
Introduction

The Killer Angels ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to key elements

of the American Civil War through the acclaimed novel "The Killer Angels" by

Michael Shaara. This topic holds significant importance as it not only provides

historical insight but also encourages language development through engaging

content. The lesson plan aims to improve students' English language skills while

delving into a pivotal moment in American history, making it relevant and intriguing

for ESL learners.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Civil War
A war between citizens of the same country, often pertaining to different

ideologies or factions.

Union
The term referring to the Northern states during the American Civil War,

who supported the preservation of the United States.

Confederacy
The coalition of Southern states that seceded from the United States and

fought against the Union during the American Civil War.

"The Killer

Angels"

"The Killer Angels" is a historical novel by Michael Shaara, which provides a

detailed account of the Battle of Gettysburg during the American Civil War.

The book won a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1975.

Gettysburg

A town in Pennsylvania where one of the most crucial battles of the

American Civil War took place. The Battle of Gettysburg was a turning point

in favor of the Union forces.

Contextual Usage



1. The *Civil War* resulted in significant changes to America's societal structure.

2. The *Union* and Confederacy were at odds over issues such as slavery and

state sovereignty.

3. *The Killer Angels* offers an insightful perspective on historical events.

4. Many lives were lost at *Gettysburg*, making it a poignant part of American

history.

ESL Warm-up Activity

Engage students by playing a game of Civil War charades. Prepare slips of paper

with relevant terms, events, or famous figures from the American Civil War, such as

"Gettysburg," "Abraham Lincoln," "The Battle of Antietam," or "emancipation."

Divide the class into two teams and have one student act out the term without

speaking while their team guesses. This activity not only sets the stage for

discussing The Killer Angels but also introduces students to key elements of the

time period in an interactive and entertaining manner.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: "War Terms Charades"

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a set of vocabulary

cards related to the American Civil War. Instruct them to take turns acting out the

terms without speaking, while the rest of the group guesses. This hands-on activity

reinforces vocabulary comprehension in an engaging way.

Listening Exercise: "Historical Podcast

Analysis"



Assign students a historical podcast episode related to the American Civil War for

individual listening. Then, have them pair up to discuss and analyze the key points

presented in the podcast. Encourage students to exchange thoughts and opinions,

fostering active listening and collaborative learning.

Roleplay Scenario: "Debating Emancipation

Proclamation"

Split the class into two groups – Union supporters and Confederacy advocates.

Provide each group with information on their respective stance towards

emancipation during the Civil War era. Encourage a structured debate where

students can articulate their positions using historical context, promoting critical

thinking and persuasive language skills.

Reading and Writing Task: "Letter from a

Soldier"

Ask students to imagine themselves as soldiers during the Battle of Gettysburg.

Instruct them to write a letter home describing their experiences, emotions, and

reflections on war. Afterward, facilitate a group discussion where they can share

excerpts from their letters, fostering creative expression and empathy towards

historical figures.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, have students conduct research on a specific historical figure,

battle, or significant event from the American Civil War that was mentioned in "The

Killer Angels." They are then tasked with writing a short essay summarizing their

findings and insights. This assignment reinforces the lesson content while

encouraging independent learning and critical analysis skills.



Conclusion

Summary

The Killer Angels ESL Lesson Plan has navigated through pivotal aspects of the

American Civil War by integrating engaging activities and insightful discussions

inspired by Michael Shaara’s "The Killer Angels." Students have explored historical

terms, engaged in roleplay, honed their language skills, and delved into the

emotional landscape of soldiers during this period.

Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on how learning about historical events and figures

from "The Killer Angels" can enhance their language development. Prompt them to

consider how the vocabulary, listening exercises, roleplays, and writing tasks have

contributed to their understanding of both history and language. By connecting

these elements, students can recognize the practical application of language skills

within historical contexts.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Killer Angels ESL Lesson Plan serves as an exceptional topic for language

development as it intertwines historical context with language skill enhancement.

By exploring the American Civil War through literature, students not only expand

their vocabulary and language proficiency but also gain valuable insights into

pivotal moments in American history. This multidimensional approach fosters a

deeper understanding of both language and the cultural significance of historical

events, making it an enriching learning experience for ESL students.


