
Introduction

The Golden Compass, or Northern Lights, is the first novel in Philip Pullman's His

Dark Materials trilogy. This ESL lesson plan aims to introduce students to the

fantastical world of The Golden Compass while enhancing their English language

skills. By exploring vocabulary, engaging in roleplay activities, and delving into the

themes of the story, students will not only develop their language abilities but also

expand their critical thinking and creativity. This topic provides an opportunity for

students to immerse themselves in an adventurous narrative while improving their

English proficiency.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Dæmon
In the novel, a dæmon is the physical manifestation of a person's inner self

and soul in animal form.

Alethiometer
The alethiometer, also known as the symbol-reader or truth-measurer, is a

device used for divination or truth-seeking.

Panserbjørn
Panserbjørn refers to the armored bears in The Golden Compass who have

their own society and culture.

Gobblers
'Gobblers' is a nickname given to the General Oblation Board, an organization

responsible for kidnapping children.

Oxford
Oxford is where much of The Golden Compass is set. It is important to

understand this term due to its significance in the story's setting.

Contextual Usage



1. In The Golden Compass, Lyra's dæmon, Pantalaimon, often provides her with

guidance and companionship.

2. One of the pivotal artifacts in The Golden Compass is the alethiometer – an

intricate truth-seeking instrument crucial to uncovering mysteries.

3. Students can discuss the role of Iorek Byrnison and other panserbjørns within

their cultural context as portrayed in The Golden Compass.

4. Understanding who or what the Gobblers are will aid students’ comprehension

of key plot points throughout the story.

5. Upon reading about Oxford’s many colleges and mysterious scholars in The

Golden Compass, students can develop visualizations based on this concept within

historical contexts.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson on The Golden Compass, students can engage in a "Dæmon

Discovery" activity. In this activity, each student will be given an animal picture or

toy when they enter the classroom. They will be prompted to imagine and describe

what their dæmon would be like if they lived in the same universe as the characters

in The Golden Compass. This exercise will not only encourage students to use

descriptive language but also immerse them in the fantastical world of Philip

Pullman's novel. Moreover, it sets the tone for exploring the concept of dæmons

within the narrative, creating an exciting and interactive start to the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Building Activity: Character Traits

To begin, students will be divided into small groups and assigned a character from

the novel. Each group will create a list of personality traits associated with their

character while referencing specific instances in the story to support their choices.



This encourages critical thinking and fosters group discussions about character

analysis.

Listening Comprehension: Secret Symbols

In this activity, students will listen to an audio excerpt featuring the description of

an alethiometer's symbolism. Following this, they will work in pairs to sketch out

what they envision based on the description while discussing its possible meanings.

This exercise enhances listening skills while sparking creativity through

visualization.

Roleplay and Discussion: Oxford Symposium

Students will participate in a roleplay where they embody characters attending an

academic symposium at Oxford – a key setting in The Golden Compass. They must

discuss topics related to dæmons or alethiometers, combining critical thinking with

language usage in a simulated scholarly environment.

Reading and Writing Exercise: Dæmon

Descriptions

To conclude, students will craft descriptive passages detailing their chosen

dæmons' appearances, personalities, and roles based on their warm-up activity

experiences. This exercise fosters creative writing skills by leveraging vocabulary

learned from the novel for descriptive storytelling purposes.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students will be tasked with writing a short narrative from the

perspective of their dæmon as if they were part of the events in The Golden

Compass. This assignment reinforces vocabulary and encourages students to

engage creatively with the novel's themes. Additionally, students can prepare a



brief presentation discussing how their dæmon’s role could impact the storyline,

promoting critical thinking and public speaking skills.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan on The Golden Compass, students engaged in

activities that deepened their understanding of the novel while simultaneously

enhancing their language skills. They explored character traits, practiced listening

comprehension, and honed their descriptive writing abilities.

Reflection and Application

As students reflect on this lesson, they can recognize how analyzing characters'

traits fosters vocabulary enrichment and critical thinking. Additionally, the creative

writing task allows them to employ descriptive language in a meaningful context,

thereby strengthening their narrative composition skills. Understanding complex

themes in literature further aids in language development by expanding their ability

to express abstract concepts.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Engaging Content

The Golden Compass provides a captivating and imaginative narrative that

captivates ESL students, drawing them into the world of literature.



Language Development Opportunities

This topic presents rich opportunities for vocabulary expansion and language skill

development in areas such as descriptive writing, character analysis, and critical

thinking.


