
Introduction

The Little Engine That Could ESL Lesson Plan is designed to introduce students to

essential vocabulary and language structures through the beloved children's story.

This lesson plan aims to engage young learners by using a familiar tale to enhance

their English language skills. By exploring the story's themes and characters,

students can develop their reading, listening, and speaking abilities in a fun and

interactive way. This ESL lesson plan fosters a love for learning English while

building confidence in communication and comprehension.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Engine a machine with moving parts that converts power into motion

Hill a naturally raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain

Cargo goods carried by a large vehicle, ship, or aircraft

Transport
(verb) to take or carry people or goods from one place to another (noun) a

system or means of conveying people or goods

Successful
accomplishing an aim or purpose; having achieved fame, wealth, or social

status.

Contextual Usage

1. The train engine chugged up the hill.



2. The little engine pulled its cargo up the hill.

3. They used trucks and trains to transport the cargo.

4. The little blue engine was successful in pulling the heavy load.

ESL Warm-up Activity

Start the lesson by asking students to describe a time when they faced a challenge

that seemed impossible to overcome, encouraging them to use vocabulary such as

"struggle," "persevere," and "succeed." After sharing their stories, introduce the

concept of determination and resilience using simple examples. This activity sets

the stage for discussing the themes present in The Little Engine That Could while

engaging students with real-life experiences and language relevant to the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Train

Divide the class into small groups and provide each group with a list of vocabulary

words from the story. Instruct them to form sentences or short stories using the

words. Encourage discussion within the groups and then have each group present

their creations to the class.

Listening Activity: Sound Effects Storytelling

Play an audio clip of The Little Engine That Could while muting the narration. Ask

students to create sound effects for different parts of the story, such as chugging

sounds for the train or huffing and puffing for the engine. This hands-on exercise

enhances listening skills and encourages creativity.

Roleplay Activity: Character Interviews



Assign each student a character from the story and have them prepare interview

questions based on their character's role in overcoming challenges. Then, pair

students up to roleplay an interview scenario, where they take turns being both

interviewer and character.

Reading and Writing Activity: Story Sequencing

Provide students with jumbled-up strips of paper containing key events from The

Little Engine That Could story. In pairs, they must arrange these strips in sequential

order. Afterwards, ask them to write a short summary of each event, utilizing

relevant vocabulary learned during previous activities.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, ask students to write a continuation of The Little Engine That Could

story, focusing on how the characters use determination and perseverance to

overcome new challenges. Encourage them to incorporate the vocabulary and

language structures learned in class. Additionally, students can create illustrations

to accompany their stories and share them during the next lesson for a creative

showcase.

Conclusion

Summary

Throughout this ESL lesson plan, students engaged with the story of The Little

Engine That Could, learning new vocabulary and language structures while

exploring themes of determination and resilience.



Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on how the concepts of perseverance and

overcoming challenges portrayed in the story can be applied to their language

development. Prompt them to consider how building vocabulary and practicing

language skills require similar determination, ultimately fostering growth in their

English proficiency.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Little Engine That Could offers a compelling and relatable narrative that

resonates with language learners. The story's themes of determination and

perseverance provide an excellent platform for teaching essential vocabulary and

language structures, while also instilling valuable life lessons. By engaging with this

classic tale, students can enhance their English skills in an enjoyable and

meaningful way, making it an ideal topic for ESL learning.


