
Introduction

"The Girl Who Played With Fire" ESL lesson plan is designed to engage students in

an exciting exploration of language and culture through the popular novel "The Girl

Who Played With Fire" by Stieg Larsson. This lesson aims to enhance students'

vocabulary, reading comprehension, and critical thinking skills while immersing

them in a captivating storyline. By delving into the characters, plot, and themes of

this thrilling mystery novel, students can expand their English language proficiency

in a meaningful and enjoyable way. The lesson introduces students to engaging

content that not only improves their language skills but also fosters a love for

literature and storytelling.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Mystery

Novel

A genre of fiction that revolves around the investigation and solving of a

crime, often in a suspenseful and thrilling manner.

Intrigue To arouse curiosity or interest by compelling qualities; captivate.

Conspiracy A secret plan to commit an unlawful or harmful act, often in a group setting.

Investigation
The process of examining and researching in order to discover information,

facts, or evidence.

Suspense A feeling of anxious uncertainty about the outcome of events; tension.

Contextual Usage



- The mystery novel “The Girl Who Played With Fire” is filled with intrigue and

suspense from start to finish.

- The protagonist sets out on an investigation to unravel the conspiracy

surrounding the central mystery.

- Readers will find themselves engrossed in the captivating storyline as they

navigate through the various elements of suspense woven into the plot.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To capture students' attention and set the tone for the lesson, start with an

engaging warm-up activity related to "The Girl Who Played With Fire." Create a

short mystery riddle or a series of clues related to elements from the novel.

Students can work individually or in pairs to solve the riddle, using vocabulary and

language elements relevant to the storyline. This activity not only piques students'

curiosity but also introduces them to key themes and terms that will be explored

further during the lesson, creating an immersive and interactive learning

experience.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: The Mystery Word Wall

Create a word wall with key terms from the novel such as "mystery novel,"

"intrigue," "conspiracy," "investigation," and "suspense." Divide students into small

groups and provide each group with one term. Ask them to write a definition, use it

in a sentence related to the storyline, and present it to the class.

Listening Exercise: Character Dialogue Roleplay



Select a pivotal scene from the novel and create a dialogue worksheet based on

that scene. Divide students into pairs and assign roles of different characters. Have

them read, understand, and act out their character's dialogue while focusing on

tone, emotions, and context.

Reading & Writing Activity: Plot Analysis

Assign each student a section of the novel to read independently. Then, as a group

activity, have them share their section summaries with one another. Encourage

discussions about character developments, plot twists, suspenseful elements, or

intriguing revelations.

Roleplay: Solving the Mystery

Divide students into groups and provide each group with clues related to different

parts of the story. Students must collaborate within their groups to solve the

mystery using critical thinking skills while incorporating vocabulary from the lesson

plan. This hands-on exercise encourages teamwork and practical application of

language skills in context.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short mystery story incorporating

at least five new vocabulary words from the lesson. Encourage them to create an

engaging plot with elements of suspense and intrigue, while effectively utilizing the

terms learned in class. This assignment reinforces comprehension and allows

students to showcase their understanding of storytelling and language usage.

Conclusion



Summary of Lesson

Throughout this lesson, students have delved into the captivating world of "The Girl

Who Played With Fire" by exploring key vocabulary, engaging in various activities,

and unraveling the mystery embedded within the storyline. They have honed their

language skills while immersing themselves in a thrilling narrative.

Reflection and Application

Reflect on how understanding the nuances of language through literature enhances

your ability to communicate effectively. Consider how analyzing characters, plots,

and themes improves critical thinking and language development. How can the

experience gained from this lesson be applied to future language learning

endeavors?

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

"The Girl Who Played With Fire" provides a great topic for ESL learning due to its

captivating storyline, rich vocabulary, and complex characters. The theme of

mystery allows students to engage with compelling content while developing their

language skills. Additionally, the novel offers opportunities for discussions and

analytical thinking, fostering a deeper understanding of the language and cultural

elements embedded within the narrative. Furthermore, exploring this genre enables

students to enhance their critical thinking abilities as they unravel the intricacies of

the plot in English.


