Introduction

The Name of the Rose ESL Lesson Plan offers a captivating way for students to
delve into the world of literature while enhancing their English language skills. This
lesson plan is designed to introduce students to vocabulary, reading, and critical
thinking exercises based on the renowned novel "The Name of the Rose" by
Umberto Eco. The lesson aims to engage students in discussions about historical
mysteries, religious symbolism, and complex characters while improving their
English language proficiency. Through this lesson, students will have the
opportunity to expand their vocabulary, develop reading comprehension skills, and
participate in meaningful discussions related to the intriguing narrative of "The
Name of the Rose."

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Abbey A monastery or a place of worship where monks live and work.

Apocalyptic Relating to the complete destruction of the world.
Heresy Beliefs or opinions contrary to orthodox religious doctrine.
Manuscript (n.) A handwritten or typewritten composition, especially a hand-written book.

Theology The study of the nature of God and religious belief.

Contextual Usage



- Abbey: The novel is set in an abbey in Italy, where mysterious deaths occur.

- Apocalyptic: The atmosphere in the story becomes apocalyptic as chaos
engulfs the abbey.

- Heresy: The protagonist investigates heresy and unorthodox beliefs within the
monastery.

- Manuscript: The plot revolves around a mysterious manuscript that holds
secrets.

- Theology: Characters engage in discussions about theology and religious
concepts throughout the novel.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To set the stage for "The Name of the Rose" ESL lesson, start with a captivating
warm-up activity. Engage students by presenting enigmatic riddles or mystery-
solving games related to the themes of the novel. This will pique their curiosity and
introduce them to key language elements relevant to the story's setting and
characters. For example, you can present a riddle related to medieval settings or
challenge students to solve puzzles that align with the mysterious atmosphere of a
monastery. This activity will stimulate interest and prepare students for an
immersive learning experience centered around "The Name of the Rose."

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Medieval Terminology

Divide the class into small groups and provide them with a list of medieval-themed
vocabulary words related to "The Name of the Rose." Instruct each group to create
short dialogues or skits incorporating as many vocabulary words as possible.
Encourage creativity and realistic use of the terms. Afterward, have each group
perform their skit for the class, followed by a discussion on how effectively they
applied the vocabulary in context.



Listening Activity: Audio Excerpts Analysis

Play selected audio excerpts from "The Name of the Rose" audiobook or relevant
podcasts related to historical mysteries. Have students listen attentively and take
notes. Then, facilitate a group discussion about their interpretations, feelings
evoked by the audio, and any new vocabulary they encountered. Encourage
students to share how they visualize scenes based on what they heard.

Roleplay Activity: Character Interviews

Assign each student a character from "The Name of the Rose" and ask them to
prepare an imaginary interview where they embody that character's persona.
Encourage them to think critically about their characters' motivations, beliefs, and
roles within the story. Pair students up to conduct mock interviews while others
observe. Follow up with a class discussion on different character perspectives
portrayed during these interactions.

Reading and Writing Activity: Reflective Journal
Entries

Ask students to choose critical moments from specific chapters in "The Name of the
Rose" that resonate with them or evoke strong emotions. Instruct them to write
journal entries reflecting on these moments using descriptive language while
incorporating new vocabulary learned throughout this lesson plan. Allow time for
peer-sharing or group discussions where students can exchange thoughts derived
from their reflective writing exercises.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short creative piece inspired by
the themes or characters in "The Name of the Rose." They can choose to create a
continuation of a specific scene, develop an alternate ending, or craft a new



subplot. Encourage them to incorporate vocabulary and expressions learned in
class. Additionally, students should prepare a brief presentation summarizing their
creative piece to share with the class in the following session. This assignment
serves to reinforce comprehension of the novel's concepts and language elements
while honing their writing skills.

Conclusion

Key Points Summary

Throughout this lesson, students have delved into the captivating world of "The
Name of the Rose," exploring historical mysteries, religious symbolism, and
complex characters. They have expanded their vocabulary, honed reading
comprehension skills, and engaged in thought-provoking discussions related to the
intriguing narrative.

Reflection and Application

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the vocabulary and language elements
encountered can be woven into your daily communication. Emphasize critical
thinking and analytical skills honed through discussions on historical contexts and
moral dilemmas presented in the novel. Apply these language skills to articulate
your thoughts effectively while embracing diverse perspectives in both written and
verbal forms of expression.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Name of the Rose ESL Lesson Plan is an exceptional topic for ESL learning due
to several compelling reasons.



A Captivating Narrative

"The Name of the Rose" offers a captivating narrative set in a medieval abbey, filled
with mystery, suspense, and historical elements. Such engaging content keeps
students motivated and eager to learn, fostering a love for reading and exploration.

Cultural and Historical Significance

This novel provides valuable insights into medieval history, culture, and religious
movements. Exploring these topics helps students develop a broader
understanding of different time periods and societies while expanding their cultural
knowledge.

Language Complexity

"The Name of the Rose" contains rich vocabulary, complex sentence structures, and
nuanced dialogue. This complexity challenges students' language skills by exposing
them to various literary devices such as symbolism and allusion. Working with such
linguistic intricacies strengthens students' comprehension abilities and expands
their language repertoire.

Critical Thinking Skills

The intricate plotlines of "The Name of the Rose" prompt readers to analyze
characters' motives, unravel mysteries, and consider moral dilemmas. Through
discussions on these themes during ESL lessons focusing on this novel, students
enhance their critical thinking skills as they analyze characters' actions or interpret
symbolic elements.

By incorporating "The Name of the Rose" into ESL lesson plans, educators can
harness its captivating narrative along with its cultural significance to cultivate
language proficiency while encouraging exploration, critical thinking skills
development in ESL learners



