
Introduction

The Fault In Our Stars ESL Lesson Plan is designed to engage students in immersive

English language learning through the exploration of themes, characters, and

language used in the popular novel by John Green. This lesson plan is important as

it not only helps students expand their vocabulary and comprehension skills but

also encourages critical thinking and empathy. Through this topic, students can

explore emotions, relationships, and empathy while improving their English

language proficiency. The Fault In Our Stars provides a rich backdrop for language

learning with its relatable characters and thought-provoking themes, making it an

ideal subject for ESL lessons.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

cancer
a disease caused by an uncontrolled division of abnormal cells in a part of

the body

terminal

illness
an incurable condition that will ultimately lead to the patient's death

eulogy
(noun) a speech or piece of writing that praises someone or something

highly, typically someone who has just died

metaphor
(noun) a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or

action to which it is not literally applicable.

incurable (adjective) unable to be cured or treated; permanent.

Contextual Usage



- The protagonist, Hazel, battles cancer throughout The Fault In Our Stars novel.

- The story explores the emotional challenges faced by those with terminal

illnesses.

- Augustus delivers a moving eulogy for his friend Isaac at the support group

meeting.

- John Green uses metaphorical language to describe emotions and experiences in

the novel.

- The characters come to terms with the idea of living with an incurable illness.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for The Fault In Our Stars ESL lesson, begin with a "Character

Emotion Charades" activity. Write down different emotions on small pieces of paper,

and have students take turns acting them out while the rest of the class guesses

the emotion. This activity not only helps students grasp vocabulary related to

emotions but also encourages them to express themselves using language

elements relevant to The Fault In Our Stars, laying the foundation for empathetic

engagement with the novel's themes.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Emotion Word Scramble

Divide the class into small groups and provide them with a list of emotion-related

words from the novel. Instruct each group to unscramble the words and write down

their meanings. Encourage them to discuss the emotions associated with each

word, fostering group discussions and enhancing vocabulary comprehension.

Listening Task: Character Voice Recordings



Assign students different characters from The Fault In Our Stars and ask them to

create voice recordings imitating their assigned character. After completing this

task, have a class discussion where students share their insights about the

characters they portrayed, promoting listening skills and critical thinking.

Roleplay Activity: Support Group Meeting

Simulation

Organize a roleplay activity where students act out a support group meeting similar

to those depicted in the novel. Assign roles of different characters, allowing

students to engage in meaningful conversations while practicing language

elements relevant to empathy, compassion, and emotional expression.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Letter Writing

Ask students to imagine themselves as one of the characters facing a challenging

situation similar to that in the novel. Have them write letters expressing their

emotions, thoughts, or advice using vocabulary learned during the lesson. This

exercise encourages empathetic understanding through writing while strengthening

reading comprehension skills.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a reflective journal entry about a

personal experience related to empathy and understanding others' emotions. They

should incorporate vocabulary and language elements learned from The Fault In

Our Stars lesson. This assignment reinforces the lesson's content by encouraging

students to apply their learning in real-life contexts, fostering deeper

comprehension and empathy development.

Conclusion



Summary

The Fault In Our Stars ESL Lesson Plan offers a comprehensive exploration of

vocabulary, listening, roleplay, and reading and writing activities centered around

the themes of emotions, empathy, and understanding. The activities provided

opportunities for students to engage with the novel's content while enhancing their

language skills.

Reflection

As students conclude this lesson plan, it is valuable for them to reflect on the

insights gained from exploring empathy in literature. Encouraging students to

consider how these lessons can be applied in their language development fosters a

deeper connection between the content covered and their personal growth as

English language learners.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Relevance to Everyday Life

The Fault In Our Stars ESL Lesson Plan offers relevant and relatable content that

connects language learning with real-life experiences. The topics of empathy,

relationships, and emotions are universal themes that resonate with students,

providing a meaningful context for language acquisition.

Critical Thinking and Empathy Development



Exploring the novel encourages critical thinking as students engage with complex

emotional themes. It also fosters empathy development as they connect with the

characters' experiences, fostering a deeper understanding of human emotions and

behaviors.

Cultural Insight

Through the story's exploration of illness, love, and loss, students gain valuable

insights into different cultures' perceptions of these universal concepts. This

promotes cultural awareness and sensitivity in ESL learners.


