed to improve students' English language skills

through engaging activities and discussions centered around the novel's context,

characters, and plot. The purpose of this lesson plan is to enhance students'

reading, writing, listening, and speaking abilities while immersing them in a

thought-provoking literary masterpiece. By exploring this captivating story,

students not only expand their language proficiency but also gain insight into

historical and societal aspects that enrich their overall language learning

experience.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Victorian

Era

The period in British history during the reign of Queen Victoria, from 1837 to

1901, known for its strict social norms and customs.

Society
A community of people living together and sharing customs, laws, and

organizations.

Etiquette
Conventional requirements as to social behavior; proprieties of conduct as

established in any class or community.

Forbidden

Love

"Forbidden love" refers to a romantic relationship that is not accepted by

society or certain individuals due to various reasons such as moral standards,

professional codes, religious beliefs, etc.

Social Class A division of a society based on social and economic status



Contextual Usage

- When discussing the Victorian Era: The novel is set in the Victorian Era when

societal expectations were rigid.

- Using the term Society: In the book, New York high society plays a crucial role in

shaping the characters' actions.

- Etiquette example: The characters adhere to strict etiquette at formal events

throughout the novel.

- Forbidden Love usage: The story revolves around themes of forbidden love

between characters who struggle against societal conventions.

- Social Class context: The book delves into class distinctions among New York's

elite during this era.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To begin this engaging lesson, start by showing students a series of images

depicting various aspects of life, fashion, and architecture from the Victorian Era.

Encourage them to discuss in pairs or small groups what they think each image

represents and its significance. This activity will not only pique their interest in the

historical context of "The Age of Innocence" but also introduce them to key

elements of the era's language and customs. As students engage in this visual

exercise, they will naturally begin to use descriptive English language skills while

setting the stage for the lesson ahead.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Association

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of words

related to the novel. Ask them to brainstorm and write down words or phrases that



they associate with each term. Encourage discussions within the groups about the

significance of these words in relation to the story.

Listening Exercise: Character Dialogue

Play selected audio clips or read out dialogues from pivotal scenes in the novel. In

pairs, have students role-play these exchanges, paying attention to tone, emotions,

and context. Afterward, facilitate a group discussion on how language is used

differently in various social settings.

Roleplay Activity: Etiquette Workshop

Assign students different social scenarios from the book and ask them to create

short role-plays demonstrating appropriate Victorian Era etiquette for each setting.

This will allow them to embody language elements while developing an

understanding of societal expectations during that time.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as characters from "The Age of Innocence" and

write letters to one another expressing their thoughts and feelings about societal

norms or forbidden love in Victorian society. This creative writing exercise fosters

language skills while connecting students empathetically with characters’

experiences.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are encouraged to conduct independent research on the

societal norms, fashion, and etiquette of the Victorian Era. They should prepare a

brief presentation or a written report highlighting the similarities and differences

between social customs of that time and those of present-day society. This



assignment will reinforce the historical context of "The Age of Innocence" while

honing their language skills in both written and oral forms.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have delved into the vocabulary, customs, and

societal constructs of the Victorian Era as portrayed in "The Age of Innocence."

They engaged in various activities that deepened their understanding of the

language and contextual elements prevalent in the novel.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can apply their improved language skills to

comprehend literature from diverse eras effectively. Analyzing historical language

usage, societal norms, and interpersonal dynamics will aid them in developing a

holistic approach to language development. By recognizing different

communication styles and social contexts, students enrich their linguistic

competence for real-world conversations and written expression.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Age of Innocence ESL Lesson Plan is an excellent topic for ESL learning due to

its multi-faceted approach in enhancing language skills. This lesson plan not only

enriches vocabulary but also provides insights into historical and cultural contexts,

fostering a deeper understanding of language usage and societal norms. By

exploring the language and themes of this classic novel, students can develop



critical thinking skills while honing their English language proficiency in various

contexts, making it a compelling choice for ESL learners.


