
Introduction

The House on Mango Street Lesson Plans are an essential part of any ESL

classroom, as they offer a unique opportunity for students to explore themes of

identity, culture, and community. This topic provides rich material for language

learning through its engaging storytelling and relatable characters. The lesson plans

allow students to enhance their language skills while also gaining insights into

different cultural experiences. Through discussions and activities related to The

House on Mango Street, students can broaden their vocabulary, improve reading

comprehension, and develop their speaking and writing abilities. This lesson plan

serves as a valuable tool for ESL learners to connect with literature while honing

their language proficiency in an engaging and meaningful way.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Barrio
A Spanish word meaning neighborhood or district, often associated with a

specific cultural or ethnic community.

Nostalgia
A sentimental longing or wistful affection for the past, typically for a place

with happy personal associations.

Assimilation
The process of integrating into and becoming part of a different cultural

group.

Identity
A sense of self; the distinguishing character or personality of an individual,

often shaped by social and cultural factors.

Aspiration The hope or ambition to achieve something.



Contextual Usage

1. The protagonist in The House on Mango Street vividly describes her experiences

growing up in her barrio.

2. Esperanza's nostalgia for her roots is beautifully portrayed through the poignant

stories she shares about her childhood.

3. The concept of assimilation is evident as characters navigate their identities

while adapting to a new culture.

4. The exploration of identity is a central theme throughout the novel, as

Esperanza grapples with finding herself amidst societal expectations.

5. Through Esperanza's aspirations to break free from societal constraints,

students can explore themes of empowerment and determination within the text.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To begin the lesson, create an interactive warm-up activity that encourages

students to connect with the concept of "barrio" and explore their own sense of

community. Provide images or short descriptions of diverse neighborhoods from

around the world, and ask students to discuss in pairs or small groups how these

communities might be similar or different from their own. Encourage them to use

descriptive language to express why a particular barrio resonates with them,

setting the tone for exploring cultural identity and community themes present in

The House on Mango Street.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Exploring Cultural Terms

In this activity, provide students with a list of cultural terms and expressions from

The House on Mango Street. Assign each student or group a different term and

have them conduct research to present the historical, cultural, or social significance



of the term to the class. Encourage peer interaction through discussions on how

these terms shape the characters' experiences in the novel.

Listening Exercise: Character Monologues

Divide students into small groups and assign each group a character from The

House on Mango Street. Instruct them to create a monologue representing that

character's thoughts and experiences. After preparation time, have groups perform

their monologues for the class to enhance listening skills while exploring character

perspectives.

Roleplay Activity: Community Narratives

Encourage students to work in pairs or small groups to roleplay scenes set in

Esperanza's neighborhood. Each group can develop short dialogues based on

situations from the novel that showcase community interactions, personal

narratives, or cultural celebrations. This hands-on exercise allows students to

embody characters while exploring cultural contexts.

Reading and Writing Task: Imaginative Journal

Entries

After reading specific chapters of The House on Mango Street, prompt students to

write journal entries from Esperanza's perspective, reflecting her emotions and

observations. Encourage creativity while incorporating vocabulary words learned

during the lesson. Provide time for sharing within study pairs or small groups

followed by whole-class discussions for deeper comprehension.

ESL Homework Assignment



Homework Assignment: Reflecting on Cultural

Identity

For homework, ask students to write a reflective essay exploring their own cultural

identity and sense of community. Encourage them to draw connections between

their personal experiences and the themes discussed in The House on Mango

Street. They can also incorporate vocabulary words learned during the lesson to

demonstrate understanding. This assignment will reinforce the concepts explored in

class and encourage students to connect with their own cultural backgrounds.

Extension Activity: Researching Author Sandra

Cisneros

As an optional extension activity, assign students to conduct research on the author

of The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros. Ask them to explore Cisneros's

background, literary influences, and other notable works. This assignment will

further deepen their understanding of the author's perspective and enhance their

critical thinking skills.

Note: It is important to provide clear instructions for each homework assignment,

including deadlines and any specific requirements or resources that may be needed

for completion.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The House on Mango Street Lesson Plans provide a valuable

opportunity for ESL students to engage with rich literary content while enhancing

their language skills. Throughout the lesson, we explored key themes such as

cultural identity, community, and aspirations through various activities and

discussions. By delving into the vocabulary specific to the novel and participating in

interactive exercises like roleplaying and listening exercises, students were able to

deepen their understanding of language in context.

As students reflect on what they have learned during this lesson, they can apply

their newfound knowledge of cultural terms, character perspectives, and



storytelling techniques to further develop their language skills. The House on

Mango Street serves as a powerful tool for fostering creativity and critical thinking

while encouraging students to relate literature to their own experiences.

Through engaging with this lesson plan, ESL learners are not only improving their

ability to communicate effectively but also gaining insights into different cultures

and perspectives. This deeper understanding of diversity in both literature and

language contributes greatly to their overall language development.

By incorporating The House on Mango Street Lesson Plans into an ESL curriculum,

teachers can empower students by providing them with meaningful opportunities

for growth in vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, listening skills

development, creative expression through writing activities.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

Enhanced Language Skills Development

The House on Mango Street Lesson Plans provide an excellent opportunity for ESL

learners to develop their language skills in a meaningful and engaging way.

Through vocabulary building, listening exercises, roleplay activities, and reading

and writing tasks related to the novel, students can improve their pronunciation,

expand their vocabulary repertoire, enhance their listening comprehension abilities,

and strengthen their reading and writing skills.

Cultural Understanding and Empathy

The House on Mango Street exposes ESL students to diverse cultural experiences

through its portrayal of characters from different backgrounds. This allows learners

to broaden their perspectives, develop cultural understanding, and foster empathy

towards individuals with different identities. The novel's exploration of themes such

as community, cultural identity, aspirations, and overcoming challenges



encourages students to reflect on their own backgrounds while appreciating the

diversity of others.

Critical Thinking Skills Enhancement

Engaging with The House on Mango Street Lesson Plans promotes critical thinking

skills among ESL learners. Throughout the lesson activities, students are

encouraged to analyze characters' motivations and behaviors; make connections

between the text and real-life situations; evaluate different perspectives; infer

meaning from context; express opinions backed by evidence from the text;

interpret symbolism; engage in discussions surrounding social issues addressed in

the novel; and develop creativity through imaginative writing tasks.

By incorporating The House on Mango Street into ESL learning environments,

educators equip students with valuable language tools that can be applied across

various contexts. They provide a platform for exploring important topics while

fostering linguistic proficiency,

cultural understanding,

and critical thinking abilities essential for success in both academic pursuits

and everyday life.


