Introduction

The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles Dickens is a timeless classic that provides an
excellent platform for ESL students to develop language skills. This ESL lesson plan
aims to engage students with the rich vocabulary and compelling storyline of The
Old Curiosity Shop. By exploring this novel, students can enhance their reading,
writing, listening, and speaking abilities in English while immersing themselves in a
captivating narrative. The lesson plan is designed to foster language development
through engaging activities that center around this well-loved literary work.

Vocabulary Building

Vocab
Vocab Definition
Curiosity A strong desire to know or learn something
Antique A collectible item that is old and valuable due to its age

Melancholy A feeling of pensive sadness, typically with no obvious cause

Someone who travels around selling goods, typically by offering them for sale

Peddler in different places

Benevolent Well-meaning and kindly

Contextual Usage

1. The antique shop was filled with curious items from various eras.
2. The protagonist's melancholy demeanor added depth to the story.



3. The peddler traveled from town to town selling his wares.
4. Despite his gruff exterior, the character displayed a truly benevolent nature
towards others.

ESL Warm-up Activity

To kick off the lesson, start by displaying images of various antique items such as
pocket watches, old books, or vintage maps. Ask students to discuss in pairs what
they think each item is and what its significance might be. Encourage them to use
descriptive language and speculate about the potential history behind these items.
This activity will not only pique their curiosity but also set the stage for exploring
vocabulary related to antiques and historical objects.

Main ESL Lesson Activities

Vocabulary Activity: Antique Show and Tell

Ask each student to bring in an "antique" item from home (it can be something old
or a modern item disguised as old). In pairs, students take turns describing their
items using newly learned vocabulary related to antiques and historical objects.

Listening Activity: Curiosity Shop Podcast

Play a curated podcast episode about antique shops or historical artifacts.
Afterward, have students discuss the most interesting aspects they learned from
the podcast in small groups. Encourage them to use the vocabulary from the lesson
to express their thoughts.

Roleplay Activity: The Peddler's Pitch



Assign students roles as either buyers or the peddler from The Old Curiosity Shop.
The peddler must try to sell items (real or imaginary) while using persuasive
language and descriptive vocabulary characteristic of someone selling curious
goods. This activity leads to lively pair work and group discussions as they
negotiate deals and describe unique items.

Reading and Writing Activity: Melancholy
Reflections

Select a poignhant passage from The Old Curiosity Shop for students to read
independently. Then, ask them to write reflections on the emotions conveyed in the
passage, utilizing descriptive language acquired during vocab activities. Conclude
with a class discussion sharing their insights.

ESL Homework Assignment

For homework, students are tasked with writing a short narrative or descriptive
piece about an "antique" item that holds sentimental value to them or their family.
They should incorporate the vocabulary and descriptive language learned in class.
Additionally, they are encouraged to research an interesting historical artifact and
prepare a short presentation on its significance for the next lesson.

Conclusion

Lesson Summary

In this lesson, we delved into the world of The Old Curiosity Shop by Charles
Dickens, exploring vocabulary related to antique items and historical artifacts. We



engaged in various activities that honed our listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills while immersing ourselves in the rich narrative of the novel.

Application and Reflection

As you reflect on this lesson, consider how the new vocabulary and language skills
can be applied not only to discussing literature but also real-life situations. How can
descriptive language enhance your storytelling or communication with others?
Ponder on the diverse ways language can be used to convey emotions and paint
vivid pictures in your conversations and written works.

Why this topic is great for ESL
learning

The Old Curiosity Shop serves as an excellent ESL topic due to its rich vocabulary,
intricate storytelling, and the opportunity it provides for students to explore
historical and cultural elements. Engaging with this classic novel allows students to
expand their language skills through descriptive and emotive language usage while
immersing themselves in a captivating literary work. It also provides a platform for
meaningful discussions and activities that enhance comprehension, critical thinking,
and communication abilities.



