
Introduction

The Little Red Hen ESL Lesson Plan is a captivating and valuable topic for young

English language learners. The purpose of this lesson plan is to engage students in

a classic story that not only entertains but also imparts crucial language skills. By

using the beloved tale of The Little Red Hen, students can enhance their

vocabulary, listening, reading, and speaking abilities while also learning important

lessons about responsibility and cooperation. This theme provides an excellent

opportunity for students to explore key language concepts in a fun and relatable

context, making it an essential addition to any ESL curriculum.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab

Vocab Definition

Hen A female chicken, especially one kept to lay eggs.

Wheat Cereal grain that is a worldwide staple food.

Bake
(of food) cook (food) by dry heat without direct exposure to a flame, typically in an

oven or on a hot surface.

Bread
Food made of flour, water, and yeast or another leavening agent, mixed together

and baked.

Plant Place (a seed or plant) in the ground so that it can grow.

Contextual Usage



- The hen laid a dozen eggs last month.

- The Little Red Hen planted some wheat seeds in her garden and waited for them

to grow.

- The characters decided to bake bread using the freshly harvested wheat.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start with an engaging warm-up activity. Create a scenario

where students take on different roles from The Little Red Hen story and act out the

scenes using simple dialogues. For example, assign one student to be the Little Red

Hen asking for help with planting wheat, another as the lazy animals refusing to

help, and a few students as other farm animals offering their assistance. This

activity not only introduces key vocabulary but also encourages students to use

language in context while having fun and setting the tone for the lesson.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Word Scramble

To reinforce vocabulary, organize a word scramble activity where students

unscramble jumbled words related to the story, such as "hen," "wheat," "bake," etc.

Encourage group discussions to solve the word puzzles and then discuss the

meanings of each word as a class.

Listening Activity: Story Retelling

Divide the class into pairs and have one student retell The Little Red Hen story

while the other listens, then switch roles. This exercise not only improves listening



skills but also prompts discussions about comprehension and sequencing of events

in the story.

Roleplay Activity: Acting Out the Story

Assign different characters from The Little Red Hen (e.g., Hen, Dog, Cat, and Mouse)

to small groups of students. Instruct them to act out scenes from the story with

their own dialogues. Encourage creativity and collaboration within each group.

Reading and Writing Activity: Create a New

Ending

After reading The Little Red Hen together, ask students to work in pairs to write and

illustrate a new ending for the story. This activity encourages creative thinking,

writing skills development, and artistic expression. Afterward, have students

present their new endings to their classmates for further discussion.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, instruct students to write a short paragraph summarizing The Little

Red Hen story from their perspective. Encourage them to use the newly learned

vocabulary words in their summaries and to include details about the moral of the

story. Additionally, they can draw a picture related to the paragraph they wrote for

further engagement. This task provides an opportunity for students to reinforce

their comprehension of the story while practicing language skills independently.

Conclusion

Summary



Throughout this lesson, students engaged with The Little Red Hen story, enhancing

their vocabulary through activities such as word scramble and acting out scenes.

They also practiced listening and speaking skills during the retelling and roleplay

activities. Additionally, they honed their reading and writing abilities through

creating a new ending for the story.

Reflection

As students reflect on what they have learned, prompt them to consider how the

language skills practiced in this lesson can be applied in real-life situations.

Encourage them to think about how storytelling, collaboration in group activities,

and expanding their vocabulary can contribute to their overall language

development. This approach fosters deeper understanding and encourages

students to see the practical value of the lesson's content.

Why this topic is great for ESL

learning

The Little Red Hen ESL Lesson Plan is an exceptional topic for ESL learning as it

offers a rich and engaging context for language acquisition. The story provides

opportunities for vocabulary expansion, auditory comprehension, speaking practice

through role play, and writing activities that stimulate creativity in language use.

Moreover, the moral lessons in the story encourage critical thinking and discussion

among students while they learn important language skills.


